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THE NEW 


CRADLE ROLL 
COURSE 


TIES THE HOME 
TO THE CHURCH 









. . . Here is a Christ-honoring pro- 
gram designed to reach the homes 
of your community and help you 
claim the lives of newborn infants 
for Christ. . 


BABY’S GUIDE PACKET 


Cradle Roll Department of the 
All-Bible Graded Series 
The way to reach the child during his 
first two years is through his parents, 
and this packet is planned for just that 
purpose. It includes the following: 
@ 12 Leaflets with spiritual 
guidance for parents. 
4-page messages in color 
Leaflet Binder 
2 Birthday Cards 
Welcome Certificate 
Promotion Certificate 
Packet Envelope with form on 
one side to record name, 
address, birthday, parents’ 
names, and delivery date 


of each letter. packel 75¢ 


BABY’S GUIDE MANUAL 


Sixteen pages of challenging informa- 
tion. Includes suggesti on organi 


tion, value of cradle roll, proper methods 
of visitation, and many other important 


topics. each 25¢ 




























Order these new materials 
TODAY .. Or get free booklet 


Pa een eee ees 


I'M INTERESTED! Please send the ALL- 
BIBLE Cradle Roll materials checked 
below. 
C) BABY’S GUIDE PACKET @ 75¢ ...:... 
1 BABY’S GUIDE MANUAL @ 25¢ __: 
Amount enclosed ee eee ; 
!f a charge order, check here [1] and indicate 
church below. 


PLEASE SEND FREE BOOKLET 

“Bring the Sunday School | Check 
to the Home"’ for additional | here. 
information on your Cradle o 
Roll materials. 
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CITIZENSHIP 


We are prompted on all sides, and I by 
my own thinking sometimes, to communicate 
with our senator, congressman, and other 
public officials to register our desires and 
opinions, etc., on pending legislation and 
public issues. What should a Christian do? 

Henry A. Peterson 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


I see no reason why a Christian may not 
be a good citizen. There are times when I 
believe it is proper and right for a Christian 
to write to his senator or congressman and 
show him that there are those that want 
right legislation. The unsaved world is very 
strong in its lobbying, and many times we let 
things go by default merely because we are 
not willing to stand up and be counted. 


FROM THE MISSION FIELD 


Just last week I received the first copies 
of Erernity for May and was more than 
nleased w'th the whole megazine- setup, ma- 
terial, and all. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
all that I have read, and look forward to the 
coming issues. The promise of the August 
issue to refute Romanist claims sounds very 
good. I only wish that we had faster mail 
service here. 

Rosert H. REED 
Monteria, Colombia, S. A. 


A sister in the Lord did us the big favor 
of giving us a subscription to Eternity. We 
received our copy of the April issue and 
immediately sat down to read it through 
from cover to cover. We shall be looking for- 
ward to the next issues and know that the 
Lord is going to bless richly even as He has 
already. 

C. Ray Frazier 
S. A. Indian Mission 
San Ignacio de Velasco, Bolivia 


FOR PARENTS 


I read your article “For Parents” with 
great interest, particularly since my babies 
are 3% and 1% years old. Thank you for 
writing especially to us parents. 

Mrs. JosepH F. GREENE 
Birmingham, Ala. 


I wish to commend you on that fine article 
“For Parents” which under God was pub- 
lished in the July issue of this splendid pub- 
lication. For the’ past fifteen years it has 
been my joy and privilege to proclaim the 
glad tidings of God’s grace to men in various 
prisons. I have met all types of humans 
whose lives have been ruined because of sin 
and its effects. In the large majority of cases 






these men all attest to the fact. that in the 
early years of their lives they did not have 
that training which you point out as being 


. most essential to the well being of any in- 


dividual, namely, the teaching of the Holy 
Scriptures. If parents could only see the 
tragedies behind prison walls, I’m sure they 
would not be so negligent in this all-impor- 
tant matter of child training. 


Rosert J. CRAwForD 
Aldan, Pa. 


The following letter, dated March 20, 
came to us in a later one, dated June 7, say- 
ing that though this had been written the 
writer had not felt led earlier to mail it. 

You gave us good advice when you warned 
us to read our Bibles before any other lit- 
erature. I know from experience the articles 
in Christian magazines are better after we 
have first read God’s Word. 

I have a suggestion. We parents need 
much counseling to do our entrusted task of 
rearing little lives in the fear and admoni- 
tion of God. Perhaps a Parents’ Problems 
column could, if the Lord directs, be in- 
cluded from time to time. I realize that the 
more oil and wine we are enjoying the better 
Christian parents we can be, but little chil- 
dren can arouse the old Adam so easily 
though we so wish it were not so! 

The best comment on this request is the 
reader’s own, contained in her later letter: 

Now in the June issue of ETERNITY comes 
the announcement of a series of articles for 
parents. The Lord knows our needs even 
though we don’t always make them known 
to anyone else. He uses them to provide. 


Mr. AND Mrs. GLENN SHOOK 
Akron, Ohio 


ON PROPHECY 


I am so glad for the prophetic subject in 
the July issue. I have always felt cheated 
when the periodicals that I read and study 
omit it. 

I hope I will be able to hear your Bible 
Study Hour. 

Lotta B. Waite 
Butler, Pa. 


ETERNITY TRAVELS FAR 


I am a subscriber to Eternity and prize 
it very highly. When possible, I listen to The 
Bible Study Hour and think it very wonder- 
ful. Perhaps you will be interested to know 
that I mail all my copies of Erernity to a 
Christian friend in Hong Kong, and she 
shares them with missionaries who are there 
from Central China. They prize it for its 
fine spiritual truths. 

Anna M. SuHirey 


Washington, D. C. 





WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN AN ANNUITY? 












PN cc 


“To me a dependable, fixed income 
is important . .” 





3 REASONS WHY 
YOU CAN DEPEND 


ON MOODY ANNUITIES 


First... 





MAIL 
THIS 


COUPON 
TODAY 


For Your 
_ FREE 


Copy 








BACKED BY AMPLE RESERVE FUND. Moody an- 
nuities are backed by an ample reserve fund which 
cannot be touched for Institute operating expenses. 
It is maintained solely for the protection of Moody 
annuitants. In addition every resource of the Insti- 
tute—buildings, equipment, etc.—stands back of 
annuity agreements. 


RECORD OF DEPENDABILITY. Since the Moody 
annuity plan was organized 44 years ago, dividends 
have always been paid in full and on time. 


AMOUNT OF RETURN NEVER CHANGES. You are 
assured of a generous, fixed income for life because 
dividends from Moody annuities are always for the 
same amount regardless of depressions or fluctua- 
tions in business trends. 


You also receive great joy and satisfaction from 
knowing that through your annuities souls are won 
to Christ. Your gifts are used to train young men 
and women for effective service all over the world, 
as well as for the many other soul-winning minis- 
tries of Moody Bible Institute. 

Our illustrated booklet, “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” tells 
you all about the Moody annuity plan, how it can 
be arranged to suit your circumstances and provide 
possible tax exemptions. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill., Dept. E 8 

Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the Moody 
annuity plan. 

(C1 am under 20. Send me booklet A. 














C) 1 am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will.” 
Nome ieeeigesen 
Address MF: AOL ten 
<< = Zone er 





Moody Annuities Are Safe ... Sound... 
Satisfying 





REACTIONS 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

Thank you for your article on page 9 of 
the June Eternity, “Spiritual Discernment, 
or How to Read Religious Books.” You 
have given one of the best answers to one 
of the most abominable errors that has yet to 
rear its ugly head. Not only have you struck 
a blow at Seventh Day Adventism, but you 
have furnished us believers with some Scrip- 
tural ammunition that can well be used 
against nearly every false cult I can think of. 

JosepH Futton DALLAs 
Reidsville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

I enjoy your broadcasts so very much, And 
“Tomorrow” in the June issue should be in 
pamphlet form for wide distribution. It was 
the first confident message I’ve read on the 
subject. 

Mrs. Vircrnta B. ALMORE 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


There is a crying need for your magazine 
in these days. It is like a beacon in the 
dark pointing lost souls to the Saviour and 
strengthening His born-again children. I will 
certainly do all I can to ask others to read 
your magazine. I want to tell you also just 
how much I enjoy your Bible study broadcast 
every Sunday. It opens the Scriptures to the 
earnest student that he may truly understand 
what the Lord wants His children to know. 

Pastor RicHarp VANAMAN 
Bendersville, Pa. 


The increased activity of the Catholics is 
having one good effect. The church is ac- 
cepting the challenge, and we are hearing 
the word “Protestant” much oftener of late. 
ETERNITY is fine and you have the happy fac- 
ulty of taking us into your confidence and 
making us feel that we belong. Please accept 
my best wishes for its constantly growing 
usefulness and circulation. 

Susan Rut Peck 
Lockport, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

Your wonderful work was remembered in 
my prayers this morning and is every day. 
Thanks for my April number of Eternity, 
which is an inspiration to me, as all of them 
are. 

Lee M. Boot 
Petersburg, Va. 


ONE FLOCK 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

We were shocked at your answer to the 
Sunday School teacher on the question of the 
“One Flock.” Divisions are the product of 
carnal Christians. Regardless of the inter- 
pretation men may put upon 1 Corinthians 
11:19, we know there are no contradictions 
in the Bible and your answer to this question 
is a direct contradiction. 

A. A. Sanpoz 
La Mesa, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

I enjoy Eternity but on reading over the 
June issue in answer to an anxious person 
about so many divisions in Protestantism I 
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find that you seem to justify divisions by ref- 
erence to 1 Corinthians 11:19. But read-the 
verse before it and you will see the cause of 
the heresies. In the same epistle go back to 
1:12 and you will see the beginning of all 
sectarianism. 
Tuomas F. Bett 

Hatboro, Pa. 


I think the difficulty arises from the fact 
that there are two things involved which you 
are not distinguishing in your mind, but 
which I am distinguishing in my writing. I 
am making a distinction between divisions 
among born-again believers and divisions in 
organized Christianity. Now, there should 
never be a division between true believers, 
and there is, I believe, a real oneness among 
all who are born again, although they may 
be in very widely separated camps insofar as 
organization in Christendom is concerned. It 
is of this that 1 Corinthians 11 speaks when 
it says that there must be divisions among 
you. It is all the more important to note that 
the first part of the Epistle to the Corin- 
thians decries the fact that some say I am of 
Paul and some I am of Apollos while Paul 
asks, “Is Christ divided?” Certainly there 
should never be any division among those 
who are truly joined to Christ. But now 
that there are millions of Christians in the 
world and the wheat and the tares are thor- 
oughly mixed together so that it is impos- 
sible to separate them, even as the Lord said 
it would be impossible, we must recognize 
that there is some value in sects, as Paul says 
in 1 Corinthians 7. If you go to a country 
where there is only one church, whether it 
be the Coptic Church in Ethiopia, the Ro- 
man Church in Spain, the State Lutheran 
Church in Scandinavian countries, you dis- 
cover that there is a tendency to great dead- 
ness. As soon as a sect develops, much of 
this deadness manifests hatred toward the 
sect, but at the same time it is noted that 
among true believers a definite growth in 
spiritual life takes place. I trust that this 
will explain the question. 


BALANCE 


The Editor has received a letter from a 
subscriber who attended one of his Bible 
conferences in which he spoke of Christ 
as being seated in the far above Heavens and 
the territory in between us and Him as oc- 
cupied by the enemy. We stressed the neces- 
sity of access through Christ to pass by 
the enemy territory. The correspondent 
writes, “My impression from what you said 
is as though God is behind the ramparts of 
Heaven and can be reached with difficulty. 
I thought that if I, who know something of 
the authority invested in the believer, felt 
thus, there might be others harboring an un- 
necessary fear of Satan. In order to offset 
this impression of a far distant dwelling 
place do we not need that of which Paul 
speaks so often, ‘the communion of the Holy 
Spirit?’ This seems to me just a matter of 
turning one’s thoughts inward where He 
dwells.” 

Truth must always be preached in bal- 
ance. Sometimes it is difficult to say all one 
desires in the short limit of time and thus a 
false impression arises. It is correct that 
Christ at present is at the right hand of 
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God far above all principality and power 
(Eph. 1:21). It is true that we have access 
through the new and living way and may 
come boldly to the very throne of God. To 
stress the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
without the other doctrine is to open the 
doors to the errors of the Society of Friends 
who believe in “an inner light in all men.” 
We must recognize very clearly that if an 
unsaved man seeks to become very quiet and 
turn his thoughts inward to listen to some 
inner voice he will be answered by Satan 
since the Holy Spirit is certainly not in 
the unbeliever. On the other hand the timid 
‘believer must not be frightened by the fact 
that we “wrestle . . . against principalities 
and powers . . . in the Heavenlies” (Eph. 6: 
12). Satan is an already conquered foe. 
Christ has made the way into the very pres- 
ence of God and keeps it open for us so 
that we may come boldly at any moment. 
It is the Holy Spirit dwelling within us 
that leads us to Christ on the throne of God. 
The power for Christian living does not 
come from the Holy Spirit dwelling within 
us but from the Holy Spirit taking us to the 
throne of the ascended Christ who is the 
source of our power. It is important for vic- 
torious living that we understand this dis- 
tinction. 


A COVENANT 


The article in the June issue “What to Do 
if Bombs Fall in the U.S.A.” has certainly 
increased our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
My wife and I have consecrated our lives 
100% to the Lord for the spreading of His 
Gospel. 

Paut G. Mazusk1 
Fresno, Calif. 


The following is a covenant made between 
Mr. Mazuski and his family and God. 

1. That anything above our business ex- 
penses and normal living expenses shall be 
turned over to God for His work to spread 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. None 
of our money shall ever be turned over to in- 
dividuals, businesses, and institutions of the 
world, which do not put the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ first so that men, women, and chil- 
dren can be saved for eternal life. 

2. That all our worldly possessions, in- 
cluding our home, automobile, and office 
equipment; our talents; knowledge; and 
time will be used to spread the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. We will read and study the Bible daily. 
We will pray every day for spiritual guid- 
ance to carry on His work. We will testify 
to those around us as the Lord may direct 
and lead us concerning the Gospel of the 


Lord Jesus Christ. 











Women’s oo Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 


Training — Indian women to become 
doctors, ispensers, mid-wives 
The new Govern ment ‘of India is demanding an up- 
grading of this medical college by 1952. If this is 
not this sound, evangelical 
work of over fifty years will ys = the hands of 
non-Christians. We need funds A’ INCE = equip- 
ment, scholarships, our pkg salary and salary 
for our missionary home on sick 
Miss Lucy Powel, See-Treas., R.D. 3. nerristows, Pa. 














168 pages of exposition from the 
first chapter of Romans. 168 


pages of rich study from one of 
the greatest portions of the Bible. 


By The Editor 
Dr. DonaLpD GREY BARNHOUSE 


You can secure this material 
without charge of any kind for 
obtaining two new subscriptions 
to ETERNITY at the regular 
subscription price of $3.00 a 
year. 


Be sure to send names and ad- 
dresses (with $3.00 for each sub- 
scription) to: 


ETERNITY SUBSCRIPTION DEPT. 


BOX 2000 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
Be sure to ask for your free gift for 
helping us extend the ministry of 
ETERNITY 














Hear Favorite Hymns of Famous People 
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COAST TO COAST + EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
Presented by (5:45 PM over most i 
CLUB ALUMINUM PRODUCTS CO.—Chicago 14, Illinois 
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while maintaining its two 
Homes in China, is expanding 
its ministry to Lebanon. There 
homeless Mohammedan boys find 
Christ, even as more than 
2000 children have been cared 
for and won through the 
Homes in China. Truly 
a@ modern day miracle! 


Bite il 18, 1. 
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Money for Franco Spain 


As we go to press: 


The United States Senate has voted 
$100,000,000.00 for Franco Spain. The 
vote was 65 to 15. Only two voices 
were raised in defense against the proj- 
ect. Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon 
pointed out that there was a powerful 
lobby behind the proposal. He did not 
name the lobby but it is, of course, 
the Jesuit Order of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church: “I don’t feel,” he said, 
“that .we are going to win this war 
around the world if we support totali- 
tarianism, be it Communist or Fascist.” 
A loan to Spain, he asserted, might be 
considered a “bribe” to Generalissimo 
Franco for air bases. 


The strongest voice against the loan 
was that of Senator Herbert Lehman, 
former Governor of New York and 
noted Jewish leader. Senator Lehman 
declared that the United States could 
not “preach democracy if we go back 
on our principles.” What was being 
proposed, he asserted, was to grant 
aid to “a man (Generalissimo Fran- 
cisco Franco) who is as completely 
totalitarian as any man in my knowl- 
edge in the last quarter-century — a 
man who has completely stifled free- 
dom of choice and freedom of expres- 
sion.” 


President Truman refused to call a 
Day of Prayer and Humiliation. The 
United States must, therefore, seek 
allies away from God. We are giving 
this money to Spain so that in case of 
war with Russia, we may land on that 
peninsula and fight behind the Pyre- 
nees. Because we have sacrificed prin- 
ciples to expediency, God will un- 
doubtedly send the fight upon us. 


God sent Ephraim a moth. He made 
an alliance with Assyria. Then God 
was forced to send Ephraim a lion. 
Ephraim did not learn the lesson from 
this greater wound. Then God was 
forced to leave him and go to His own 


place (Hos. 5:12-15). 


God sent the United States the moths 
of the First World War and the de- 
pression. We brushed them away. God 
sent us the lion of the Second World 
War which tore the nation more deep- 
ly. We have laughed it off. God is 
now turning His face away from the 


United States. 


The final bill has not been passed, 
although it may be before this reaches 
our readers. At all events, you should 
communicate with your senator and 
congressman immediately that they 
may vote against this horrible compro- 
mise. 
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DEDICATION 


Unio Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 
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HEAVEN’S MAGNIFICENT EXTRA 
A Million Pound Text 


“That text is worth a_ million 
pounds!” exclaims the Vicar of Wake- 
field. And, taking into consideration 
the good man’s office, his character and 
the ring of deep sincerity that marks 
his utterance, you somehow feel that 
he knows what he is talking about. 

“That text is worth a_ million 
pounds!” I find, grouped about my 
desk this morning, an Irishman, an 
Englishman and‘a Scotsman. The Irish- 
man is the most Irish of Irishmen— 
Oliver Goldsmith; the Englishman is 
the most English of Englishmen—Wil- 
liam Makepeace Thackeray; and the 
Scotsman is the most Scottish of Scots- 
men — Sir Walter Scott. And they 
all agree with the Vicar of Wakefield 
that the text in question was well worth 
the figure at which the honest clergy- 
man appraised it. 

Everybody knows The Vicar of 
Wakefield. Though scarcely more than 
a booklet in bulk, it is one of our choic- 
est English classics. The poor little 
rector has sustained the shipwreck of 
his fortune. “Out of fourteen thousand 
pounds,” he says, “we had but four 
hundred remaining. My chief atten- 
tion, therefore, was to bring down the 
pride of my family to their circum- 
stances; for I well knew that aspiring 
beggary is wretchedness itself. As my 
oldest son was bred a scholar, I deter- 
mined to send him to town, where his 
abilities might contribute to our sup- 
port and his own. The separation of 
friends and families is, perhaps, one of 
the most distressful circumstances at- 
tendant on penury. The day soon ar- 
rived on which we were to disperse 
for the first time. My son, after taking 
leave of his mother and the rest, who 
mingled their tears with their kisses, 
came to ask a blessing from me. This 
I. gave him from my heart, for, added 
to five guineas, this was all the patri- 
mony I had now to bestow. 

“You are going, my boy,’ cried I, ‘to 
London on foot. Take from me this 
staff, and take, too, this book; it will 
be your comfort on the way. One text 
alone is worth a million pounds: / 
have been young and now am old, yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken 
nor his seed begging bread. Let this be 
your consolation as you travel on.’ ” 

So much for Oliver Goldsmith, our 
Irishman! Let us turn to William 
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Makepeace Thackeray, our English- 
man. For Thackeray, as Mr. G. K. 
Chesterton says, is as English as beef 
steak! 

Nobody who has read The New- 
comes will ever forget Thackeray’s 
glorification of the million-pound text. 
If Thackeray had never achieved any- 
thing else, he would have earned our 
undying gratitude for his creation of 
Colonel Newcome. Colonel Newcome 
is Thackeray’s dream-man, his vision 
splendid, his beckoning ideal. The 
Colonel has taken his place as the 
Grand Old Man of English fiction. He 
is, as somebody has said, the typical 
gentleman, perfect in all points and 
parts; and, as we watch him grow old, 
we feel for him the affectionate solici- 
tude that we cherish for a dear relation 
or an honored friend. He never seems 
more noble than when he stands, un- 
conquered, amidst the calamities that 
overwhelm him at the last. In age and 
feebleness he is doomed to witness the 
shipwreck of his fortunes. Night falls 
upon him, not serene and starlit, but 
with black storm and raging tempest. 
Yet, in the darkest hour that ever closes 
round him, he stands, with spirit un- 
broken and faith unruffled, resting se- 
renely in the shelter of a psalm. 

In his poverty—a poverty in which 


there is no tinge of shame — he sits 
among the black-coated pensioners of 
the Hospital of Grey Friars. But with 
grateful heart and shining face he sets 
his seal to the testimony that he reads 
in the book that lies open on his knee. 
The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord. Though he fall, he shall 
not be utterly cast down: for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. I 
have been young and now am old, yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken 
or his seed begging bread. “His dear 
old head,” says Arthur Pendennis, 
who, horrified at seeing him there, 
speedily effects his deliverance, 
“his dear old head was bent 
down over the book, but there 
was no mistaking him. He wore 
the black gown of the pensioners; but 
his Order of the Bath was on his 
breast.” It seemed to Arthur an irony 
that the steps of this good man had 
been ordered of the Lord—to an alms- 
house! 

“Don’t be agitated, Arthur, my 
boy,” exclaimed the old man, sooth- 
ingly, “I am.very happy. I have good 
quarters, good food, good light, good 
fire and good friends. Blessed be God, 
my dear, kind young friend, I am as 
happy as the day is long!” 

Arthur thought, he tells us, of the 
Psalm that he had often heard the old 
man singing. I have been young and 
now am old, yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken nor his seed beg- 
ging bread. He stepped to the table 
and read the words in the old man’s 
Bible. The Colonel rose, laid a kind, 
trembling hand upon Arthur’s shoulder, 
and, with a smile, examined the vol- 
ume. And who, Arthur asks, could be- 
hold that smile without adoring the 
grace that had achieved so notable and 
beautiful a triumph? 

Here, then, stands the indelible and 
unequivocal witness of our typical Eng- 
lishman! And now to Scotland! And 
who can better speak for Scotland than 
Sir Walter? 

And even Sir Walter never gave us 
a tenderer idyll of Scottish life and 
Scottish temperament and Scottish 
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faith than that which we all cherish in 
The Heart of Midlothian. It is the 
brave story of Jeanie Deans. Effie 
Deans, Jeanie’s sister, is charged with 
child-murder. At the time of the trial, 
Jeanie is strongly tempted to save her 
wayward sister by a lie. It is a very lit- 
tle lie, a mere glossing over of the ac- 
tual truth. The slightest deviation from 
actual veracity, and her sister’s life, 
which is dearer to her than her own, 
will be saved from the scaffold, and her 
family honor vindicated. But Jeanie 
cannot and will not, believe that a lie 
can afford a satisfactory solution. So 
she tells the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. And then she 
sets out for London. Along the great 
white road she trudges, until her feet 
are bleeding and her exhausted- form 
can scarcely drag itself along the dread- 
ful miles. But on she presses, until she 
sees the lights of London town; and 
still on, overcoming every barrier, un- 
til she stands before the Queen. And 
then she pleads, as no mere advocate 
could plead, for Effie. With what pas- 
sion, what entreaties, what tears does 
she besiege the throne! And, before 
the tempest of her grief and eloquence, 
the Queen yields completely, and gives 
her her sister’s life. 

Now it happens that, at the moment 
of her departure on her fateful tramp 
to London, her father, old David 
Deans, and her lover, Reuben Butler, 
are in circumstances of urgent neces- 
sity and distress whilst Effie languishes 
in a felon’s cell. It breaks her heart to 
leave them all in such a plight; yet an 
appeal to the Throne seems to her the 
only way of deliverance. Before setting 
out on her long journey she calls on 
her lover to say goodbve. She asks 
for some papers, and, whilst he is away 
getting them, she hurriedly marks a 
passage in the Bible on his desk. 

“I have marked a scripture that will 
be useful to us baith,” she tells him a 


few moments afterwards, “and ye must 


take the trouble, Reuben, to write out 
the words and send them to my father.” 

What words were they? As soon as 
Jeanie had gone, Sir Walter tells us, 
Butler flew to the Bible—the last book 
she had touched—and pored eagerly 
over the text that she had underlined. 
I have been young and now am old, 
yet have I not seen the righteous for- 
saken nor his seed begging bread. But- 
ler read the words again and again, 
and, as he did so, made it the supreme 
object of his ambition to attain to 
Jeanie’s devout firmness and noble con- 
fidence. 

Now, putting these three stories to- 
gether in this way, the impression that 
they create upon the mind is very 
striking. It is clear that our Irishman, 
Oliver Goldsmith, our Englishman, 
William Makepeace Thackeray, and 
our Scotsman, Sir Walter Scott, each 
had some reason of his own for rever- 
ing the text that the Vicar of Wake- 
field valued at a million pounds. The 
text must have meant something to 
Oliver Goldsmith or he would never 
have made the Vicar of Wakefield 
speak of it with such fervor; it must 
have meant something to Thackeray 
or he would never have made it the 
stay and support of Colonel Newcome; 
it must have meant something to Sir 
Walter Scott or he would never have 
given it such prominence in his lovely 
story of Jeanie Deans. 

I have caught myself wondering how 
the paragraph about the million-pound 
text found its way into The Vicar of 
Wakefield. No other English classic 
was penned under such squalid and de- 
grading conditions as those which 
marked the production of Goldsmith’s 
masterpiece. Dr. Johnson has made the 
episode historic. “I received one morn- 
ing,” he says, “a message from poor 
Goldsmith that he was in great distress, 
and, as it was not in his power to come 
to me, he begged that I would come to 
him as soon as possible. I sent him a 








6 The Christian life is a matier of being “in Christ.” 


Dr. Edward F. Higdon, a retired physician of St. Joseph, Mo., 
is dying of a rare disease called myasthenia gravis, and is keeping 
a diary of his condition so that science may learn more about it 
in order to help others. Little is known about the disease, which 
cripples the voluntary muscles of the face, tongue and throat, later 
spreading to the respiratory system and finally the heart muscles. 
The muscles weaken with slight use and refuse to perform. Swallow- 
ing becomes impossible and the victim dies of exhaustion. 

God has given to us the record of a far graver disease of which 
men are dead and dying. They are dead spiritually and dying 
physically because of the disease. It began by a distortion of the 
will and spread to every part of the being. It has been declared 
incurable (Jer. 17:9 R.V.). The only hope is to bring it to the 
cross and receive an absolutely new life from Christ. 





guinea and promised to come to him 
directly. I accordingly went as soon as 
I was dressed and found that, his rent 
being sadly in arrear, his landlady had 
placed him under arrest. I asked him 
to be calm and began to talk to him of 
the-means by which he might be extri- 
cated. He then told me that he had 
a novel ready for the press which he 
produced. I looked into it and saw its 
merits; told the landlady I should soon 
return; and, having gone to the book- 
seller, sold it for sixty pounds.” That 
novel was The Vicar of Wakefield! 


_. And here, embedded in that novel, is 
the text! When, in his narrow attic, 
Goldsmith penned that paragraph 
about the text, was he recalling some 
such experience that befell himself on 
the day on which he left his father’s 
home? His father, like the Vicar of 
Wakefield, was a country minister in 
reduced circumstances. He himself had 
left home in much the same way as 
George Primrose in the story. Did 
Oliver Goldsmith’s father send him out 
into the world with that text, telling 
him that it was ‘worth a million’? Did 
Goldsmith ponder it in his poverty? 
And did the text rush back upon his 
mind when Dr. Johnson returned from 
the bookseller’s with the sixty golden 
sovereigns? I cannot say for certain; 
but all the circumstances of the case 
point in that direction. 


In the cases of Thackeray and Scott 
the evidence is equally tantalizing and 
equally inconclusive. Yet nobody can 
read Trollope’s Thackeray or Lock- 
hart’s Scott without catching clear 
glimpses of circumstances that prob- 
ably led to their affection for the text. 


I need not, of course, have resorted 
to fiction in order to find men who 
thought the text well worth a million 
pounds. Here, off-hand, are two wit- 
nesses from real life who are eager to 
give similar testimony. Everybody 
who has read his Last Journals knows 
how often David Livingstone pillowed 
his fevered head on the thirty-seventh 
Psalm. As he made his way along 
those interminable slave-tracks, littered 
with the bones of the victims who had 
fallen; as he tossed in his delirium 
among the swamps and bogs of the 
watershed; as he faced death at the 
hands of hostile and infuriated sav- 
ages; and as he endured the untold 
agonies inflicted upon him by poison- 
ous insects, venomous reptiles and wild 
beasts, he found one ceaseless fountain 
of inspiration and comfort. He would 
never be forsaken! He would never 
lack bread! J have been young and 
now I am old, yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken nor his seed beg- 
ging bread. 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Acquitting A “Guilty Man~ 


we Editor CCcssssiiiill ona Caltfornia Legal Ca 


In a California courtroom a serious case came to trial. 
A young man was accused of knifing the proprietor of 
a cafe and cutting him so seriously that his life hung in 
the balance for many weeks. At the beginning of the 
trial, as soon as the jury was empaneled, at the moment 
when the District Attorney arose to make his opening 
statement, the young defendant leaped to his feet and 
cried, “Your Honor, I am guilty; 1 want to plead guilty 
but this lawyer won’t let me; I want to get rid of him 
and plead guilty and get this thing over with!” 

It would seem normal that the judge would question 
the lawyer and threaten him with judicial proceedings, 
but with an equanimity which did not seem justified by 
the enormity of the accusation against the attorney, the 
judge said, “Just sit down, young man; your attorney 
has been appointed by this court and is in charge of 
your case; proceed with your opening statement, Mr. 
District Attorney.” Upon this the trial continued, re- 
sulting in a prompt acquittal. The man had tried to 
plead guilty but the court found him innocent. 

This is a short story about two brothers, orphans, 
one of whom was about twenty-five years old, and world- 
ly wise; with a long prison record. The other brother 
was eighteen, with no prison record. The redeeming 
virtue in the older brother lay in the fact that since he 
got out of prison he had taken good care of his younger 
brother and a deep affection had arisen between them. 
One evening just outside a dance hall the proprietor 
had an argument with a knife-wielding man and in con- 
sequence he was grievously cut and slashed around the 
middle and in the groin. He was taken to the hospital 
and the younger brother readily confessed to the crime. 
Of course, he was ‘arrested and charged. 

But the judge who had to try the case felt that all was 
not as it appeared on the surface. The judge was 
schooled in the habits of men, outwardly harsh and for- 
bidding in physical stature and demeanor; possessed of 
that intuitive sense that marks the good judge. He felt 
uneasy in the defendant’s too ready acknowledgment of 
guilt on arraignment; he had the probation officer make 
a quiet investigation from which it was reported to him 
that in all probability the eighteen-year-old defendant 
did not commit the crime, but that rather the older 
brother was the culprit. 

The court appointed counsel who verified to his own 
satisfaction the suspicions of the judge and the proba- 
tion officer. The attorney moved to withdraw the plea of 
guilty and substitute a plea of not guilty; the defendant 
refused to withdraw his plea, again stated his guilt and 
said that he wanted no counsel. The judge struck out 
the guilty plea and on his own motion entered the plea 
of not guilty in the minutes. Over the strenuous objec- 
tion of the defendant the case reached the point de- 
scribed above. 





The Editor is indebted for the information found herein to an ar- 
ticle by Frederick E. Hoar, of the Bakersfield, California, Bar, and 
published in Case and Comment. 
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In the meantime, while the trial of the boy was pend- 
ing, the grand jury, on information submitted to it, in- 
dicted the older brother for the same offense, and dur- 
ing the subsequent events the older brother remained 
in jail. 

ki the trial of the younger brother the man who had 
been cut was brought from the hospital, still weak and 
in a precarious state of health. On direct examination 
he testified to all the particulars sufficient to convict 
except one, and that was cleared on cross examination 
by two questions: “Did this man (pointing) cut you?” 
“No.” “Who did?” “His brother.” 

With the jury’s verdict of acquittal the eighteen-year- 
old defendant was still morose and thanked neither the 
court, his lawyer nor the jury; he was, in fact, more an- 
tagonistic over his release than a guilty man could be 
over his conviction. 

The reason for his unusual behavior was that he 
loved his brother, his cnly living kin, and he knew that 
if his brother were tried his long criminal record would 
get him the sentence of an habitual criminal. Being free 
from any criminal record himself the younger brother 
was willing to make false acknowledgment of his 
brother’s crime. 

The sequel proved very interesting. The district at- 
torney was in a real dilemma. The boy, acquitted, still 
said that he did it; he said that he would so testify at 
his brother’s trial, despite the fact that the jury had de- 
clared him not guilty. The district attorney concluded 
that it would be impossible to secure a conviction and 
dismissed the indictment against the older brother who 
was released. 

The younger brother was sitting in the spectators’ sec- 
tion of the courtroom when the motion to dismiss was 
granted by the judge (who was probably inwardly fum- 
ing at the prospect of the real culprit’s escaping alto- 
gether). The younger boy’s eyes widened a bit and for 
the first time he smiled a little. The brothers left the 
courtroom together and soon afterwards left the county. 

The dance hall proprietor eventually recovered. The 
lawyer who had defended the younger brother often 
wonders what the victim thinks about the quirks in 
procedure by which, although he almost died, the man 
who cut him was never even tried. 

When the Editor of Erernity read this story in Case 
and Comment he was, of course, struck by some of the 
analogies that could be drawn from it. 

Every son of Adam’s race was guilty before God, the 
great Judge. There could be no doubt of the guilt. It 
was apparent in every attitude of every man, and the 
photographic record of the defendant’s heart was spread 
in the pages of the Bible. The Judge had been a spec- 
tator of the fall and continuing criminal record of each 
and every defendant. But the nature of the Judge is 
love. He did not desire that the sinner should nerish, 
so He devised a way of judicial procedure whereby the 
guilty man might go free. He Himself, in the person of 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, came down and took 
the form of the criminal in order that He might redeem 
those who were under condemnation. 


Be regular in devotion, instant in prayer, persevering in Bible study. 7 








The technical judicial procedure whereby the Judge 
was able to convict an innocent Man and free the guilty 
is most beautiful. In the code book of His law He de- 
clared that there was no difference between sins. ““Who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10). “As many as are 
of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do 
them” (Gal. 3:10). 

Human law is divided into categories. If a man steals 
three dollars, he is guilty of petit larceny. If he steals 
thirty thousand dollars, he is guilty of grand larceny. 
There is a difference between murder in the first degree, 
murder in the second degree, manslaughter, and other 
categories. When a man commits a crime, he often gets 
a good lawyer and attempts to be tried on some charge 
less than that of which he is really guilty. 


With God there are no categories of sin. Under hu- - 


man law a man is not a thief until he steals. Under 
divine law God declares that a man steals because he is 
a thief. And, above all, God declares that when a man 
transgresses any part of the law he is guilty of all. It 
isn’t necessary to be a sinner who would be called vile 
in the sight of men in order to be utterly condemned 
by God. In an antique store I once saw a cup and 
saucer that dated from the eighteenth century. I knew 
immediately from the shade of green that was on the 
cup that it had been colored with powdered jade and 
that it was valuable. I asked the price and found that 
it was only a few dollars. Looking at it carefully, I saw 
that there was a nick in the lip of the cup about as big 
as three pin heads. I called attention to it and the 
salesman said dryly, “If that nick wasn’t there that cup 
and saucer would be worth a hundred and fifty dollars. 
It would be a museum piece.” Just a little nick and its 
perfection was gone. That is God’s way of measuring 
sin. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in any point, he is guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10). 
That verse deserves constant repetition. 

Now there comes a technicality in God’s law which is 
very important to us. Back in the book of Deuteronomy 
there is to be found a clause which says, “Cursed is 
every one that hangeth upon a tree” (Deut. 21:23 
Heb.). The New Testament picks this verse and states 
that “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 

The Lord Jesus came to this earth, perfect, innocent, 
without spot or blemish. He loved us. He knew that 
we were guilty and that if we were brought before the 
bar of God there could be no sentence other than utter 
condemnation. There would be no mitigating circum- 
stances. We would have to receive the treatment ac- 
corded to the habitual criminal. For “the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and incurably wicked” (Jer. 
17:9 Heb.). “The carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God” (Rom. 8:7) . 

Men took Him with wicked hands and nailed Him to 
the cross. In that moment, when He was lifted up to 
die, the technicality of God’s law became operative. 
Though perfect in Himself, yet the Lord Jesus became 
a technical violator of God’s law. He thereby became 
guilty of all sin. God made Christ “to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Thus He “became 
a curse for us.” 

Now the Judge, in all righteousness can take all of 
the guilt of all men (since the Lord Jesus was and is in- 


8 The true believer is in the process of bearing fruit all the time. 


finite God and can thereby take the guilt of any num- 
ber of finite beings), and pay that debt of guilt. The 
cross of Jesus Christ is the love of God paying the fine 
that was demanded by the justice of God. There is no 
use arguing about it for the Bible everywhere presents 
the idea that the one important thing is that the Judge 
declares Himself to be satisfied with the death of Christ 
instead of the death of the sinner, and that in conse- 
quence He is ready to acquit the guilty and declare him 
justified on the grounds of Christ’s death, if the guilty 
man will merely acknowledge the facts in the case. 

It is so simple that many people have stumbled over 
it. The unbiased mind is forced to admit that this is 
what the Old Testament teaches in the pageant of the 
lambs on the altar, and this is what the New Testament 
teaches in the flat statements of doctrine that are set 
forth throughout its whole course. Christ declared that 
He came to give His life a ransom for many (Matt. 20: 
28). God declares that He has accepted that payment 
and in consequence remains just even while justifying 
the ungodly (Rom. 3:24-27). 

In the California legal case there was a miscarriage 
of justice because a man, innocent of one crime, being 
tried and declaring himself to be guilty, thereby made it 
impossible to bring the truly guilty man to conviction 
for his crime. In the case of the Lord God Almighty, a 
way was found where love could triumph without spoil- 
ing true justice. The perfectly innocent was declared 
completely guilty and took the complete and infinite 
punishment, thereby making it possible for the Judge 
to retain His righteousness and yet clear the guilty sin- 
ner. The one who believes is declared to be righteous, 
even though he is ungodly. “To him that worketh not, 
but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted unto him instead of righteousness” 
(Rom. 4:5 Heb.). The believer is “justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that he is in Christ 
Jesus: whom God set forth to be a mercy-seat through 
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past (i.e., the sins of those 
who lived before the time of Christ), through the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time, His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It 
is excluded. By what law? of works? No; but by the law 
of faith” (Rom. 3:24-27 Heb.) . 

The results of this truth are set forth throughout the 
New Testament. In the eighth chapter of Romans the 
final legal result is set down. “There is therefore now 
no judgment for them that are in Christ Jesus . . .” And 
toward the end of the chapter there are statements 
which may be paraphrased as follows. What shall we 
say then to these things? If God, the Judge, be for us, 
who can be against us? He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
also with Him freely give us all things? Who shall bring 
any legal charge against the ones whom God hath cho- 
sen in Christ, and declared righteous on the basis of His 
death? (That is to say, the prosecuting attorney, Satan, 
the accuser of the brethren, has been disbarred from 
appearance in the jurisdiction of God). God has justi- 
fied us. Who would pronounce sentence against us? 
The Judge has given His Son to die for us, and so has 
become our Father. 

The case has been tried; the prosecutor disbarred; 
the Judge has become my Saviour; the court is ad- 
journed sine die. There will never be another appear- 
ance of the justified sinner before the court. In the last 
great assize the Saviour will stand as our advocate and 
declare us to be free forever. 

Tue ENpD 
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ETERNITY 


BY G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 


“But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you: and ye shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and into 
the uttermost part of the earth”—Acts 1:8. 


If we know our Lord only at the cross, we know very 
much, but not all. And if we know Him only in the 
place of His resurrection, from external observation, we 
know very much, but not all. After both the cross and 
the resurrection, He said to the men with whom He had 
tabernacled for three years, ““Tarry ye in the city, until 
ye be clothed with power from on high.” His first 
command to them after resurrection—first in the order 
of their obedience, last in the order of His actual utter- 
ance—was not to go, but to wait; not to hasten, but to 
tarry. And in that fact lies great significance. 

How shall we describe these men? Let us first remem- 
ber that they were lovers of the Lord, and loyal to 
Him. I do not think their question was so ignorant 
as we sometimes imagine it to be. They were not ignor- 
ant of God’s ultimate intention. They were ignorant 
of God’s present method. 

They did not understand the meaning of the cross. 
They had never understood it. They had shunned it 
from its first mention. Attempting to escape it, they 
had been scattered like chaff before the wind. But they 
had been gathered again by the inexplicable mystery 
of His resurrection, and they were perforce compelled 
to new loyalty to the One who stood amongst them. 
That explains their inquiry as to whether He was now 
about to fulfill the prophecy of the ancient Scriptures. 
And “He said unto them, It is not for you to know 
times or seasons, which the Father hath set within His 
own authority.” That answer was not a rebuke for their 
conception of the ultimate. He did not say that the 
kingdom was never to be restored to Israel. It is as 
though Christ had said to these men, I am not au- 
thorized of My Father to give you any program, or 
calendar. The Father hath set the times and seasons 
within His own authority. Israel will be restored, the 
kingdom will be set up, the whole earth must yet be 
brought into submission to the Kingship of God, and all 
the beneficent results must come, but it is not for you to 
know the times of these things. 

What then was necessary? 
“But ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you: and ye shall 
be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea 
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with the trustees of his estate. 








We have no abiding city, but we have an abiding Christ. 9 








and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
From the viewpoint of the disciples at that moment this 
was a very unsatisfactory thing to say. 

Let us endeavor to understand what this meant to 
these men. How strange their experiences had been. 
He had disappointed them in His plan and method. 
They had been brought to despair by His cross. Strange 
new hopes and expectations had arisen in their hearts 
in the light of His resurrection. These were all again 
extinguished when He said that it was not for them to 
know times or seasons. All He told them was that they 
were to be His witnesses, and in order that they might 
be, they should receive power. A program without a 
program! No details, no arrangements, none of the 
things we love so much, but only an attitude and an 
atmosphere; a duty and a dynamic; a responsibility and 
a resource! Witnesses in the power of the Spirit. There- 
fore, He said to them, Wait, tarry. He halted them 
upon the verge of their going, arrested them at the very 
moment when they would have been away to tell the 
mystic story of His resurrection. Just as He had demon- 
strated His Kingship by resurrection so that there could 
be no doubt to any honest mind, and they were anxious 
to tell the story, He said, No, not yet, you are not ready, 
you must wait. 

For what were they to wait? The answer is in one 
word of the text, and that word I desire to emphasize, 
and I shall deal with some of its suggestions: “power.” 
“Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you.” Now in order that we may understand the 
meaning of the power, let us look at these men, for we 
shall understand the provision by a study of the lack. 
What did they lack? First of all they needed a new 
intellectual power. The use of the word power in that 
connection is a perfectly accurate one, for we speak of a 
man of strong mind, and of the strengthening of the 
mind. These men at the moment lacked the ability 
to apprehend truth which it was necessary for them to 
understand, if they were indeed to be witnesses of 
Jesus. This inability they had demonstrated by their 
attitude toward Him during His public ministry, and 
by the question they asked as they stood around Him 
in the light of His resurrection power and glory. They 
were ignorant of the very things that they must appre- 
ciate intellectually if they were to accomplish the pur- 
pose of their Lord. 

They did not understand the meaning of the halt in 
the apparent progress of the King to the kingdom. They 
did not understand the nature of the kingdom. They 
had a correct idea of what its external manifestation 
would be; but they did not understand all that was 
necessary to the production thereof. They did not see 
that the King who would set up the kingdom toward 
which prophets looked, and of which seers sang, must 
begin, not at the circumference, but at the center. They 
did not understand that the first movement must be 
that of spiritual regeneration. They did not understand 
Him, they did not understand His cross, they did not 
understand His resurrection. They did not understand 
what He was about to do. They needed a'new intel- 
lectual power. Not long ere He had left them, in those 
wonderful discourses which are precious to us still, He 
had said that most remarkable thing, “I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now,” 
which did not merely mean that he had to tell them of 
coming suffering, of which they would be afraid; but 
that the things which He had to tell their minds could 
not grasp. All through His ministry, Jesus said things 


10 Humility is not depreciation of ourselves, but appreciation of God. 


they never understood until the Spirit brought them 
to their remembrance, and they flamed in new light and 
meaning. 

When I am told it is necessary for me to go back to 
the Gospels, and confine my attention to them, I say I 
cannot do it. They are not complete, final and perfect. 
These men in the olden days did not understand the 
meaning of the cross. And we never find the Christ in 
all His fullness until we have passed through the pre- 
liminary and necessary study of the Gospels into the 
spacious and far-reaching splendor of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the epistles. They needed intellectual 
power, the quickening of the mind which should en- 
able them to see to the heart of the spiritual mystery. 

Then they needed also spiritual power, in the first 
the simplest sense of the word. Spiritual power as 
against the power of the carnal life and nature. In the 
Corinthian letter Paul carefully distinguished between 
these two things. “I, brethren, could not speak unto 
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes 
in Christ.” These men were still in the grip of their 
own carnal nature, and in order to be witnesses they 
had to live before the world the life of spiritual victory. 
They had to manifest to men the fact that a life can 
be lived, which never answers the call of the flesh; that 
it is possible for man, and indeed, it is God’s first Divine 
intention for man, that he should seek the upper things, 
and not the lower; that he should—to use the apostle’s 
great word—keep the body under, which does not for a 
moment mean that he is to bruise and chastise and 
mutilate the body; but that it is to be kept in its proper 
place, that of subservience. These men had to live that 
life, and they were unequal to it. The desires of the 
flesh and of the mind were triumphing within them, 
and fleshly ideals had undoubtedly crept into their 
estimate of the work of the Christ. But there came a 
moment, to quote the great apostle, when he said, 
“Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the 
flesh: even though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now we know Him so no more.” But these men 
had not yet come to that place of spiritual ascendancy 
and power. They were still living the carnal life, and 
they needed a power that should set them above the 
pull of the base and the low, and make them kings over 
the territory of their own being by spiritual apprecia- 
tion and spiritual power. 

These men needed a new power of the affection and 
of the will. They were going out to strange days, and 
He knew it right well. He had told them in some of 
His earliest discourses of what they would pass through 
after His crucifixion. He had told them that He would 
send them forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; that 
men would hunt and persecute them from city to city, 
and imagine they did God service; and they needed a 
new power of the affection and of the will, for the 
world would be against them. See how they had evi- 
denced that need in recent days. No one can deny— 
and I always try to be careful here—that they loved 
their Lord. They loved Him with all the affection of 
their nature before the cross, and yet when the storm 
burst about His sacred head, and all the malice of Hell, 
expressing itself through men, was let loose upon Him, 
where were they? “All the disciples left. Him, and 
fled.” I am not inclined to blame them. I say it rever- 
ently that I am afraid I would have been one of the 
first to flee. Oh, it was a tragic hour! But they have to 
face the storm again. The world desiring to crucify 
Him, will desire to crucify them; and if they incarnate 
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His life of truth and perfection, the spirit of evil will 
be against them. They are not going to an easy soft- 
ness of life, but to heroism, and conflict and peril and 
danger; and if the old life was not strong enough to 
keep them loyal when He was the Center of the storm, 
how are they to be kept loyal when they themstlves be- 
come the center of the storm? They need a new power 
of the affection and the will. 


And finally they needed a new power which would be 
with them, and enable them to do the peculiar and re- 
markable work committed to them, because He had 
forbidden them to use the things which men usually 
consider powerful. They were to go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God. They were sent forth to proclaim the 
fact that God’s kingdom centers around God’s King, 
and that God had vindicated the Kingship of Jesus by 
raising Him from the dead. These men were not sent 
to preach a theory of God’s Kingship. They were sent 
to bring men into the kingdom. He did not send these 
men forth to preach a new philosophy, or a new theory. 
He sent them to compel wills, and bring men into sub- 
jection. And yet—He had already said in the tragic 
moment of His own rejection, “Put up again thy sword 
into its place; for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword,”—they were not to win His vic- 
tories by the unsheathing of the sword. And no victory 
for Christ has ever been won in that way. To use the 
sword in order to establish His kingdom is a blunder 
and a mistake. 

And moreover, they were not to establish His king- 
dom by policy. They were not to seek the help of the 
other forces, or enter into alliances with them. What 
then were they to do? Tell a story? That was all. The 
story of the risen, crucified, exalted, coming Christ. 
There is no government on earth that would not hold 
you in contempt if you suggested that 1: should extend 
its territory by telling a story. Here I do not desire to 
be misunderstood. They had a great deal more to do 
when the people, hearing the story, became obedient to 
it and submitted to the King. Then there was to be or- 
ganization: then there was to be realization of the King- 
ship of God. But the victories were to be won by the 
telling of the story. When Paul passed through those 
Greek cities, they said of him in Athens, “This babbler”’ 
cometh hither also. The word “babbler” indicates a 
teller of stories and they so called him because he told 
them of Jesus and His resurrection. That is all these 
men had to do. They were to establish a kingdom by 
telling a tale. 

Tell me the old, old, story of Jesus and His love. 

That is the Church’s work. It is her initial work. 
Without banners, or flags, or trumpets, or policies, or 
sword, she is to go out and tell the story; to herald the 
evangel. 

Now look at these men. Lacking intellectual power, 
they could not appreciate the meaning; lacking spir- 
itual power, they were not free from the pull of the 
carnal; weak in their affectional nature, they were not 
strong enough to stand against the enmity of the world; 
and devoid of any power upon which they set any 
value, they were unable to accomplish His work. To 
them He said, Wait, tarry! It is not for you to have the 
calendar and the almanac and the program. These 
things are hidden in the authority of the Father. But 
you are to be My witnesses, and you will need intel- 
lectual power to witness as you should; you will need 
spiritual power, behind the witness of the lip there 
must be that of the life; you will need an affectional 
power if you are to be true to Me amid the storm and 
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stress; you will need a new volitional power in the work 
committed to you. 

We turn for a moment or two, then, to notice the 
nature of the power promised. We have been attempt- 
ing to understand it by considering the lack. Now see 
how this promise of power meets all the need. The 
power in which these men were to do their work is in 
no sense of men, and yet it is to be closely united to 
men. The power in which the Christ triumphed 
through the testimony of the disciples, and the power in 
which He still triumphs through their testimony, is en- 
tirely apart from the men as to source, but it is closely 
united to man as to act. And here is the whole phi- 
losophy of Christian life, and of service especially. 


The Spirit of God can only do the work of Christ in 
the world through human instrumentality. Man can 
only do the work of Christ in the world through the 
power of the Spirit. He united forever the souls that trust 
Him with the infinite Spirit of power. In them He 
found a medium for the Spirit to carry on His enter- 
prises and accomplish His victory. In the Spirit He 
gave them the full and great and gracious equipment 
which would enable them to do all He was sending 
them to do. The Holy Spirit said He shall come upon 
you. That promise, so simple, and yet so sublime, stands 
over against the need of which we have spoken. They 
lacked intellectual power, but the Spirit knoweth the 
deep things of God, and discerneth all things. 


When He came to these men, at once the horizon was 
flung far back, and the opaque became transparent, and 
the bloody and brutal cross flamed into the purple 
glory of imperial dignity and redemptive power. And 
no man filled with the Holy Spirit of God ever dares to 
speak of the cross in the terms of the human only. 
These men saw the meaning, and all life was changed 
in its appearance when God by the Holy Spirit came 
into intimate and abiding relationship with them. God 
Himself was new. Christ was new, men were changed, 
the matters of the moment took on a different appear- 
ance. Wherever they looked they saw the old things, 
but never again were they the same. Yea, verily: — 


Earth’s crammed with Heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God; 

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes— 
The rest sit round it, and pluck blackberries. 


These men had been plucking blackberries! But 
when the Spirit came they saw the flaming bush! It 
was the same bush, and other men passed it by, and 
saw it only as the scrub bush of the dreary desert, but 
they saw it flaming with meaning. 

And the coming of the Spirit meant, not merely 
intellectual power, but also spiritual power. It was 
when their lives became suffused with that spiritual 
energy which is of God that they reached the plane of 
holiness of life and character. Hcliness is never merely 
it, it is Him; never merely something into which a man 
forces Himself by self-wiii, but something into which a 
man comes by the unveiling of God by the Holy 
Spirit. And these men went out to show other men 
what human life might be, a triumph every day, not 
because they had won by struggling, but by yielding to 
the Spirit. They found a power mastering the carnal 
when the spiritual took possession of them. 

And did they need a new power of the affection and 
the will? The coming of the Spirit meant this, that 
the love of God was shed abroad in their hearts. Is not 
that another of the phrases that we have done despite 


(Continued on page 47) 


Every friendship gives us an opportunity to practice our priesthood. 1] 











The Editor has been rather severely criticized for call- 
ing neo-orthodoxy by the name of pseudo-orthodoxy. 
A most interesting confirmation of this description is to 
be found in a detailed study in three installments, writ- 
ten by one of the most outspoken liberals of the passing 
generation. Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, retired edi- 
tor of the Christian Century, published in three num- 
bers of that weekly in the month of June, an article 
entitled, The Liberalism of Neo-orthodoxy. Some sen- 
tences are revealing. “There are three schools of thought 
with which neo-orthodoxy stands in a relation of both 
contrast and affinity. They are (1) liberalism, (2) or- 
thodoxy, and (3) fundamentalism. ...” “The first thing 
to be said is that the term ‘neo-orthodoxy’ is a mis- 
nomer. Literally, it means a revived orthodoxy. This is 
most inexact. . . The movement that has been saddled 
with this name could more accurately be identified as a 
revival of evangelicalism than of orthodoxy. . . To iden- 
tify this new movement as a revival of the orthodoxy 
of the traditional creeds represents a failure to discern 
its most inward characteristics. . .” “I wish to devote this 
essay to a consideration of the relation of neo-orthodoxy 
to liberalism. I shall maintain that there is far more 
common ground for both argument and understanding 
between liberalism and neo-orthodoxy than is generally 
supposed. . . In my opinion neo-orthodoxy has been the 
victim of much prejudiced caricature by writers who 
call themselves liberals. Had they penetrated the real 
inwardness of neo-orthodoxy, I believe they would have 
recognized its kinship with liberalism. I also feel that 
the exponents of neo-orthodoxy have not sufficiently 
recognized the strong currents of liberalism in their 
own thinking. . . It may shock many readers of neo- 
orthodox literature for me to affirm, as I intend to do, 
that neo-orthodoxy is an extension and development of 
the spirit and method of liberalism.” Dr. Morrison then 
points out that “virtually all the exponents of neo- 
orthodoxy came to their position by way of liberal- 
ism. . .” and that “the converts to this new way of 
thinking come chiefly from the camp of liberalism, 
rather than from fundamentalism or orthodoxy.” “The 
first and most obvious evidence of liberalism in neo- 
orthodoxy is its unreserved acceptance of the results of 
the historical study of the Bible, (i.e., the higher criti- 
cism) , and also its acceptance of the scientific doctrine 
of evolution.” “Neo-orthodoxy stands squarely on the 
liberal side of this controversy” between the conserva- 
tives or orthodox and those who accept evolution. 
“Liberalism .. . says that modern science shows us a 
universe so unlike that of the Biblical outlook that the 
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latter can have for us no more than an antiquarian in- 
terest.” Liberalism shifts the emphasis from a world- 
view of the Bible to its ethical teaching, especially the 
ethical teaching of Jesus. Neo-orthodoxy judges this 
conclusion premature, and believes in a Biblical world- 
view. Dr. Morrison concludes the first part of his essay 
with the sentence: “It must suffice at this point merely 
to assert that, in bringing into bold relief the distinct 
outlines of a Biblical world-view which lies like a 
palimpsest under the Bible’s historically incidental pre- 
scientific outlook upon the physical universe, neo-ortho- 
doxy has operated strictly within the liberal tradition.” 

In his second essay Dr. Morrison takes up, first, the 
doctrine of revelation. He shows first, that in liberalism 
“the idea of revelation has been virtually emptied of its 
meaning,” and that neo-orthodoxy thought that lib- 
eralism had gone too far, and had returned to a belief 
in a revelation. But where does neo-orthodoxy find the 
locus of this revelation? “It finds it in the living his- 
torical experience of which the humanly composed lit- 
erature of the Bible is the reflecting mirror. The his- 
torical experience of Israel, culminating in the historical 
events centering in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ—this is the primary locus of the revelation. 
In this actual history, not in a book, [note that last 
clause] God revealed himself and made known the ulti- 
mate nature and character of the universe and the 
meaning of man’s existence.” “This complete refocusing 
of the concept of revelation from the Bible as a written 
record to the actual historical experience which the 
Bible records, qualifies neo-orthodoxy as a continuation 
of the liberal tradition.” We believe this conclusion of 
Dr. Morrison is all the more true since the neo-ortho- 
doxy, like liberalism, denies the historicity of Adam and 
the fall. “Revelation is no longer based upon authori- 
tarian dogma—the dogma of an infallible Bible—but 
upon historical, that is, empirical fact.” “In this matter 
of revelation, neo-orthodoxy marks a distinct advance 
on the open road of true liberalism. By distinguishing 
the Bible from the revelation, and finding the primary 
locus of the revelation in the living historical experi- 
ence of which the Bible is the product, it set man tree to 
exercise his intelligence in reading the Bible. Neo- 
orthodoxy reads the Bible with a genuinely liberal 
mind, because it is not slavishly bound to the orthodox 
necessity of harmonizing every particular text of Scrip- 
ture with every other text. Its concern is not with texts, 
as such, but with the great concepts which constitute 
the Christian Weltanschauung and dominate the Bible 
as a whole.” 
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Following this, Dr. Morrison has a long section con- 
fessing the absolute bankruptcy of liberalism in the 


‘field of the New Testament. He shows that the liberal 


idea that Christianity should be the religion of Jesus 
and not a religion about Jesus was historically false. 
“But now, contemporary scholarship has turned this 
picture upside down. It shows us that Paul was the 
earliest recorder of facts about Jesus, and that the ear- 
liest Gospel—that of Mark—was written shortly after 
the date of Paul’s death. The net result of this most 
thorough New Testament criticism is that not only 
Paul, but the Gospel writers themselves, give us a pic- 
ture of Jesus and his life and teaching as seen, not 
through the eyes of objective and disinterested specta- 
tors, but through the eyes of Christian faith. This 
means that the Christian faith had, from its near begin- 
ning, taken on certain lineaments of a theological inter- 
pretation, or, in a single word, a Weltanschauung. That 
is to say, the New Testament, including the Gospels 
themselves, gives us not merely the religion of Jesus 
(which, of course, was Judaism carried to its highest 
ethical and universal expression), but the religion 
about Jesus which had been evoked in the mind and 
heart of his followers by his teaching, death and resur- 
rection. This has been tragically upsetting to static 
liberalism.” ° 


That is a remarkable confession, coming from one of 
liberalism’s staunchest warriors, and we are delighted 
to set it down for the record. Morrison then goes on to 
state that in spite of neo-orthodoxy’s acceptance of this 
new critical position there is really not too much dif- 
ference between the position of liberalism and that of 
neo-orthodoxy, since the latter reaches its conclusions 
by liberal means and not by any recourse to Biblical 
authority. 

The same is true in the next section which is a discus- 
sion of eschatology. Here again there is a remarkable 
confession. Morrison acknowledges that liberalism had 
abandoned all eschatology and “centered its interest 
in the moral character and ethical teaching of Jesus. 
This liberal view had become the basis of the social 
gospel, whose aim was the ‘building of the kingdom of 
God on earth.’ But Schweitzer at one stroke seemed to 
cut the ground from under this liberal moralism. . . 
The entire New Testament is now seen as moving with- 
in the eschatological framework. Static liberalism does 
not know what to do with these findings of critical 
scholarship. But neo-orthodoxy accepts the eschatologi- 
cal outlook as, in general, a permanent characteristic 
of the Christian faith. Its critics take the line that this 
tie-up with eschatology represents sheer obscurantism 
and escapism, and classifies neo-orthodoxy with funda- 
mentalism as a fantastic form of Christianity. To the 
mind of static liberalism molded as it has been by the 
concept of historical progress ‘onward and upward for- 
ever,’ the eschatological outlook is repellent and has 
been cast off even as the Bible’s prescientific cosmology 
was cast off.” 

Then, after showing his distaste for a neo-orthodoxy 
that would accept the doctrine of a second coming of 
Christ in any form, Morrison concludes: “And I main- 
tain that, even in this its sharpest deviation from the 
conclusions or major presuppositions cherished by lib- 
eralism in the past, its exponents stand within the lib- 
eral tradition. Though they find this eschatological out- 
look in the New Testament, they do not defend its 
validity by appeal to Biblical authority, as fundamen- 
talism. Between their mind and the fundamentalist 
mind there is an opaque wall. But between the neo- 
orthodox mind and its critics of the liberal school there 
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exists a common liberal feeling for truth which opens 
the way for an intelligible discussion of this highly.con- 
troversial issue.” 

‘The second installment of Dr. Morrison’s essay cen- 
ters around the doctrine of original sin. He confesses 
that “this doctrine is repugnant to static liberalism. Its 
opposite—the doctrine that man is inherently good and 
that sin is an expression of his immaturity or ignorance 
or a maladjustment of some sort—was an integral part 
of the liberal ideology at the beginning of the liberal 
movement. I do not understand, however, that neo- 
orthodox writers deny the quality of goodness in human 
nature.” Morrison then examines Reinhold Niebuhr, 
and concludes that liberals and the Niebuhr neo- 
orthodoxy can get along all right because Niebuhr does 
not accept original sin because of any Bible teaching 
but because of his examination of human nature itself. 
Because of the fact that Niebuhr rejects Biblical au- 
thority, the liberals take him to their heart, even though 
disagreeing with his conclusion. 

The final installment of Dr. Morrison’s argument is 
not as pertinent as the first parts. It is occupied with the 
philosophy of existentialism, and Dr. Morrison comes 
to the conclusion that the neo-orthodox are not alien 
to the liberals in their whole concept and procedure. 
Both answers are empirical. In other words, here again 
there is no place for a scriptural revelation. 

The general conclusion of Dr. Morrison is most acute. 
“What I set out to do in this essay was to determine the 
relation of neo-orthodoxy to liberalism. By examining 
seven of its salient conceptual positions we have found 
that its spirit and procedure constitute an extension of 
the spirit and method of liberalism. At no point have 
we found a conflict between them. Nor have we found 
any ground upon which liberals are justified in excom- 
municating the theologians of this school from the lib- 
eral fellowship. On the other hand it is equally true 
that neo-orthodox theologians have no ground for de- 
nouncing liberalism, as such, as they have done with 
undiscriminating vehemence. Instead, they have every 
reason to assert and defend their own position as a 
projection of the method and spirit of liberalism into 
areas where their fellow liberals refused to follow.” 

To sum it all up, Dr. Morrison proves himself to be 
a daring old man on a flying trapeze. His theological 
gymnastics are breath-taking. He confesses that modern 
scholarship has shot the liberal position full of holes 
and that most of the position is no longer tenable. He 
admits that the neo-orthodox position is much closer to 
modern scholarship. He then makes a full twist and 
says that he can get along with the neo-orthodox, and 
that he recognizes in his own school their true par- 
entage, because their method is one and the same: they 
both deny the Bible as the absolute revelation of God. 

The value of this essay is very great. It is an open con- 
fession of the bankruptcy of liberalism and that its posi- 
tion is not scientifically tenable. All that is so much to 
the good. Secondly, it is an acknowledgment that the 
positions of true conservatives are the scholarly pes 
tions but that he likes them better when they are held 
by false-conservatives, which is to say, neo-orthodox, be- 
cause even though he dislikes the conclusions he does 
not have to accept the Bible. Liberalism was the prod- 
uct of a set of data. The conclusions drawn from the 
data were hasty, and row must be rejected, but since 
neo-orthodoxy accepts the data, and rejects the Bible as 
the locus of revelation, it does not make the unbeliev- 
ing liberal feel too unhappy. We repeat: liberalism is 
sheer unbelief and neo-orthodoxy is pseudo-orthodoxy. 

THe END 


Great faith will bring Heaven to your soul. 13 











It is now more than twenty years 
since I sat under the ministry of the 
late Pastor D. J. Findlay of Glasgow 
during a week-end’s memorable minis- 
try. The sermons he preached are still 
fresh in my mind, but one thing re- 
mains as the outstanding personal 
benefit received, namely, his introduc- 
tion of the value of reading through 
the whole of Scripture regularly and 
systematically. Impressed by the habit 
adopted and used through a long life 
by saintly George Muller, Pastor Find- 
lay had already read through the Bible 
more than seventy times, and as I lis- 
tened I determined to follow in the 
same train. 

It is certainly a major discovery 
when we realize for the first time that 
the Bible is not a collection of more 
or less unrelated texts, but a living 
book, an organic whole. Though writ- 
ten by about forty different men, by 
kings, shepherds, prophets, fishermen, 
a tent-maker, a tax-gatherer and a doc- 
tor, writing in Palestine, Babylon, Per- 
sia, Asia Minor, Greece and Rome, 
over a period of about sixteen cen- 
turies—yet the book is one—a library, 
yet a book, and “all profitable.” 

I desire to submit to you three rea- 
sons why we need to read, and read 
regularly the whole of Scripture: 


- A WuHote Curist NEEDs A 
WHOLE BIBLE 


I take that phrase from the creed of 
St. Augustine. 

A whole Christ for my Salvation 

A whole Bible for my Staff 

A whole Church for my Fellowship 

A whole World for my Parish. 


14 The end of your way may be the beginning of God’s way. 


As life goes on and we have the 
opportunity of discovering more fully 
the intricate nature and deep needs of 
our hearts, all of us must feel that we 
need a whole Christ to save us. Salva- 
tion, in all the blessed content of that 
great Bible word, is such a work, meet- 
ing the needs of past, present, and fu- 
ture; spirit, soul, and body; that no 
one less than a Saviour who is both 
God and Man, infinitely strong yet ab- 
solutely tender, is adequate for the 
great work; and a whole Christ needs 
a whole Bible to reveal Him. His 
unique Person as God-Man, His aton- 
ing death as Lamb of God, His resur- 
rection as Son of God, His ascension 
as Son of Man, His return as Judge of 
all the earth; Christ in all His offices, 
all His glories, all His graces, needs 
the whole Bible, Old Testament and 
New Genesis and Revelation, and all 
between to show forth His excellencies. 
And if we would know Him adeauate- 
ly, we must read all the Bible. In the 
Old Testament He is anticipated, pre- 
figured, and prophesied, in the New He 
is portrayed; in the Gospels as on 
earth, in the Acts and Epistles as in 
Glory, and in the Revelation as return- 


ing. 

At the end of his life George Muller 
was wont to say—and we may take 
this as his last and greatest commen- 
dation of his God and Saviour—“My 
God is a lovely Being.” So He is, and 
so He must be as revealed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If we would :see the 
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loveliness of Christ in its many hues 
end changes, we must read all the Bi- 
ble and read it systematically. 

The second reason for such reading 
is: 


An Earnest CHRISTIAN NEEDS 
A WHOLE Diet 


Some time ago I had the privilege of 
being conducted round the biological 
department of one of our largest firms 
of manufacturing chemists. I saw 
there rats, mice and other animals— 
all humanely handled as I felt—being 
fed on diets deficient in some vital 
food factors. Here was one batch on 
a calcium-free diet, another batch was 
without Vitamin A, B, C or D. The 
results of the deficiencies were patent, 
and after due observation, were soon 
supplied and rectified. I fear that 
many of us Christians are being fed, 
or are feeding ourselves, on a de- 
ficient diet. We love the Psalms and 
John, reading them almost exclusively. 

The Bible is like unto a magnificent 
palace constructed of precious orien- 
tal stone, comprising 66 stately cham- 
bers. Each one of these chambers is 
different from its fellows, and is per- 
fect in its individual beauty, while to- 
gether they form an edifice incompar- 
ably majestic, glorious, and sublime. 

_ In the book of Genesis we enter the 
grand Vestibule where we are imme- 
diately introduced to the records of 
the mighty work of God in creation. 
This Vestibule gives access to the Law 
Courts, passing through which we 
come to the Picture Gallery of the his- 
torical books. Here we find hung upon 
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the walls scenes of battles, heroic 
deeds, and portraits of valiant men of 
God, Beyond the Picture Gallery we 
find the Philosopher’s Chamber—the 
book of Job—passing through which 
we enter the Music Room—the book of 
Psalms—and here we linger, thrilled 
by the grandest harmonies that ever 
fell on human ears. Then we come to 
the Business Office—the book of Prov- 
erbs in the very center of which stands 
the motto, “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” Leaving the Business Office 
we pass into the Research Department 
—Ecclesiastes—and thence into the 
Conservatory—the Song of Solomon— 
where greet us the fragrant aroma of 
choicest fruits and flowers, and the 
sweet singing of birds. We then reach 
the Observatory where the Prophets 
with their powerful telescopes are look- 
ing for the appearing of the “Bright 
and Morning Star,” prior to the dawn- 
ing of the “Sun of Righteousness.” 
Crossing the court-yard, we come to 
the Audience Chamber of the King— 
the Gospels—where we find four life- 
like portraits of the King Himself, re- 
vealing the perfections of His infinite 
beauty. Next we enter the Workroom 
of the Holy Spirit—the Acts of the 
Apostles—and beyond that the Corre- 
spondence Room—the Epistles—where 
we see Paul and Peter, James, John, 
and Jude, busy at their tables under 
the personal direction of the Spirit of 
Truth. Finally we enter the Throne 
Room—the book of Revelation—where 
we are enrapt by the mighty volume 
of adoration and praise which is ever 
addressed to the enthroned King, and 
which fills the vast Chamber: while in 
the adjacent Galleries and Judgment 
Hall there are portrayed solemn scenes 
of judgment and wondrous scenes of 
glory associated with the coming mani- 
festation of the Son of God as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 

One of the brightest stones in 
Church history—all the brighter be- 
cause of a dark background—is the 
record of the early days of the Wal- 
densian Church. Peter Waldo had led 
his friends and followers into the hills 
and mountains of the North of Italy 
where they hoped to be free from 
Rome. The emissaries of the Pope, 
however, were following and closing in 
on them. Waldo therefore conceived 
the idea of their company’s learning 
the Bible off by heart. One undertook 
Genesis, another Exodus, one memor- 
ized Matthew’s Gospel, another James’ 
Epistle. Which would you have cho- 
sen? 

The day came when the sixty-six 
books of Old and New Testaments 


were stored in their memories and it 


was possible to detect by a man’s con- 
versation which book he had learned. 
One spoke much of abiding in Christ 
—he had learned St. John; another 
spoke much of the Lord’s return—he 
had committed the Thessalonian Epis- 
tles to memory. If you wanted the 
whole Bible you needed sixty-six dif- 
ferent men and women to make their 
contribution, and no one person could 
give the whole or was likely to show 
forth in his conversation all the facts 
and truths of Holy Scripture. We are 
called, however, to an all-round, bal- 
anced life and need an all-round, bal- 
anced diet. To live too much in one 
part or in one truth may easily pro- 
duce a crank. “All Scripture . . . is 
profitable . . .” that the man of God 
may be perfect, that is full-grown and 
all-round. 

The third reason why we should 
regularly read all parts of the Scrip- 
tures is that we may have: 


A Wortnuy View or Gop Anp 
His Worip 


God is a great God with a wise and 
comprehensive plan for the whole 
world, and as we read the whole of 
Scripture we shall see Him working to- 
ward the end. Let me quote you some 
verses I have treasured long. 
When I Read the Bible Through 
I supposed I knew my Bible, reading 
piecemeal, hit or miss, 

Now a bit of John or Matthew, now a 
snatch of Genesis, 

Certain chapters of Isaiah, certain 
Psalms (the twenty-third! ) 


: Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs— 


yes I thought I knew the Word! 
But I found that thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 
And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through. 
Oh, the massive mighty volume! Oh, 
the treasures manifold! 
Oh, the beauty and the wisdom and the 
grace it proved to hold! 


_As the story of the Hebrews swept in 


majesty along, 
As it leaped in waves ‘prophetic; as it 
burst to sacred song. 
As it gleamed with Christly omens, 
The Old Testament was new, 
Strong with cumulative power, 
When I read the Bible through. 
Oh, imperial Jeremiah, with his keen 
and sparkling mind! 
And the dear old Nehemiah, and Eze- 
kiel refined! 
Newly comes the Minor Prophets, each 
with his distinctive robe; 
Newly came the song idyllic, and the 
tragedy of Job; 
Deuteronomy, the regal, 
To a towering mountain grew 
With its comrade peaks around it 
When I read the Bible through. 
What a radiant procession as the pages 
rise and fall! 
James the sturdy, John the tender—oh, 
the myriad-minded Paul! 
Vast apocalyptic glories wheel and 
thunder, flash and flame, 
While the Church triumphant raises 
one Incomparable Name. 
(Continued on page 46) 








A tombstone in Philadelphia recently toppled 
from its base. It had stood for more than two 
and a half centuries in what was now a weed- 
, covered cemetery. The falling stone attracted 
enough attention to have its inscription deciphered. 
The epitaph reads: 
aged 71, Surveyor-General of William Penn. He 
drafted the plan and laid out the city of Phila- 
delphia.” 

There is another tomb, in far off Jerusalem, that 
has been lost to the ages. Though some think it 
lies in one place and some in another, its glory is 
not in the fame of dusty bones that it once housed, 
for the flesh of its occupant rested in hope and 
the body did not see corruption. The occupant 
was the Lord Jesus, who drafted the plan and 
laid out the city of God, which hath foundations, 
and which is the homeland of all who put their 
trust in the Saviour. 


"Thomas Holme, died 1695, 


The Lord cannot lead you if you will hold on to anything else. 15 














HUMILIATION 


I got this Editorial idea from a line 
in Time and a page in Life that came 
out last week. Reporting Billy Gra- 
ham’s visit to the White House, Time 
said the evangelist, whose work has 
been so wonderfully blessed and owned 
of God, had suggested to the President 
that he proclaim a National Day of 
Prayer -and Humiliation. Truman 
talked about the Sermon on the 
Mount and Time said that “Billy 
emerged pleased; but there would be 
no National Day of Humiliation.” 

The next day Life came out with 
pages about the fiasco of our Armies 
in South Korea. The first page head- 
line, under a photograph of the body 
of a dead American soldier was, “Why 
Are We Taking a Beating?” The an- 
swers were all there, with documentary 
proof for many of the paragraphs. 
Truman’s own politicking had been 
one of the major causes: “During the 
1948 campaign he promised the peo- 
ple some expensive things — continued 
high farm price support, increased So- 
cial Security—— and in order to pay 
off his campaign promises, he took the 
money from the military budget. He 
gambled that we would not need For- 
restal’s combat forces and lost the 
gamble.” 

Life published reports of soldiers 
with insufficient rations—a major 
gave orders, “One ration now being 
distributed for tomorrow. It’s not for 
breakfast. It’s one ration for break- 
fast, lunch, and dinner. Save it, boys.” 
That was a day of humiliation for the 
United States of America, richest coun- 
try on earth. We will not humble our- 
selves; God will do it for us. 

A lieutenant came into a command 
post, weeping. His troops had been 
enveloped three times in as many days 
and nights and he had been ordered 
to abandon his wounded soldiers and 
retreat. He came in crying, and a 
doctor attempted to soothe him as he 
gave orders concerning the treatment 
of another soldier. “It’s been rough, 
lieutenant,” the doctor said consol- 
ingly. The lieutenant’s voice rose, 
“Rough? That’s not it, doctor, it’s 
those kids. Four of them. Our orders 
were to fight our way out and leave 
the wounded. One of those kids looked 
at me as we were leaving, doctor. His 


belly had been blown open. I handed 


16 





him a grenade and took off. If I'd had 
more guts, I’d have shot him myself.” 
That was indeed a day of humiliation 
for the United States of America. One 
of our officers had to leave a soldier 
to commit suicide in the face of the 
enemy. 

I tell you, Mr. Truman, that some of 
us are praying that God Almighty will 
give us so many days of searching, 
searing, burning humiliation that you 
will be forced in desperation to pro- 
claim a Day of National Prayer and 
Humiliation, for if you will not pro- 
claim the day of humiliation, God Al- 
mighty will give it to us until it runs 
out of our ears. For nations, as for 
individuals, he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted and he that exalteth 
himself shall be abased. 


KOREAN PROSPECTS 


As we write, the American forces in 
Korea are being pushed steadily south- 
ward and it is now more than possible 
that we shall be reduced to a toe hold 
or even forced to evacuate Korea tem- 
porarily. The forces that we are gather- 
ing, however, are very strong and there 
is no reason to believe that we shall 
not be able to reoccupy Korea. The 
question will then come as to where 
we should stop. In our opinion it would 
be fatal to redraw the 38th parallel and 
allow the Communists full liberty 
north of that line. The entire peninsula 
should be occupied and the govern- 
ment of a free people established, and 
the Communist influence destroyed. If 
this is not done, all of the old difficul- 
ties will be as they were before, and 
the northerners will have the oppor- 
tunity to recoup their forces and in- 
vade again when the opportunity is 
right. 

The United Nations seems to have 
gained in prestige because of its action 
but it must not be overlooked that it 
has also lost Russia and her satellites, 
and that today it is little more than an 
anti-Communist alliance, depending 
largely on the strength and force of 
the United States and our great ability 
to prepare war material. 

A factor which we as Christians 
should understand is that there was a 
great spiritual movement in Korea 
during the past half century, and that 
many thousands of people have been 


Sin is selfishness in operation. 


born again. Multitudes of these have 
been crying unto God for the deliver- 
ance of their land. In South Korea 
during the months that preceded the 
invasion, there was a manifest turning 
to God. In fact, one close observer be- 
lieves that the failure of the Russians 
to captivate the student class, which 
ordinarily in other lands furnish so 
many left wing leaders, can be ex- 
plained by the great Christian testi- 
mony that took place in the schools 
and the very large number of students 
who were born again. In Seoul, the 
capitol, so many thousands of people 
attended church on the Sundays pre- 
ceding the invasion, that it was neces- 
sary to move the pulpit to the outside 
of the church and preach to the multi- 
tudes gathered outside, since this num- 
ber was far larger than the number 
that could secure entrance to the 
church building. We must cry unto 
God for the believers in Korea. It is 
quite comprehensible that Satan wished 
to attack a country where there are so 
many of God’s own, and we must join 
them in their cry for deliverance. 


THE PARALYTIC ‘ 


Few articles that I have published 
through the course of the year drew 
the response or the continued question- 
ing that arose from the story of 
Charles Symmington, a Methodist lay- 
man, active for many years with the 
Christian Business Men of Philadel- 
phia, and then, eight years ago, strick- 
en with four paralytic strokes that left 
him for years paralyzed from the neck 
down with the exception of a partial 
use of his right hand. I called him a 
fountain of praise to God and told of 
the blessings which he had brought 
forth from his fine memory of the 
Word. Letters from forty-six states 
and several foreign countries came to 
his sick bed as a result of that article, 
and many people were led to pray for 
him. 

Now, after almost eight years in this 
ninety-per-cent paralyzed state, a re- 
markable improvement has come to 


Mr. Symmington. When I called on 


him this week he was sitting in his- 


chair. He can take his left hand with 
his right and lift it. He can be lifted 
to his feet and with the aid of a crutch 
walk a dozen steps. He is 73 years 
old, and still a fountain of praise to 
God. 

When I asked him for a word for 
our readers he said: “Tell them that 
when I visited Silver Springs in Flor- 
ida, several years ago, I saw three 
beautiful springs, 60, 40 and 30 feet 
deep, pouring a great gush of fresh 
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water from the depths. In my heart 
. | have named those springs Love, Mer- 
cy, and Grace. Day by day I cry to 
God to let those springs rise in my 
heart. I know that that is the reason 
I am better. I lie here most of the 
time and think of the fragrance of 
Jesus Christ. Oh! you cannot know 
the ineffable sweetness of His pres- 
ence. Often I lie in excruciating pain, 
and then the three springs of Love, 
Mercy, and Grace flow in me, and I 
find the pain eased.” 

All of this is the more remarkable 
because of the contrast with the cease- 
less activity of this man in his younger 
years. We were on fishing trips to- 
gether and he was the life of the party, 
with a fine sense of humor, and withal 
a spirit that would turn to the praise 
of Christ at any moment. The springs 
of Love, Mercy, and Grace were al- 
ready flowing in him, but now they are 
bursting forth. 

Some friends may wish to drop him 
a card. His address is Fairview Sani- 
tarium, Stenton Ave. and Bethlehem 
Pike, Chestnut Hill, Penna. 


U.N. AND KOREA 


Many commentators are mention- 
ing the fact that the Korean incident 
has given new life to the United Na- 
tions. Some have gone so far as to 
state that the Korean affair has saved 
the United Nations from the fate of 
the old League of Nations. The most 
famous cartoonist in the world, David 
Low of the London Daily Herald, has 
presented the matter in a stirring scene 
over the title “History Doesn’t Repeat 
Itself.” The grave of the old League of 
Nations is seen, and the tombstone in- 
scription is: “In memory of the 
League of Nations, Died of Lack of 
Exercise Facing Wanton Aggression.” 
The ghost of the League is stirring 
from the grave with mouth open and 


hands lifted in amazement as Harry - 


Truman is seen leaping and bounding 
forward, with the woman representing 
the United Nations, hair streaming, 
and machine gun under her arm, get- 
ting more exercise than she might 
have bargained for. 

But let us not be deceived by car- 
toon quips and columnists’ cracks, The 
United Nations will be as great a fail- 
ure as was the League of Nations, 
though it may die of another disease. 
All the world was once of one lan- 
guage and one speech and the entire 
population was united together at one 
place. They passed their time in build- 
ing a tower and God pronounced the 
judgment of nationality upon them. 
There may not have been a lake near- 
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by where they had their deliberations 
and called the place Lake Success, but 
they had a tower which God called 
Tower Failure. The very name of it, 
Babylon, has gone down in the Bible 
as the symbol of the confusion that is 
an abomination to God, and which 
will be judged formidably when the 
time of God rolls around. 

A world divided between totalitari- 
ans and democrats can never keep the 
peace. The name United Nations be- 
comes an irony in the light of the 
facts. Just what would be the status of 
union if the United States did not have 
a large part of the East, with New 
York as the principal enemy of the 
rest of the country, Pennsylvania as an 
ally and New England and Ohio as 
satellites. Thus is the union of na- 
tions today. 

We are not to think of Korea as re- 
vitalizing the United Nations, but as 
being the illustration of the great di- 
vision between the nations. Korea 
may bring a united union of democra- 
cies against communism, but even that 
union will have in it the bitterest ene- 
mies of our way of life-—namely, the 
Catholic dictatorships of Latin Amer- 
ica. 

There is only one future for the na- 
tions, and that is to be broken with a 
rod of iron and dashed to pieces as a 
potter’s vessel (Psa. 2). And we who 
are the true believers will have a part 
in it (Rev. 2:26, 27). That is the day 


for which we wait. 


EVANGELINE BOOTH 


Ordinarily ETernitTy does not make 
note of the passing of religious lead- 
ers, as our function is not that of the 
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newsorgan, but ‘the interpretation of 
events in a way that can enlighten spir- 
itual truth. It is in this sense that we 
speak of the death of Evangeline 
Booth, great daughter of a great fath- 
er, and herself the only woman to 
head _up the great organization of the 
Salvation Army. 

Her death was important enough to 
rate an article on the editorial page of 
the New York Times, and it is of this 
we speak, for it furnishes us a perfect 
example of the utter inability of the 
carnal mind to comprehend the things 
of the Spirit of God. “In that remote 
era when Gladstone and Disraeli were 
entering upon their duel,” begins the 
Times editorial, “a small girl flung 
herself before her parents and tear- 
fully informed them that she had given 
her life to God.” That is a good}, 
sentence—good English and good the- 
ology. But the next, while still good 
English, abandons theology altogether. 
“For the rest of a long life she never 
wavered by a hair-breadth from that 
impulsive temperamental decision.” 

Is regeneration an “impulsive and 
temperamental decision”? Never, says 
the Word of God. It is the entrance of 
the life of God in a supernatural act 
of the Holy Spirit by which a person 
is quickened by grace when there is 
the comprehension of our sinful state 
by nature and our yieldedness to the 
divine principle of the atonement 
through the merits of the shed blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what 
happened to Evangeline Booth in that 
day, and this is what has happened 
to many another soul in many another 
day. 

The world will never understand be- 
cause it cannot understand. It lacks 
the sixth sense, the spiritual . sense, 
the sense of the divine nature, to com- 
prehend. the things that are divine. 
Thus, from the false beginning the 
Times goes on to a false conclusion: 
“For years she was a martyr to a long 
and tragic illness, but in courage and 
faith she did not weaken, and having 
been the Salvation Army’s only woman 
general, she died as she lived, a valiant 
soldier in the democratic fight for all 
that enriches and enobles human life.” 
All that is pretty English but false to 
her and to the truth. She lived and 
died as one whose body was the temple 
of the Holy Spirit, and who knew that 
redemption could come not by works 
of righteousness but only by the love 
of God shown through Christ. It was 
this life she lived; and it was this life 
that shone throygh her. It was the 
life of Christ, and she has gone to be 
with Him. 


With God forgiveness and forgetfulness are one. 17 


















Drawing Near to Christ 


“Ye Are Made Nigh” 


Ephesians 2:13. 


“Let Us Draw Nigh” 


Hebrews 10:22. 








By NORTHCOTE DECK 








In Hebrews 10:22 believers have a gracious admoni- 
tion and invitation into the very presence and com- 
panionship of God, for “He seeketh such to worship 
Him.” There are no limitations or conditions in this 
invitation as to time or frequency of access, as there 
were with the Aaronic priests, but only as to attitude 
of hearts; they must be “sprinkled from an evil con- 
science.” Here invited into “the holiest,” we may come 
with holy boldness yet ever with godly fear. 

It was not always so. It could not be. Never before 
the cross could such access be granted to men, in olden 
days, because of human sin. For this reason God “drove 
out the man” (Gen. 3:24). And even when means of 
grace were provided for the people of God, access to 
Him was limited. This is clearly emphasized in Exodus 
19:12, “Set bounds . . . that ye go not up . . . whoso- 
ever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death.” 
Again in verse 21, “Charge the people, lest they 
break through unto the Lord ... and. . . perish.” 
Again in verse 24, “Let not the priests . . . come up unto 
the Lord, lest He break forth upon them.” Is this the 
voice of the God of love which speaks? Yes, it is. But 
at that time He had no alternative but to warn and 
restrain. For though the passover lamb had been slain, 
and they were God's covenanted people, their sins were 
not “put away,” their many sacrifices could only pro- 
vide an atonement or covering for their transgressions. 


But enter the New Testament, and the voice of God 
is changed. The words which seem to fall most natu- 
rally from the Saviour’s lips are not now words of re- 
straint but of request. “Come” He says (Mt. 11:28), 
“Come unto Me ...and I will give you rest.” Truly He 
came to earth that we might come to God and to Heav- 
en. It was not that His feelings had changed toward 
men. He had ever loved the sinner, though He hated 
the sin. It was because the barrier of sin which had 
“separated between you and your God,” was about to 
be dealt with and “put away,” by the Saviour’s death 
on the cross, He could now utter this loving invitation. 
“Let them not come,” then of Exodus 19:24 could now 
be transformed into an age long “Come unto Me.” 
“Blest cross! Blest sepulchre! Blest rather be, the One 
who there was put to shame for me!” 

And how to come is well answered in Matthew 18:3. 
Come as “a little child,” and be “converted.” For the 
portal of salvation is designedly set so low that we must 





NORTHCOTE DECK, of Toronto, is a former missionary in the 


Solomon Islands. 


18 Trust is the victorious antagonist of anxiety. 


bow and kneel to enter. It excludes the proud and 
the self-righteous. To enter, all need the child spirit of 
faith and trust in the Saviour that they may be “con- 
verted,” translated from the “world that lieth in the 
Evil One,” into “the kingdom of (God’s) dear Son” 
(Col. 1:13) . 

And the new relationship? Hebrews 2:13 assures us 
that now the Lord of Glory owns us as His own, as He 
exclaims, “Behold I and the children which God hath 
given Me.” What a family we have entered through 
grace, and with what family privileges! For we are not 
merely pardoned criminals, though we are eternally 
pardoned, but reinstated in righteousness as “sons of 
God” (Rom. 8:14), and if sons “then heirs, heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Christ.” 

And the basis of it all? It depends on the sacrifice of 
a Sin Bearer, One who was “made sin for us” (who 
knew no sin) in the judicial reckoning of God. And 
the credentials of our salvation, the Magna Charta of 
our redemption, were exhibited by the Saviour in the 
upper room. There He announced in the evening: 
“Peace be unto you,” and He showed unto them His 
hands and His side and His feet (Lk. 24:39). A week 
later, with doubting Thomas, the demonstration was 
still more impressive. “Reach hither,” He said, “reach 
hither thy finger and behold My hands. . . and thy 
hand and thrust it into My side, and be not faithless.” 
An ancient writer has observed “Christ suffered only 
His wounds to be touched after the resurrection; here- 
by I perceive we can be united to Christ only through 
His sufferings.” 

Amidst us our Beloved stands, 
And bids us view His pierced hands; 
Points to His wounded feet and side, 
Blest emblems of the Crucified. 
If now with eyes defiled and dim, 
We see the signs but see not Him, 
Oh, may His love the scales displace, 
And let us see Him face to face. 

The supreme result of this great transaction is well 
expressed in contrast in Ephesians 2:12. Once we were 
“without Christ . . . having no hope, and without God 
in the world.” “But now (blessed contrast) in Christ 
Jesus,” we who were “far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.” The whole of redemption can in a 
sense be summed up in those two triumphant words:— 
“made nigh.” This is the position, in the reckoning of 
God of every believer; it stresses his new and forever 
established status, a position of security and grace. But 


(Continued on page 39) 
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In 1802 there was ordained to the 
ministry of what is now called the Con- 
gregational Church Mr. Ingram Cob- 
bin, a London man, who held minis- 
tries in various parts of England over 
a period of twenty-six years. In 1828 
he was obliged to retire from active 
work owing to ill health, settled down 
in Camberwell, Surrey, a little place 
now entirely engulfed by South Lon- 
don, and devoted himself to writing 
commentaries and theological treatises 
until his death in 1851. It is an inter- 
esting fact that the great commentaries 
of the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, some of which are being 
brought to the notice of readers of this 
series, were the work of men who had 
spent, or were spending, active lives in 
the ministry of the Word. Their preach- 
ing was concentrated in their commen- 
taries, so that we have to realize that 
not only was a wide public reached 
through these books, but that individ- 
ual congregations up and down Eng- 
land were habitually enriched by 
strong, faithful exposition. 

Ingram Cobbin’s Condensed Com- 
mentary and Family Exposition of 
the Holy Bible was published in Lon- 
don in 1837, the year of Queen Vic- 
toria’s accession. Here are his inter- 
esting and rather original reflections 
on Deuteronomy 21: 

I. If a man’s life be so precious 
in the sight of God, how ought he 
himself to estimate it? How impor- 
tant are its functions, till He who 
breathed into man the breath of life 
is pleased to withdraw that breath; 
for how short at best, is the time al- 
lotted to man to serve God in his 
generation and to prepare for a bet- 
ter state! How dreadful is the re- 
sponsibility of the murderer who 
takes away this life, and of the sui- 
cide, if it be possible that such a 
being can commit the crime in pos- 
session of his usual senses. 

II. If Christian governments, so 
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called, will practice aggressive wars, 
let them see to it, on the most awful 
responsibility, that they sanction no 
licentiousness in their armies, and so 
at the period of peace bring home an 
army more destructive to themselves 
than to their enemies, by their bold 
attacks on morality and virtue, and 
their reckless indulgences in every 
sort of vice. The possibility of the 
occurrence of this circumstance 
should make Christians dread war, 
and sincerely pray, “Give peace in 
our time, O Lord.” 

III. If undutifulness to parents 
was a crime under the law, it is no 
less so under the Gospel. Obedience 
to parents is a part of the immutable 
law of God, and it is therefore urged 
among apostolical precepts. The 
child who is undutiful must throw 
off all the restraints of religion: 
“Honour thy father and mother. 
which is the first commandment with 
promise.” “Children obey your par- 
ents in the Lord, for this is right.” 

This is what the author has to say 

cn Isaiah 53: 


Let us reflect here, 


Fe 


I. On Christ’s sufferings. How ex- 
actly the prophet describes what 
came to pass in the sufferings of 
Christ. How much did this innocent 
Sufferer bear for us! What love must 
have constrained Him to make such 
sacrifices! 

II. On Christ’s trophies. The Cap- 
tain of our salvation having been 
“made perfect through suffering,” 
now shares His spoils. “He tri- 
umphed over principalities and pow- 
ers, and made a shew of them open-. 
ly,” when He expired on the cross. 
He is now subduing the people to 
Himself; succeeding ages shall wit- 
ness yet greater things. His love to 
mankind was great; His heart was 
large; and He shall see of the travail 
of His soul and be satisfied. O, what 
countless myriads of redeemed shall 
at length eternally adore His love! 
Their number is continually aug- 
menting, and new voices swell, and 
still swell, and shall yet swell, the 
everlasting song till the universe 
shall ring with Messiah’s praises.” 

Lastly we quote the author’s re- 

flections on 1 Corinthians 15: 


We may here remark on, 

I. The. truth of Christ’s resurree- 
tion. A fact which, as it was of the 
greatest importance, has received the 
strongest confirmation. 

II. The consequences of Christ's 
resurrection. It confirmed the truth 
of all the doctrines which the apos- 
tles preached. By this He was “de- 
clared to be the Son of God with 
power.” As His death was an atone- 
ment for sin, His resurrection was a 
proof that He had power to lay down 
His life; and the power to take it up 
again; that He was a voluntary sac- 
rifice for us, and so He could plead 
our justification. His resurrection 
was the earnest of that of believers, 
as sure as the first fruits are the 
earnest of the harvest. This was es- 
sential to His delivering up His 
mediatorial kingdom, and, one with 
His Father in the midst of all His 
glorified subjects, reigning forever, 
in the splendor of His glory, amidst 
the multitude of the redeemed.” 

(Continued on page 33) 


Let us triumph over our circumstances by trusting in God. 19 
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THE EDITOR TRIES TO CATCH UP 


I once wrote that if ever I had a nightmare it 
would probably be a dream about a tree falling 
upon me. It would first have been run through a 
paper mill and then through a printing press and 
would fall on me in the form of the flood of books, 
magazines, and papers that come across the desk of 
an Editor. 

Returning from Europe this week, I was forcibly 
reminded of this nightmare by the pile of accumu- 
lated printed matter that had backlogged in the 
course of my absence. I began to wonder how I 
was going to treat all the matters that should be 
treated, and it occurred to me that the simplest way 
was to write an article that would be nothing more 
than a series of disconnected paragraphs. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., recently voted down a pro- 
posal that the meetings of the General Coun- 
cil should be open, with public reports on its 
deliberations. In a world where all moral 
people want treaties to be out in the open and 
where there is a desire to war against the 
smoke-filled room in political deliberations, 
and where there is a general disapproval of 
machine politics in government, it is incom- 
prehensible that a church should wish to hide 
away some of its deliberations. Perhaps there 
is something to hide. The progress of ec- 
clesiastical domination has been continuing 
for several years, and here is another sign of 
movement towards a centralized episcopacy. 
It is not good. 


The Christian Century shouts to high Heaven 
against the decision by Justice Steinbeck that the 
Congregational Churches are truly congregational 
and that they may not merge with the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church unless there is an absolute 
unanimity of vote. The civil court’s ruling is that a 
minority in a Congregational Church that does not 
wish to enter the merger may stay out and retain 
the control of the property. This, says the Century, 
is “a clear invasion of the domain of religious lib- 
erty guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States.” But we have not seen any defense in the 
Christian Century of the rights of the entire mem- 
bership of the Westminster Presbyterian (South- 
ern) Church of Atlanta which has voted itself into a 
corporation that can hold its own property and 
guarantee its independence in case of a merger that 
it does not want. These rights are being questioned 
by the ecclesiastical hierarchy of that denomination. 
It would seem that religious liberty is a one-way 


20 None can deal effectually with the problem of sin but God. 


street in the minds of some. You may have liberty 
if you are moving toward the great Protestant 
papacy, but not if you are standing firm against it. 


The New York Times gave front-page 
space to an article on the expansion of Roman 
Catholic parochial schools which had been 
prepared by one of its staff members, Benja- 
min .Fine, with the cooperation of Catholic 
authorities. Some of the salient points of the 
study are the following: $250,000,000 is be- 
ing spent by Rome for school buildings in 
the next five years. Diocesan officials claim 
that they educate 55% of all children in New 
York and from 36 to 42% in Cleveland, Syra- 
cuse and Rochester. The most amazing 
growth has taken place in Catholic colleges 
where the enrollment has jumped from 
35,000 to 300,000 in the past thirty years. 


Macmillan, publisher of many scientific books 
and school textbooks, has withdrawn from its lists 
the lurid pseudo-scientific melodrama which hit the 
best seller lists for many weeks this spring. We 
refer to Worlds in Collision by Immanuel Veli- 
kousky, which attempted to show that many of the 
events in the Bible had occurred as a result of 
natural phenomena arising out of a collision of a 
comet with the earth some centuries before Christ. 
It is understood that pressure from truly scientific 
authors forced the publishers to transfer it to an- 
other company. It is, of course, totally unscriptural, 
and the attempt to verify Biblical narratives by out- 
side “proofs” is repugnant to every true lover of 
the Word of God. 

A newspaper once asked me to comment on a 
study that had come in concerning the discovery of 
a deep stratum of sand in the Euphrates valley 
which supposedly “proved” the flood. I answered 
that I did not believe the flood story because of any 
sand in Mesopotamia but because of the Word of 
God. If our faith depends on outside proofs, then, 
new evidence, overthrowing those proofs, destroys 
the Word. 

I believe that when an archeological discovery is 
made it does not confirm the Bible but may be con- 
firmed by the Bible. If we find an inscription that 
agrees with a Biblical record it proves that the 
man who held the chisel did not make a mistake. 
If there is divergence, the answer is that the man 
who chiseled the inscription, or who ordered it 
made, was just not following the facts. 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Elect of God the I sill 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


Blessed is the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Who has blessed us in every blessing spiritual 
in the Heavenlies, in Christ; 

Even as He has picked us out in Him 

before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy, and without blame 
before Him in love, 

Having marked us out into sonship, 
through Jesus Christ, to Himself, 

according to the good pleasure of His will 

to the commendation of grace’s glory, 

by which He made us acceptable in the Beloved. 


Eph. 1:3-6 Gk. 


With these verses, we enter the campaign of “Opera- 
tion Heaven.” In our last study we noted that the pri- 
mary desire of the Father was to bring Heaven to our 
souls, through the work of the Son. We now observe 
the strategy-ofthe ‘Trinity in making possible this won- 

i derful‘spiritual Blessing. If you take your Bible and 
turn to this passage in the Epistle to the Ephesians, you 
will see that these verses form a part of the great sec- 
tion (1:3-14) which sets forth the part the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit play in our salvation. The 
Father plans the strategy; the Son expedites the strat- 
egy; and the Spirit makes real by notification to the.” 
human heart, the call to redemption because of an 
eternal plan that has been victoriously executed. We 
have been chosen by the Father; we have been re- 
deemed by the Son; we have been sealed by the Spirit. 
It is our purpose here to observe the strategy of the 
Father—the General of our salvation—the strategos, 
from which our English word “strategy” derives. 

The planning of the Father may be described by 
three verbs. “He chose us”; “having predestined us”; 
“having made us accepted.” As we shall see in a mo- 
ment, each of these words has to do with the realm of 
thought—the realm of planning; thus, to use another 
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figure of speech, it is the Father who draws up the blue- 
print of our salvation. What has He planned for. us? 

The verb “chosen” comes from the Greek me yd 
lego, which means to “pick out, single out, choose.""Lit- 
erally it means “to speak, or think out,” being from. the 
verb lego, to “sptak”—with emphasis upon the thought 
of that which is spoken, the noun being logos, “word” — 
and the preposition ek, “out,” from which we have, the 
English word “exit.” From the Latin of St. Jerome we 
have the verb elego, with ‘the same meaning as‘the 
Greek. The present participle, electus, gives to us our 
English word “election.” The verb implies that from a 
mass of things, some are singled, or picked out. The 
French; and German texts use verbs which connote the 
same meaning 

The firsfst 
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in God's strategy, therefore, is to choose, 
to elect. To elect what? Nothing! To 
s! Here is a great truth which is much 
There are many who feel that God 
s of blessings which, if one properly ex- 
and believes the Gospel, these chosen 
blessings will accrue to that one. That is not the case 
here! The object of the verb in “even as He picked 
out” is the ve “us.” God elected persons, not 
things, not a System of blessings. You, who have ex- 
perienced His sovereign grace, are His elected ones. 

For the moment this may shock you. But if you con- 
tinue in the verse you will see why God’s election of 
us was absolutely necessary. We read: 

That we should be separated, and without 

disgrace in His presence, in love. 
You see, He wasn’t merely satisfied to save us; He was 
never interested in seeking our permission to forgive us; 
His sole purpose was to make us such that we would be 
“separated out” of the evil world unto Him “without 
censure, without disgrace.” What could our will con- 
tribute to this? We, mired in the muck of sin; disclosed 
in the disgrace of sin; wanderers through the will to 
sin; we, being dead to His will, were dishonored by 
ours. God, foreknowing our hopeless case, elected us 
unto a hopeful cause. 

Fhe word “holy” in Greek lays the emphasis on sep- 
aration from evil which results in purity and cleanness. 
It also has, the idea in the classics to “be devoted to a 
god.” Thus we learn from this word that God planned 
an elect people who would be separated unto Him 
whose lives would be fit for His presence. St. Jerome 
with his Latin sancti, and Segond with his French 





saints, literally say that we should be “‘saints, holy ones.” 
Luther uses the German heilige, bringing to our view 
a piety which is to characterize God’s elect. 

Further, the second word “without blame” shows why 
election is necessary. In the Greek the word is built on 
a double negative which throws it into a positive 
meaning, literally “not having blame, blameless.”” When 
we turn to the word without the negative we have the 
Greek word momos, “to be blameable, to merit censure, 
to be in disgrace.” In the Greek pantheon there was a 
god by the name of Momus, who was known as the god 
of blame and disgrace. Philadelphia honors him by its 
annual Mummer’s Parade. Thus the Greek term in our 
text would demand a blamelessness not admitting one 
iota of disgrace. Fhe Latin text uses the term immacu- 
lati, the origin of our English word “immaculate,” 
meaning spotless, without blemish. The French word 
seems even stronger, irréprehensible, which is to say 
“irreproachable,” which means that no one shall be 
able to bring anything against us. Luther rounds out 
the glorious idea with the German word unstréflich, 
meaning “unpunishable.” 

Do you not now see why election was necessary? Look 
at yourself for a moment, apart from Christ, in the 
light of these words. You, as a sinner, were unclean, 
unholy, self-righteously filthy, in utter disgrace, dis- 
honored, undone, experiencing the Divine wrath, head- 
ing for eternal punishment. But on your way to Hell 
you were intercepted by Heaven. The “disgraced” is 
placed “in His grace,” the “dishonored” is chosen for 
the highest honor—fellowship at His right hand, the 
“damned” is delivered from the place of punishment, 
no more to be reproached for sin. What planning on 
the part of God! What an election for our benefit! 


Now the glory of the election is this. It was “before 
the foundation of the world.” That is to say, before 
God did one thing about the creation, He provided for 
our election and redemption. He planned our eternal 
welfare before he created our temporal welfare. Not 
only that, but the glory of it is He knew the price of a 
wrecked universe—His Son on the cross—and in spite 
of the cost, knowing the ruin sin would make of His 
creation, He went ahead with creation, in spite of the 
coming ruin, having planned the remedy—redemption 
“through the blood of Christ.” 

But we were elected for another reason, “that we 
might be before Him in love.” The Greek word kateno- 
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Let us live in the present by strenuous obedience to Him. 


A peculiar belief was held by religious persons in certain Christian coun- 
tries, notably Scotland, in the eighteenth century. 
prayers were more successful than long .prayers as they were spoken so 
suddenly and unexpectedly that Satan was unable to intercept them, and 
therefore, these individuals would frequently interject, even in business con- 
versations, such exclamations as Lord help us; Forgive us our debts, and 
Deliver us from evil. The practice was an error since it failed to lay hold 
on the promise that we may .come boldly to the throne of God by the 
new and living way that has been opened for us (Heb. 4:16; 10:19, 20). It is 
impossible for Satan to intercept the prayers of the believer who clothes 
himself with the armor of God and comes boldly in the way that has been 
provided. We have access, and that is one of the important words of 
Scripture, describing one of the most important facts of our rights in Christ. 


It was that ejaculatory 
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pion literally means “right opposite, over against, front- 
ing upon.” The noun enope is “face, countenance,” the 
adverbial use being “in the presence of, before the face 
of.” Do you not see, believer, we who were “far off” 
because of our sins (Eph. 2:13), exiles from the king- 
dom (John 3:5), have not only been drawn nigh but 
elected into the very presence of God? What an hon- 
ored position for dishonorable sinners! St. Jerome 
translates “before Him” conspectus eius,—“in His 
sight.” Conspectus is from the verb conspicio,—“to look 
at, to view with attention.” What a nugget of grace. He 
who dealt with us in wrath, when we were far away, 
because of sin, elected us, that we might be nearby so 
He could attend us personally. True, His arm was suffi- 
ciently long to deal with us as exiles; but His heart 
would fellowship with us as intimates. Thus the final 
phrase “before Him in love.” Oh, what love! No won- 
der we sing:— 

Awake, my soul, to joyful lays, 

And sing thy great Redeemer’s praise; 

He justly claims a song from me: 

His. loving-kindness, oh how free! 

He saw me ruined by the fall, 

Yet loved me, notwithstanding all; 

He saved me from my lost estate: 

His loving-kindness, O how great! 

Though numerous hosts of mighty foes, 

Though earth and Hell my way oppose 

He safely leads my soul along: 

His loving-kindness! O, how strong! 

When trouble like a gloomy cloud, 

Has gathered thick and thundered loud, 

He near my soul has always stood: 

His loving-kindness, O, how good! 

We are not finished. Why did God elect us? Because 
of our predestination! What is our predestination? Son- 
ship! In order to realize the full force of verses four 
and five we must look at the tenses of the verbs. In 
translation we have:—“Even as He picked us out .. .” 
(v. 4), “Having predestinated us, ...” (v. 5). Imme- 
diately it will be seen, in the light of the sequence of 
tenses, that the predestinating determined the choos- 
ing, “predestination” occurring before the election. The 
meaning of the term “predestination” will help us to 
understand the grammatical construction. When I am 
standing at Times Square, New York, a friend might 
say to me, “What’s your destination, where are you 
bound?” I would reply, “I am going home to Philadel- 
phia.” My “destination, my boundary, my terminus,” is 
Philadelphia, the site of my home. Now a “pre-destina- 
tion” is a “predetermined end, a predetermined ter- 
minus.” The Greek term translated “predestinated,” is 
proorizo, whence we have our English word “horizon” 
—where the earth and sky appear to meet—fencing us 
in with a determination of the celestial and terrestrial. 
The literal meaning is “to mark out, define, deter- 
mine.” Here again we are spoken of as marked out. 
What is our end? What has God determined for us? 
“The placing of sons!” The Greek term is uiothesia, 
“to place as a son”; the Latin is in adoptionem filiorum, 
“to the adoption of sons”; the French ses enfants par 
d adoption, “His children by adoption”; the German, 
zur kindschaft gegen, “to childship” — relation as a 
child. The Latin, adoptionem, comes from the verb 
adopto, which literally means, “to choose for oneself, 
to adopt, as a son, to the choice being born of desire, or 
of a wish.” And the Biblical text bears out the Latin, 

He marked us out to sonship, according to the 
pleasure of His will. 

God wanted a family. No one would accept Him. 
All would reject Him. He elected us that we might be 
His family, that we might be accepted by Him. Thus 
you see why we were chosen to be holy and without 
blame. Only a chosen, holy, blameless people would be 
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fit sons for such a family. From sinners to sons by the 
choice of our God. How marvelous! Why? It pleased 
Him. It seemed good to His will. 

And thus we come to the third step in the strategy, 
“we are welcomed home in the Beloved.” For the 
English “made us acceptable” means just that. The 
Greek term echaritosen means to place in the most fa- 
vored position, it is the verb from which the noun 
“grace” comes. We might translate the Latin gratifi- 
cavit, “having graced us.” The French may be trans- 
lated “brought us into accord, into harmony, into 
understanding.” Luther uses the clause hat angenehm 
gemacht, “He has made us pleasing, grateful, agree- 
able.” 

What has God done? Not only has He chosen us to 
be a spotless, holy people; not only has He predesti- 
nated us to sonship, but He has made us agreeable to 
Himself, He has highly favored us, He has welcomed us 
home. Why? That we might give Him pleasure. On 
what basis? The Beloved’s work for us. For the last 
phrase of our verse reads “in the Beloved”—literally— 
“the one whom He has loved,” or as St. Jerome has it, 
in dilecto, “in the one in whom He delights.” Our next 
study. will unfold why we are accepted in the Beloved. 

What may we do for all that God has done for us? 
The answer is to be found in the first part of verse six. 
“To the commendation of His grace’s glory.” What is 
His grace’s glory? As Luther suggests, it is His favor 
toward us that enables us to become Lordlike—to be 
able to “conform to the image of His son” (Rom. 8:29, 
30). Thus, we are to live as elected ones, who have 
been marked out for His sons and daughters, chosen so 
we might live holy and without blame, living to com- 
mend His lordlikeness, looking forward to the day 
when we shall be welcomed home. 

It was a great day in eternity when the Father 
planned our election with the purposes that should re- 
sult. It is a greater day now, when through you, and 
me, His plan is realized. He has done His part in elect- 
ing us into sonship; may we so live that the testimony 


of our lives will prove us to be the elite of the elect. 
THE END 
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Let us live in the future by hope in Him. 23 














September 1 


AND GOD BLESSED NOAH AND HIS 
SONS (9:1) 


As Adam had been the head of the race 
in its first beginning, Noah is now the head 
of the race in its new beginning. This new 
start is marked by the promise of blessing 
from the first moment. God’s holiness and 
hatred of sin had been manifested in the 
judgment of the sin of the world, and all 
was now moving under sovereign grace. 
God is with them in their new beginning 
and His presence is blessing. The God who 
had said “Come into the ark” (7:1), not, 
Go into the ark, and who has been with 
them through the waters of judgment will 
be with them in the new life that now be- 
gins. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY CON- 
TINUING PRESENCE. 


September 2 


BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND 
REPLENISH (9:1) 


Again God gives the command for fruit- 
fulness. This does not refer, merely, to the 
reproduction of the species, but to fruitful- 
ness in every good work before God (Col. 
1:10). We are not here on earth to live 
according to our whim, but to live in ac- 
cordance with God’s plan. To be blessed 
by God is to be doubly responsible before 
God. There is a spiritual application here 
for soul-winning and fruit-bearing in our 
lives. When we enter into new life on this 
side of the judgment flood we are to be 
fruitful. If we obey the exhortation we 
shall know the power of the blessing. If 
we do not obey we shall miss the blessing. 
LORD, MAY WE TAKE THE WAY OF FRUIT- 
FULNESS. 


September 3 
THE FEAR OF YOU (9:2) 


God had given to Adam dominion over 
all the animal creation, but man had fal- 
len low. Now God assures Noah of his 
safety and his power by changing the na- 
ture of the animal world and putting fear 
and dread of man in the heart of the 
brute creation. Sin was leaving a deeper 
and deeper mark but the grace of God was 
rising higher and higher. If we compare 
this passage with 1:20 it would seem that 
man had been vegetarian before the flood 
and that now meat enters his diet by the 
command of God for the first time. There 
would seem to be some connection between 


24 True prayer is the considered utterance which the Spirit inspires. 
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vegetarianism and demon possession and 
one of the signs of the end days is the com- 
mand to abstain from meats (1 Tim. 4:3). 
LORD, KEEP US FROM FADS. 


September 4 


THE LIFE THEREOF, WHICH IS THE 
BLOOD (9:4) 


Here is the first indication in Scripture 
of the nature of the blood, and the fore- 
shadowing of the atonement. Blood had 
been shed when the first pair had been 
given garments of skins, but now God gives 
the revelation which will be more fully 
expressed in the law, “The life of the flesh 
is in the blood; and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for 
your souls; for it is the blood that maketh 
an atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11). 
The sacredness of life that is here taught 
is not to be carried to the Satanic extreme 
of Hinduism, for God wants man to see 
death in animals and to live by feeding 
upon death, as a constant reminder that 
we live and move and have our being 
through His death. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE BLOOD. 


September 5 
I WILL REQUIRE (9:5) 


The sovereignty of God is a doctrine that 
should fill us with awe at every moment. 
God is supreme and we are His creatures. 
Even those who remain mere creatures and 
who refuse to become sons through Christ 
are subject to His ordinances and laws and 
will give an account to Him for all things. 
No one may touch His creation, live by 
sinking the teeth into meat that has given 
its life in order to continue us in our 
life, without thanking the Lord and realiz- 
ing our obligations to Him. We are sub- 
ject, and will one day give an account even 


.for the air that we breathe and how we 


expel it past our vocal cords in words. 
LORD, MAKE US MINDFUL OF THY SOV- 
EREIGNTY. 


September 6 
BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE SHED 
(9:6) 

Man had failed when innocent. He had 
been unable to live by conscience when he 
had received the knowledge of good and 
evil. God now proceeds to block off an- 
other of his possible excuses. Man might 


have said, “Things have become so bad 
because Cain wasn’t properly dealt with. 
If we had had a town meeting and exer- 
cised the weight of public opinion in judg- 
ment, we could have brought righteous- 
ness.” “We will now put that idea to the 
test,” God replies. “I hereby institute the 
reign of human authority. I commit to 
man the right of the death penalty.” Here 
was the beginning of human government 
and it will not be able to do anything for 
man because man touches it, and anything 
that man touches is defiled. 

LORD, MAY WE EVER TURN FROM MAN 
TO THEE. 


September 7 


IN THE IMAGE OF GOD MADE HE HIM 
(9:6) 


It is only in an accommodated sense that 
this phrase can be applied to all men, for 
the image was clearly defaced in the fall, 
and all that remains are the vestigial rem- 
nants of that creation. But even the low- 
est man is yet a trinity—body, soul and 
spirit— and this puts him above the vege- 
tal life with body and the animal life with 
body and soul (Twenty-two times in the 
O.T. an animal is called a soul, twice in 
v. 10 of this chapter). But man possesses 
the spirit of man which is the searching 
light of the Lord (Prov. 20:27). This is 
the reason for the great sacredness of hu- 
man life, and, also, the reason for our ob- 
ligation of life as men with a triune na- 
ture. 

LORD, MAY WE LIVE IN THE SPIRIT. 


September 8 
| ESTABLISH MY COVENANT WITH 
YOU (9:9) 


Man has no claim whatsoever on God, 
any more than a cup has a claim on the 
potter who formed it. God gave man life 
and God continues to keep man in life, 
and man is dependent on God for every 
breath he draws. But God has been pleased 
to bind Himself by voluntary agreements 
called covenants in order that man may 
learn that God is full of grace and may 
thus turn to serve Him with thanksgiving. 
God made a covenant with Adam to give 
him blessings that could not have been his 
by nature alone. Now that the world has 
fallen into the judgment of the flood God 
makes a covenant with Noah and the crea- 
tion, confirming it by a sign. He who by 
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justice should have destroyed, moved by 
His love and grace, gave pardon and prom- 
ise instead of wrath. 

LORD, HOW GREAT IS THY GRACE. 


September 9 
WITH EVERY LIVING CREATURE (9:10) 


The covenant with Adam included all 
men; that with Abraham included all who 
would believe; that with Moses took in 
the Jewish nation, but even the lowliest 
bird, reptile and insect had a place in the 
promise made to Noah. It was a creature 
covenant, without any spiritual blessings. 
It promised a surcease of physical judg- 
ment until the end of time. It is because 
of the result of this covenant that man- 
kind has sunken back into- apathy and 
counts himself free from restraint. Man 
does what he pleases and, seemingly, God 
takes no notice of it. The covenant, 
therefore, reveals the sinful heart of man 
who is ever willing to sin against grace. To 
those who say that a prohibition excites 
the heart of man to disobedience, God 
demonstrates that freedom from restraint 
does the same thing. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR NEW 
HEARTS. 


September 10 
THIS IS THE TOKEN (9:12) 


The sinful heart of man would often 
have the thought that judgment was well 
merited. Men would see the fiercest out- 
breaks of their neighbors and would know 
the depths of their own hearts and would 
have moments of looking up in terror. But 
when the storm beat fiercest upon the 
earth there would be the rainbow to re- 
mind them that God had made a promise 
never again to destroy the earth by a flood, 
and that the round of seasons would con- 
tinue to the end. It wouldn’t change man, 
for he ever despises the riches of God’s 
goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, 
knowing not that this goodness was calcu- 
lated to lead him to repentance (Rom. 
2:4). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THINE UN- 
CHANGING LOVE. 


September 11 


| DO SET MY BOW IN THE CLOUD 
(9:13) 


This is another little detail in the evi- 
dence that there was no rain on the earth 
before the flood, or the rainbow would 
have appeared then also. But now there 
was the great climatic change and God, 
who is light, and in whom dwelleth no 
darkness at all, would shine through His 
own rainstorms and reflect back to the 
eyes of man the prism of His own glory, 
for there is a rainbow around the throne 
of God (Rev. 4:3). At the very moment 
that rain was falling, the seal of the rain- 
bow would show to the eyes of the sin- 
ners who merited judgment, that- the for- 
bearance of God was reigning, and that 
they were under the grace of God. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE RAIN- 
BOW. 


ETERNITY 


September 12 
| WILL REMEMBER MY COVENANT 
(9:15) 


The glory of God is to be seen in the 
things which He remembers and in the 
things which He forgets. He remembers 
His covenant, but He has said that our sins 
and our iniquities He will remember no 
more (Jer. 31:34). For us, today, the an- 
alogy is perfect. The flood of judgment 
has fallen upon Christ and carried Him to 
death while we have been placed, snug and 
safe, in the ark of His love. Those who do 
not believe in the eternal security of the 
believer tear the rainbow from the cove- 
nant of God, and make Him a liar, as He 
Himself has said (1 John 5:10). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT OUR AS- 
SURANCE IS IN THY MEMORY. 


September 13 
| WILL LOOK UPON IT (9:16) 


God never repeats Himself for the sake 
of mere effect. When a phrase is found 
twice there is all the emphasis that the 
Holy Spirit can bring to bear to show our 
timid hearts the safety and the certainty 
that we have because of the nature of the 
God of all grace. In the 15th verse God 
said He would remember His covenant. 
Now He says that He will look upon the 
rainbow so that He might remember His 
covenant. That is to tell us that. grace is 
in the sight of God, and that we are sure. 
God does not look upon us in ourselves 
but He looks upon Christ and we are ac- 
cepted in the Beloved. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE DIREC- 
TION OF THY GAZE. 


September 14 
THE SONS OF NOAH (9:18) 


The evil that was in the earth and 
which had drawn forth the anger of God 
against the race was also within the ark in 
the hearts of Noah and his sons and in 
the hearts of the four wives. Even the 
grace of God does not change the roots of 
sin that are within man, but it plants the 
new roots of grace. Even God does not 
deal with the old unregenerate heart: He 
declares it. to be incurable (Jer. 17:9, 
Heb.), and proceeds to give us a new 
heart. The man who hopes for anything 
from the heart that*is his by nature has 
failed to understand the lesson of the flood 
and of what passed through the ark to the 
new life on this side. 

LORD, TEACH US WHAT WE ARE BY NA- 
TURE AND BY GRACE. 


September 15 
AND HE WAS DRUNKEN (9:21) 


I can never read this verse without re- 
membering that the Holy Spirit, in the 
New Testament, has recorded Noah as “a 
preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5). 
How art the mighty fallen! It is another 
great instance of the fact that many men 
in the Bible who were strong for God when 
they were young departed far from the 
will of God when they were older. The 
list is long. It is a proof that past work 
does not furnish power for futuré victory. 
We are as prone to sin after we have been 
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saved for years as when we were first 
saved: The victory is not to be sought in 
our own history of good works, but in a 
moment by moment dependence on the 
power of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
LORD, TEACH US TO PERSEVERE. 


September 16 
HE WAS UNCOVERED (9:12) 


According to the theology of some—false 
theology, thank God, Noah would have 
been lost at this moment. But according 
to the eternal covenants of God’s grace, 
Noah was covered by the righteousness of 
God even when the nature of his sinful 
nature was most surely visible in all its 
folly. He could have said with David, “So 
foolish was I, and ignorant; I was as a 
beast before Thee” (Psa. 73:22). In the 
New Testament records there will be no 
breath of any of this scandal: God who re- 
members His covenants also forgets our 
sins. Noah will be listed among the heroes 
of faith, and will be given the glorious ti- 
tle of “preacher of righteousness,” and 
counted as “heir of righteousness” (Heb. 
11:7). 

LORD, MAY WE ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT 
WE ARE IDENTIFIED WITH CHRIST. 


September 17 
CURSED BE CANAAN .. . BLESSED BE 
THE LORD GOD OF SHEM (9:25, 26) 


Just as Jonah was given a great task to 
do after his flight and his folly, so Noah is 
given a renewed opportunity to be the 
mouthpiece of God. The very circum- 
stances of his sin are made the framework 
of the prophecy which God speaks through 
him. The man who was drunk with wine 
is now filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). 
The man who was uncovered in self-naked- 
ness is covered with the garment of proph- 
ecy and speaks forth the will and the Word 
of God. The curse is pronounced on Ham 
(i.e., Egypt, the Hittites, the Canaanites) , 
but the blessing is not upon Shem, but 
upon the God of Shem. Nothing can take 
root in man. It is the God of Shem who 
will bring forth Christ from Shem. 
LORD, THOU ART OUR ROCK. 


‘ September 18 
THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS (10:1) 


Some may wonder what is the value of 
long lists of unpronounceable names in the 
Old Testament. When I visited the great 
machine shops of the Panama Canal Zone, 
perhaps the most complete in the world, 
I was told that there were tools there that 
had never been used and that they hoped 
never would be used. If a lock were 
bombed in a war there would be urgent 
need of repairs and there could be no 
waiting for spare parts from the States. 
There were tools used every day and some 
never used. There may be verses in the 
Scriptures that you use, spiritually, every 
day, but chapters like this one have fre- 
quently confounded the critics and proved 
the accuracy of the Word. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU DOST 
KNOW WHAT THOU ART DOING. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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To All Men Everywhere 


Why Should Anyone Hear the Gospel ‘Twice 


Before Everyone Has Heard It Once? 


A Personal Testimony and a Plea by Oswald J. Smith 


Let us turn to the Gospel according 
to Matthew, chapter nine, verses thirty- 
five to thirty-eight: “And Jesus went 
about all the cities and villages... . 
Note, if you will, that He went about 
all the cities and villages. He did not 
settle down in any one community. 
Jesus never became a pastor. He was 
continually on the go. “Jesus went 
about all the cities and villages, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
every sickness and every disease among 


the people. 
“But—when He saw the multitudes, 


He was moved with compassion. . . 
What about us? What happens when 
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we see the multitudes? Are we, too, Church, Toronto, and widely known as 


boundaries and go to that nation. And 
if I cannot, then I must find substitutes 
and send them as my representatives. 
And if I do neither, I will be a missing 
Christian in the day of rewards. 

My friend, what about you? You 
know that the Gospel must be given to 
all nations, to all the world, to every 
kindred and tongue and people, to the 
uttermost part of the earth. What are 
you doing about it? What are you go- 
ing to do? Either you must go yourself 
or else you must send someone in your 
place, and woe betide you if you do 
nothing. God’s orders must be obeyed, 
His command carried out, and there is 
no way to evade the issue. 

When I was 18 years of age, I went 


moved with compassion? “He was 4 missionary traveler, and speaker. His to the Indians of British Columbia. I 
moved with compassion on them, be- church supports more thar 250 mis- lived in a little shack on an Indian Re- 


cause they fainted and were scattered sionaries. 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” 

“Then saith He unto His disciples, The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few.” This, then, is 
the problem. And the problem of His day is the prob- 
lem of our day—a plenteous harvest, few laborers. 
More heathen babies are being born than ever before. 
Now for the solution to the problem: “Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth 
labourers into His harvest.” 

Years ago I went through the Bible to see if I could 
stay in Canada and still obey God. Would it be pos- 
sible, I asked myself, for me to enjoy a comfortable pas- 
torate; never cross the boundaries of my country and 
still carry out my Lord’s commands? Would God be 
satisfied? 

And as I studied the Bible I found such expressions 
as these: “All nations; all the world; every creature; 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; the 
uttermost part of the earth.” In other words, the Gos- 
pel, I discovered, was to be given to the entire world. 
Every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, must hear 
ey 

When I saw that, this then was the question I asked: 
Do all nations live in Canada? If they do, and if there 
are no nations living beyond the boundaries of the Do- 
minion, then I can stay in my own country, preach the 
Gospel here and never once cross the borders; but—if 
one nation lives beyond the boundaries of Canada, then 
I am in duty bound to leave my country, cross the 
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serve all alone, up near Alaska, be- 

tween three and four thousand miles 
from home. I stayed away for over a year; then realiz- 
ing that I needed more education, I returned at last to 
theology, finally graduating and being ordained to the 
Gospel ministry. 

I then applied to the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions for work in India. My case was considered 
very carefully. I appeared personally before the Board, 
and at last a decision was reached. I was rejected. The 
Board felt that I would not be suitable for missionary 
work, and so I was turned down. 


I turned to work at home — became pastor of Dale 
Presbyterian Church, Toronto, and later of the Al- 
liance Tabernacle; but I was not satisfied. I knew that 
I had to do something. I had seen the vision. Finally, 
I struck out on my own, going to the Russian mission 
fields of Europe and preaching to vast multitudes all 
over Latvia, Esthonia, and Poland, winning many souls 
for Christ. Finally, one day, after having preached till I 
was worn out, I fainted dead away and had to return 
home. 

All over the United States and Canada I traveled, 
holding evangelistic campaigns. Finally, I felt the urge 
again and this time went to Spain, but again I became 
ill and had to come back. 

Then I took over The Peoples Church in Toronto. 
That was in the year 1930. Two years after, the urge 
came upon me once more and I left for Africa. By 
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horseback I penetrated back into the interior, in the 
company of Dr. Thomas Lambie, riding some thirty 
miles a day, finally collapsing in the long grass of Af- 
rica; and after a very serious illness that lasted for six 
weeks, I was brought back once again to civilization. 

By this time I was beginning to feel that the Board 
had been right after all and that I was not fitted for 
missionary work. However, I had seen the vision, I 
knew that other nations had to hear the Gospel, and in 
1938 I went once again, determined to do my part, if 
at all possible, to help evangelize the world. This time 
I left for the far Pacific, and after traveling by steamer 
for thirty-one days, I found myself preaching to the can- 
nibals, the savages and the Christians of the Solomon 
Islands. At length, however, I contracted malaria fever, 
which lasted for three years, and again and again, 
month after month, laid me low. Finally, one day, Dr. 
Northcote Deck and the other missionaries put me on 
a steamer and sent me back to my work in Toronto. 

I had tried to go and had visited altogether more 
than forty countries; but I had discovered that it would 
be most difficult for me to live in a tropical climate. 

In the early days of my ministry, realizing that | 
could not go myself, I turned to substitutes. One day I 
approached Rev. J. H. W. Cook, the leader of the 
Evangelical Union of South America. 

“You want to send out some new missionaries?” | 
said. 

“Yes,” he replied. “We have five ready to go.” 

“Why don’t you send them?” I inquired. 

“We do not have the money,” was his reply. 

“If I can succeed in, raising the funds for their trans- 
portation, will you allow, me to support them?” I asked 
him. 

His face lit up as he responded in the affirmative. 

Never will I forget the day I placed those five mis- 
sionaries on the platform of The Peoples Church and 
challenged the congregation to send them out. They 
did so. Then the five became ten; the ten, twenty; the 
twenty, forty; the forty, one hundred; the one hundred, 
two hundred; the two hundred, two hundred and forty. 
And now we have an army of laborers serving as our 
substitutes on some 20 different foreign fields, under 
more than 30 faith missionary societies. 

But I am not satisfied. I am praying constantly 
and this is my prayer: “Lord, let me live, if it be Thy 
will, until we have 500 missionaries on the foreign fields 
of earth.” I feel that that is the number that The Peo- 
ples Church should support, and I will never be satis- 
fied until we have at least that many missionaries in 
the regions beyond. 

This is what I am living for. This is what I exist for. 
I am a pastor second; I am a rg gy first. I am a 
hymn-writer second; a missionary first. I am an author 
second; I am a missionary first. I tried to go myself; as 
a matter of fact, I went, but each time it seemed that I 
had to come back. I knew then that there was only one 
thing left to do; namely, to send others. That is why | 
travel all over the United States of America, the Do- 
minion of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Great 
Britain. I go in order to hold Missionary Conventions 
and to challenge young people. I must do all I can to 
find and send substitutes. 

Do you remember the time Jesus disappeared, after 
having ministered in a certain town; and do you recall 
how the disciples went in search of Him, in the early 
hours of the morning, and how at last they found Him 
on the top of a mountain engaged in prayer? 

“Master,” they cried, “the people are waiting for you. 
There are many more sick to be healed. Come back 
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and finish your work. There are still others in the town 
in which you ministered yesterday, who want to hear 
you.” 

Yes, and I can imagine the Master replying, as with 
a far-away look in His eyes He gazed out over the val- 
leys and the mountains in the distance, in these words: 
I must preach in the next towns for therefore am I 
sent. He was thinking, as He always did, of the next 
towns, and the next, and the next. He was thinking of 
those towns in which He had never yet ministered; and 
He wanted to get to them that they, too, might hear 
the Gospel. He was ever mindful of “the other sheep.” 

Paul had the same vision. He talked about “the re- 
gions beyond,” the unoccupied areas. He said he wanted 
to go to Spain and to Rome. He, too, realized that the 
Gospel had to be taken to “all the world.” 

Do you know that the whole of North Africa was at 
one time evangelized and that hundreds of Christian 
churches dotted the landscape? Do you realize that 
some of our greatest theologians came from North Af- 
rica in the early centuries of the Christian era? But 
what happened? North Africa became Mohammedan 
and. for hundreds of years there was not even a trace of 
Christianity left. The candles burned lower and lower 
until at last they burned out and the light that had 
shone so brightly was extinguished. How explain it? 
Let me tell you. 

The religious leaders and theologians in North Af- 
rica got into controversy one with another, and instead 
of preaching the Gospel and evangelizing, they started 
theological discussions and argued with each other over 
Christian doctrine. What should they have done? They 
should have gone to the next towns south and then the 
next towns south of those. And what would have hap- 
pened? Within a very short time they would have 
reached Capetown, and the whole of Africa would have 
been evangelized hundreds of years ago. Africa might 
have been sending missionaries to Europe and even to 
America. 

That, my brethren, may happen here. Yea, it is hap- 
pening here. There are churches today in the United 
States and Canada as well as in Great Britain, Austra- 
lia, and New Zealand, hundreds of them, that have be- 
come mere social clubs, and if the Church of Jesus does 
not awaken and give the Gospel to the whole world, 
what happened to Africa will happen here. “The light 
that shines farthest, shines brightest nearest home.” 

“But,” you ask, “why go before all have been saved 


‘here? There is so much to be done at home. Why not 


complete the work in the homeland before going to the 

foreign field?” Everywhere I go that question is asked. 

Let me answer it by asking three or four others. 
(Continued on page 42) 





In Georgiana, Alabama, Charlie Boggan, a 
section hand on the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad, has carried a dime in his mouth for 
thirty-three years. He carries the dime as a 
good luck piece in his right jaw day and night, 
sleeping, eating, working or just plain loafing. 
His grandfather, Sid Faggan, a_ successful 
farmer, carried a dime in his mouth for twenty 
years before his death. It was in 1917 that the 
grandfather gave Charlie Boggan the dime which he now carries in 
his mouth for good luck. Mr. Boggan is 45 years of age. The dime 
is blackened with age and its date no longer is legible, but Mr. 
Boggan will produce it on request — which he says is the only time 
he thinks about it. It is a real illustration of the soul of a great 
many people. They have one, and they never think abouf it unless 
someone calls it sharply to their attention. They go on day and 
night, sleeping, eating, working or just loafing and "God is not in 
all their thoughts (Psa. 10:4). Life is one round of the things of the 
body. But the night is going to come when the soul shall be required 
of man (Lk. 12:20). 





Are we content to be saved, and no more? 27 
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Sunday School 


LESSONS 


BY DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


September 3, 1950 
Peter, Who Became a Man of 


Power 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 4:8-20 
Golden Text: Peter and the apostles an- 
swered, “We must obey God rather than 

men” (Acts 5:29) 


Background of Peter 
Jesus met 
Name, home, and occupation 
The draught of fishes 
The Twelve promoted 
Peter Head of Church? 
Petros and petra 
Christ the foundation stone 
Peter's denial and commission 
Apostle to the Jews 
Lame man restored 
Arrest of Peter and Paul 
Speech before Council 
Disobedience to earthly rulers 


The complete story of the Apostle Pe- 
ter covers a considerable portion of the 
New Testament, including the four Gos- 
pels, the first half of Acts, the first two 
chapters of Galatians, and, naturally, as 
to his teaching and certain details of his 
ministry, his two Epistles. 


Background of Peter 


The first time we read about him is in 
John 1:40-44, where through the efforts 
of his brother Andrew he is brought to 
Jesus. Andrew, and perhaps Peter, had 
been followers of John the Baptist. 
When Jesus beheld Peter for the first 
time, he said: “Thou art Simon, the son 
of Jona (Jonas, or John) ; thou shalt be 
called Cephas” (which is by interpreta- 
tion, a stone, that is Petros, Peter). It is 
interesting to note that, like some other 
Hebrews of his time, he had three names, 
Simon (also Simeon, Acts 15:14) ; Peter, 
the Greek form, Petros, meaning a stone; 
and Cephas, an Aramaic word, also 
meaning a stone. Aramaic was the lan- 
guage or dialect, closely related to He- 
brew, spoken by the people in general 
in Jesus’ time. 

There are two occasions when Jesus 
“beheld” Peter, referring to the fact that 
the same Greek verb used here in John 
1:42 (and in 1:36), when Jesus first 
looked upon (beheld) Peter, is used in 
Luke 22:61, when, after Peter had de- 
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nied Jesus, He “looked upon” him. One 
may well wonder whether the expression 
of Jesus’ face was different on the two 
occasions. And we should not forget to 
ask the same question about the face of 
Peter! 

Peter and Andrew were of the town of 
Bethsaida, as was Philip the Apostle, 
also, John 1:44. The name means “fish- 
town” and was located near the north- 
ern shore of the Sea of Galilee, not far 
from Capernaum. Some of the disciples 
of Jesus were fishermen. In Luke 5:1-11, 
Jesus comes upon some of these fisher- 
men along the shore of the Sea of Gali- 
lee (called Gennesaret in v. 1), among 
whom were Simon Peter, James and 
John. Seeing a boat which belonged to 
Peter, He stepped into it, using it as a 
“rostrum” (this word originally meant 
the beak of a ship) from which to speak 
to the people. We have no account of 
what He said. 

Jesus then urged Peter to take his 
boat and net out for a catch of fish, but 
he protested, saying that they had been 
fishing all night with no success. How- 
ever he says that, because He command- 
ed him to do so, he would. The result 
was a boat-load of fish, very good inter- 
est for the loan of his boat for Jesus to 
use as a “pulpit.” 

Naturally, Peter was astonished at this 
manifestation of Jesus’ wisdom and au- 
thority, but He said to the men (James 
and John were partners of Peter in busi- 
ness), addressing Peter in particular, but 
in Matthew 4:19 speaking to the group: 
“Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men” (Luke 5:10). The verb used 
here is somewhat unusual, meaning “to 
catch alive,” in which one may see a 
contrast between catching fish unto their 
death, and catching men “unto life.” 
Note the result of Peter’s sermon on thie 
day of Pentecost, three thousand souls 
caught “in the Gospel net” unto ever- 
lasting life. When they had brought 
their boats to land, they forsook all and 
followed Him. 

Sometime after this, on the morning of 
a day following a whole night of prayer, 
Jesus promotes these men (twelve in all) 
from discipleship to apostleship (Luke 
6:12-16). A disciple is a Latin word 
meaning a pupil, a learner; an apostle 
is a Greek word meaning one who is sent 
forth, commissioned to deliver a mes- 
sage, the exact equivalent of the Latin 
word, missionary. 

The names of “The Twelve” are given 
at four places; in Matthew 10:2-4, in 
Mark 3:16-19, in Luke 6:14-16, and by 





Luke once more in Acts 1:13, the name 
of Judas Iscariot being, of course, 
omitted. Near the end of the chapter, 
however, the name of Matthias appears 
as the successor of Judas, as the result 
of an election held at the first “business 
meeting” of the Church. This action was 
taken at the suggestion of Peter (Acts 
1:15). 


Peter Head of Church? 


In the four lists-of the names of the 
Apostles just referred to, Peter’s name 
is always first, which does not imply that 
he was the first “pope” of the church, 


for the good reason that there were no 


popes for at least four centuries after 
Pentecost. Neither have we any real evi- 
dence that Peter was ever in Rome, al- 
though there are a few references to the 
idea in some early “church fathers.” The 
commentaries on 1 Peter 5:13 should be 
consulted on this point. Is Babylon in 
that verse another name for Rome? 

This verse is difficult to explain. It 
is translated in the recent Revised Stand- 
ard Version as “She who is at Babylon, 
who is likewise chosen, sends you greet- 
ings; and so does my son Mark.” The 
prefix “with” of the verb “chosen” in 
the Greek might lead us to believe that 
the reference is to Peter’s wife who at 
times traveled with him, according to 1 
Cor. 9:5. But even at that, we cannot 
tell with certainty whence Peter is writ- 
ing. Paul, in his letter to the Christian 
Church at Rome makes no reference to 
Peter as one among the many whom he 
addresses by name in chapter 16, nor 
does he intimate that Peter had ever 
been there. 

In Matthew 16:18, at a crisis in Jesus’ 
ministry, we hear Peter as he declares 
his opinion of Jesus in his “great confes- 
sion”: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” Jesus replies: “Blessed 
art thou, Simon Barjona (Bar is the 
Aramaic for “son,” hence son of Jona), 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but My Father which is in 
Heaven. And I say also unto thee, that 
thou art Peter (Petros), and upon this 
rock (petra) I will build My Church; 
and the gates of Hell (Hades in the 
Greek) shall not prevail against it.” 

It is a matter of controversy between 
Protestant and Roman Catholic theolo- 
gians as to what the word “rock” in v. 
18 represents, Peter, or his confession of 
the diety of Christ. In other words, is 
Peter or Jesus the foundation on which 
the Church of Christ is established? We 
should at once express our gratitude that 
it was not founded on vacillating Peter, 
the one to whom Jesus speaks in Mat- 
thew 16:23: “Get thee behind Me, Sa- 
tan,” for Peter was not expressing the 
mind of God, rather that of a man, when 
he sought to divert Jesus from talking 
about’ a violent death at the hands of 
wicked men. 

We may consider it a providence that 
in 1 Peter 2:4-8 we have his interesting 
and helpful reference to the “stone” of 
Psalm 118:22, which certainly refers to 
Jesus as a living stone (1 Peter 2:4) and 
to all believers as lively (that is, living; 
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' FIRST CENTURY NAMES 


Jewish citizens of Palestine frequently 
had more than one name, because of 
the fact that several important lan- 
guages were spoken in that country at 
that time, namely, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, and the Hebrew dialect known 
as Aramic. We recall that the inscrip- 
tion on the cross was written in He- 
brew, Greek, and Latin. 

We know the apostle Peter not only 
by that Greek name and its Aramic 
equivalent Cephas, both meaning a 
stone, but also by his original name, 
Simon (Simeon in Acts 15:14). The 
name of Barnabas is Aramic, meaning 
"son of exhortation,” but this was a 
“surname,” his original name having 
been Joses, most likely a Greek form 
of the Hebrew Joseph. 

The Aramic form of the name of one 
of the nominees for the office of Judas 
Iscariot, vacated by his suicide, was 
Barsabas (Acts 1:23). He was surnamed 
Justus, a Latin word. St. Paul's He- 
brew name was Shaul, Saul as we write 
it in English. When on his first mis- 
sionary journey, his ministry on the Is- 
land of Cyprus resulting in the conver- 
sion. of the deputy, Sergius Paulus 
(Acts 13:7-12), we find Saul spoken of 
for the first time as Paul, in v. 9 of that 
passage. Since Paul was the specially 
"chosen vessel to carry the name of the 
Lord Jesus before the Gentiles" (Acts 
9:15), it is reasonable to believe that a 
Latin name (Paul) would give him a 
more welcome entree among the Gen- 
tiles than the Hebrew name Saul. 





the same Greek adjective in vs. 4 and 5) 
stones, built on Him as a spiritual house. 
And Paul, in 1 Cor. 3:11, emphatically 
declares that no other foundation can 
men lay than that is laid, which is Christ 
Jesus. He is the foundation stone, the 
cornerstone and the capstone, the Head 
of the Church! 

Just before Peter denied Jesus, He 
warned him, and said, I have been pray- 
ing for thee; and when thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren. Jesus, in 
John 21:15-17, graciously affords Peter 
an opportunity to confess Him three 
times, the same number of times he had 
denied him. It may be that Peter wrote 
his epistles in order to fulfill Jesus’ com- 
mand to “strengthen” his brethren, for 
the Greek word which Jesus used occurs 
in 1 Peter 5:10 and 2 Peter 1:12, trans- 
lated by the word to “establish,” and the 
word “steadfastness” in 2 Peter 3:17 is 
from the same root. The bitter experi- 
ence Peter had when he realized the 
enormity of his sin in denying his Lord, 
when he “went out, and wept bitterly,” 
may lie in back of his. phrase, speaking 
of false teachers as “even denying the 
Lord that bought them” (2 Peter 2:1). 


Apostle to the Jews 


In Galatians 2:8 Peter is spoken of as 
the apostle to the circumcision (the 
Jews) and Paul the minister of the Gos- 
pel to the Gentiles. This suggests the 
division of the book of Acts, as we see 
Peter, like the rest of the believers, filled 
with the Holy Ghost and_ thereby 
“strengthened” to preach boldly on Pen- 
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tecost to the Jews in Jerusalem. It was 
Paul who in chapter 9 was specially com- 
missioned to preach to the Gentiles, v. 15. 
Peter did, however, preach to a group of 
Gentiles in the home of Cornelius, the 
Roman centurion. 

But, whether it was Peter or Paul, the 
Gospel message was the same; their text 
was always Christ Jesus crucified, yea 
rather, that is risen again. In our print- 
ed lesson today (Acts 4:8-20), it is Peter 
who is speaking before the Council, hav- 
ing been arrested with John, because 
they persisted in preaching and perform- 
ing miracles in the name of Jesus, for, 
although warned not to do so, as in v. 17, 
they had to obey God rather than men 
(the Golden Text), for Jesus Himself 
had commissioned them to go, and 
preach, and teach, and heal. 

It was after the miracle wrought upon 
the man, lame from birth, lying at the 
gate of the Temple, completely restored 
by the power of Jesus’ name as pro- 
claimed by Peter. Since the Sadducees 
did not believe in a resurrection, they 
could not approve of the ministry of His 
apostles, carried on in the name of their 
crucified but risen and living Saviour. 

So Peter and John were arrested, kept 
under guard for the night, and then 
brought before the tribunal next moring, 
some members of which aided at the 
trial of Jesus. The case opened with a 
question put to Peter and John: “By 
what power, or by what name, have ye 
done this?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
(see Luke 12:11-12) said, addressing the 
court: “If we this day be examined of 
the good deed done to the impotent man, 
by what means he is made whole, be it 
known unto you all, and to all the peo- 
ple of Israel, that by the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by 
Him doth this man stand here before you 
whole.” 

Peter struck an interesting note when 
he referred to the idea of having been 
arrested and brought to account for hav- 
ing done “a good deed”! People do not 
usually arrest a benefactor, but that is 
exactly what they did in the case of 
Jesus, crucifying a benefactor between 
two malefactors!: 

Peter answered in plain words, giving 
Jesus all the glory, and then quoted the 
passage concerning “the stone” from Ps. 
118:22 which we saw in his epistle. The 
text of his address, and we may say, of 
the whole book of Acts, is v. 12: “There 
is salvation in no other: for there is none 
other name given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” Peter certainly 
would not approve prayers offered to 
“saints,” not even to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. 

The members of the Council were 
astonished at the boldness of Peter and 
John, as well as at their message itself, 
for these men were no seminary gradu- 
ates! Unschooled in that sense, they 
were well acquainted with that wisdom 
which cometh from above. Hence it was 
quite evident that they had been with 
Jesus, v. 13, and learned of Him, and 


best of all, the clear evidence of the pow- 
er of their Lord was there—the man who 
had been healed. 

So the men of the Council were non- 
plussed. They debated the matter in a 
secret session, having ordered Peter and 
John out of the room. When they asked 
them to return, all that they could do to 
them was to command them never again 
to speak to any man in the name of 
Jesus! 

But Peter and John merely tell them 
that they, as the leaders of the people, 
should judge whether it was right in the 
sight of God to obey men rather than 
God, for, said they, “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen 
and heard.” 

“And daily in the Temple, and in 
every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). 


September 10, 1950 . 
John Mark, Who Made Good 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 12:12, 25; 
13:4-5, 13; 15:36-40 
Golden Text: “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13) 


Mark's Family and Home 
The upper room 
Peter prayed for 
Antioch Sends Missionaries 
Paul and Barnabas 
Mark in Cyprus 
Mark's Return Home 
Paul's dissatisfaction 
Contention over Mark 
Barnabas and Mark 
Paul and Silas 
Mark Makes Good 
Reconciliation with Paul 
Fellow-laborer 
Gospel ‘on Christ as Servant 


It is ‘quite likely that the John of our 
lesson was surnamed Marcus, the Roman 
name of the well-known author of the 
second Gospel whom we know better as 
Mark, because the time came in his ca- 
reer when he left his home in Jerusa- 
lem for the Gentile world as a companion 
of Paul and Barnabas. 


Mark’s Family and Home 


We know nothing about Mark’s father, 
but his mother’s name was Mary (Acts 
12:12). According to Colossians 4:10 
Mark was a cousin of Barnabas, which 
would account in part, at least, for the 
fact that Mark was associated with Bar- 
nabas and Paul on Paul’s first mission- 
ary journey, and after that, again with 
Barnabas, on another journey apart from 
Paul. 

The expression in Act 12:12, the house 
of Mary, would seem to indicate that 
Mark came from a well-to-do family, his 
cousin, Barnabas also having been a 
man of means. Her home was large 
enough to entertain the Christian group 
in Jerusalem, “many” gathering there 
for prayer, as stated in the passage just 
cited. It may have been the house in 
which Jesus ate the Passover supper with 
His disciples, although we may not be 
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certain. The same may be said concern- 
ing “an upper room” in Acts 1:13, the 
Greek being more definite in speaking of 
it as “the upper room,” that is, the one 
regularly used by the company of Chris- 
tian believers. 

Many have wondered who the “young 
man” of Mark 14:51 was. There is a 
strong inclination to believe that we have 
in this passage, verses 50-52, the first ref- 
erence to Mark, the author of the only 
Gospel which mentions the incident, al- 
though his name is not mentioned. But 
it is just for that reason that we may 
suppose that it was he. “The house may 
have been near Gethsemane, and the 
noise and the lights of the band led by 
Judas may have awakened Mark, who, 
taking the first thing that he could grasp 
as a covering, ran out to see what was 
happening.” Mark may have already 
been a believer at this time, and would 
therefore be personally interested in 
what was going on. He was evidently 
one of Peter’s converts, for he calls him 
his son in 1 Peter 5:13, even as Paul 
speaks of Timothy as such. 

When Peter had been arrested (Acts 
12:4), the Christian community prayed 
for him during the night of his incarcer- 
ation. By the intervention of the angel 
of the Lord, Peter was freed from the 
shackles which had bound his hands, 
and was led through the iron gate which 
opened of its own accord (Greek, auto- 
matically). It took some time for him, 
having been aroused from a deep sleep, 
to realize that he was a free man, but 
when he did, he at once went to the 
home of Mary and her son Mark, where 
they were praying for him. When he 
rapped at the door, Rhoda (her name 
means Rose, as in rhododendron, rose 
tree), a maid in the home, came to open 
the door, but was so overcome with joy, 
that she rushed back into the room to 
announce Peter standing at the gate, but 
forgot to open it (vs. 7-14). 

They would not believe her story, say- 
ing that it was an apparition. But she 
insisted that she was not mistaken, as 
he continued to knock at the door. They 
were astonished when they saw him, as 
they opened the door to let him in. It 
was this home from which Barnabas and 
Saul, who had brought relief funds from 
Antioch to the needy in the Jerusalem 
Church, took Mark along with them on 
their return to Antioch (12:25). 


Antioch Sends Missionaries 


The Church in Antioch seems to have 
been made up of a spiritual member- 
ship, and it may be said of it that it was 
the first Church to show a real interest 
in foreign missions. Prophets and teach- 
ers were among them; they fasted and 
prayed, so that there was an atmosphere 
in which the Holy Spirit could work in 
the hearts of the members. 

Thus the Holy Spirit moved upon them 
to detach two of their members from 
this spiritually mature company in or- 
der to bring the Word of life to Gentile 
areas, even as a mature plant will send 
out seeds to begin new plants in other 
areas. These men were Barnabas and 
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Saul (Paul), and thus the latter sets out 
to begin his commission assigned to him 
in Acts 9:15. 

Leaving by way of Seleucia, the sea- 
port of Antioch, sixteen miles inland, 
they sailed to Cyprus which had been 
the home of Barnabas, as we read in 
Acts 4:36. Because of Mark’s relation- 
ship as the cousin of Barnabas, we may 
believe that he had friends on that is- 
land as well as Barnabas, and wished 
that they also might hear the Gospel. 

Thus we read in Acts 13:5 that Barna- 
bas and Saul “had also John to their 
minister” (they had John to assist them, 
R.S.V.) at Salamis in the eastern area of 
the island, where they preached the 
Word of God in the synagogues of the 
Jews. We are not certain as to what the 
duties of Mark were as a helper of the 
two evangelists. It may be that he tend- 
ed to the business affairs of the party, 
such as making arrangements for lodg- 
ing, or he may have himself engaged in 
teaching, perhaps, as a catechist, the new 
converts in the various towns on the is- 


land. 


Mark’s Return Home 

From Cyprus they sailed to Perga in 
Pamphylia on the mainland of Asia Mi- 
nor. Whatever may have been the rea- 
son, Mark left Paul and Barnabas at this 
point to return home. Luke does not 
give the reason. Some have thought that 
he was homesick; others that he was 
afraid of the dangers ahead on strange 
territory; some may think that his inter- 
est subsided after Cyprus, about which 
he was particularly concerned, had been 
evangelized. We are sure of only one 
thing, and that is the dissatisfaction with 
which Paul viewed this defection on the 
part of Mark. 

How Paul’s dissatisfaction came to the 
surface appears in Acts 15:36-41. Here 
we read that after the return of Paul and 
Barnabas from their missionary journey, 
they gave a detailed report to the Church 
at Antioch, and then went up to Jerusa- 
lem to discuss at headquarters the ques- 
tion as to whether Gentiles had to be 
circumcised in order to become Chris- 
tians. The question was decided in the 
negative, and Judas and Silas were dep- 
utized to accompany Paul and Barnabas 
to Antioch to convey to the Christians 
there the official decision. Judas re- 





PETER’S BOLDNESS 


Peter, who had denied the Lord, 
could stand boldly forward and say, 
“But YE DENIED the Holy One and 
the Just." They were all dumb. His de- 
nial was completely gone. There was a 
sense of what Christ was for him that 
was beyond all he had known before. 
They knew well what he had done. Yet 
this repeated and recent denier of his 
Lord was so full of courage, through ~ 
abundance of grace, as to confront and 
tell them that it was THEY that ‘de- 
nied the Holy One and the Just.” 

His conscience was purged; he had 
no more conscience of sins (Heb. 10); 
all was blotted out that could be 
against him before God. Yea, he was 
justified from all things. 








turned to Jerusalem, but Silas remained 
at Antioch. 

A short time after this Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us go again and visit our 
brethren in every city where we have 
preached the Word of the Lord, and see 
how they do” (v. 36). Barnabas agreed, 
but insisted that Mark be allowed to ac- 
company them. To this Paul strenuous- 
ly objected, because he had “departed 
from them from Pamphylia, and went 
not with them to the work” (v. 38). 

The result was, there arose a sharp 
contention between Paul and Barnabas 
(a “paroxysm,” says the Greek) so that 
they separated, Barnabas taking Mark, 
and again sailing for Cyprus. Of this 
evangelistic tour we read nothing fur- 
ther. Paul, on the other hand, chose 
Silas mentioned above, and departed, 
recommended a second time by the Anti- 
och Church to the grace of God for guid- 
ance and help on a second campaign, 
which was much more extensive than 
Paul’s first journey, since it took him 
well into Europe. 

At this point we might suggest that the 
contention between Paul and Barnabas 
resulted in two missionary groups setting 
out to preach in foreign parts. We may 
hope that the Lord overruled the situa- 
tion for all concerned according to 
Paul’s principle (Phil. 1:15-19), “if only 
Christ is preached.” 


Mark Makes Good 


But even so, we wonder whether Paul, 
in the light of the lesson topic for today, 
could or would say that John Mark was 
a man who made good! 

On this point we have no direct an- 
swer apart from a few isolated and brief 
notations which we shall here cite. In 
Colossians 4:10 Paul suggests that if 
Mark were to visit them, they were to 
receive him. Perhaps they knew that 
Mark had upon one occasion failed Paul, 
but he apparently does not want them to 
hold it against him. It would be inter- 
esting to know whether, or when, a for- 
mal reconciliation had taken place be- 
tween them. It would seem that it had. 

In 2 Timothy 4:10-11, Paul is in 
prison, a lonely man, having-been de- 
serted by his friends, with Luke alone to 
comfort him. So he suggests to Timothy 
that he come to him, not forgetting to. 
bring Mark along, adding, almost to our 
surprise, “that he is profitable to me for 
the ministry,” although. not stating in. 
what way. Perhaps it was “for personal: 
service in prison, or, for missions in the, 
city (of Rome), or for help in worship.” , 
It looks as though Mark had made good! 
Shall we say, that, like Onesimus in- 
Paul’s letter to Philemon, having been. 
unprofitable because of his conduct, he 
had become profitable again. The same 
Greek words are used by Paul in 2 Tim. 
4:11 and Philemon 11 for “profitable,” 
as referring to Mark and Onesimus. 
Both “made good.” 

The name of Mark appears in Phile- 
mon 24 as a fellow-laborer of Paul, this 
reference to him and the one in Colos- 
sians being the first ones since the sepa- 
ration twelve years before. 
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Finally, in 1 Peter 5:13 Mark is a 
companion of Peter in Babylon, which, 
in the opinion of many, may mean Rome. 
But the important point is that, accord- 
ing to fairly reliable tradition, Mark 
wrote his Gospel based upon material 
derived from Peter. That Mark did 
make good may be predicated upon this 
statement “that Mark, who had upon one 
occasion been a faithless servant was 
chosen to write the story of the faithful 
servant,” the theme of his Gospel. 

Mark may have had his weaknesses, 
failures, and short-comings (and who 
does not?) but we also find in him the 
truth of the Golden Text exemplified, 
namely, that it is possible to “make 
good,” yea, to do all things through 
Christ, who is always willing to put His 
strength at the disposal of those who 
put their trust in Him. 


September 17, 1950 


James, Leader in the Jerusalem 


Church 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 15:13-20; 
GALATIANS 2:9-12 
Golden Text: “Be doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your- 
selves” (James 1:22) 


James the Lord's Brother 
Synagogue 
Wedding at Cana of Galilee 
Ambition for Jesus 
Change of Heart 
Eventual faith in Christ 
Vision of risen Lord 
Contrast with Paul 
Unbelief 
Influence of Lord's vision 
Actual contact of James 
Paul's inquiry i 
Persecution by Authorities 
Attempt to liquidate apostles 
Peter's deliverance 
James singled out 
Questions Raised 
Legalism still alive 
Decision of Holy Spirit 


There are three men of importance by 
the name of James (Jacob in the Greek) 
mentioned in the New Testament; James, 
the son of Zebedee, brother of John; 
James, the son of Alphaeus (probably 
“James the Less” of Mark 15:40), both 
of the Twelve; and James, the Lord’s 
brother, so called in Galatians 1:19. His 
name is also included among Jesus’ 
brethren as given in Matthew 13:55, and 


_in the corresponding passage in Mark 


6:3, the only two places James is men- 
tioned by name in the Gospels. 


James, the Lord’s Brother 


The occasion for mentioning the names 
of Jesus’ brethren (His sisters are also 
here referred to but not named) was 
when Jesus taught in the synagogue of 
His home town, Nazareth, with a wisdom 
which caused His townsmen to ask in 
cynical tone: “Whence hath this man 
this wisdom, and these mighty works? 
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not 
His mother called Mary? and His 
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, 
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and Judas? and His sisters, are they not 
all with us? Whence then hath this man 
all these things? And they were offend- 
ed in Him.” 

It is reasonable to believe that James 
was present with Jesus’ mother and His 
brethren who wished to speak with Him 
on the occasion described by Matthew in 
12:46. By virtue of the same phrase, 
“His brethren,” James was present at the 
wedding feast in Cana of Galilee, John 
2:12, for, no doubt, Jesus’ brethren as 
well as His mother had been invited to 
the wedding, and, as a family, returned 
to Capernaum after the festivities. 

In John 7, Jesus’ brethren are again 
referred to, on this occasion urging Him 
to leave Galilee for Judaea, so that oth- 
ers might see His miracles. This may 
have been a very unkind suggestion, 
seeming to imply that they would fain be 
rid of Him, or, perhaps sarcastically im- 
plying that if He wished “to get any- 
where” with the crowd, He would better 
go with the multitude to the approaching 
feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem, where 
He could make His appeal in a spectacu- 
lar way to attract the people. But He 
has no interest in the spectacular, any 
more than when Satan tempted Him to 
do that very thing, to appeal to the peo- 
ple by some unusual and foolhardy act 
(Mt. 4:6). 

John seems to account for what was 
said in the preceding paragraph with 
respect to the animus which prompted 
His brethren to suggest that Jesus go to 
Judaea, for John adds, in 7:5, “neither 
did His brethren believe in Him.” This 
statement is of particular importance in 
view of a possible question relevant. to 
the title of our lesson today: “How did 
James come to be the leader of the Jeru- 
salem Church?” 


Change of Heart 


The fact that the phrase “His breth- 
ren” appears again at Acts 1:14, this 
time indicating that they were “with one 
accord in prayer” together with the 
whole Christian group in the upper room 
in Jerusalem after Jesus’ ascension, 
shows that something took place in the 
hearts of His immediate relatives. 

This may be closely related to the 
statement of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:7, 
where he tells us that Jesus was seen of 
James after His resurrection. Did the 
sufferings, death and resurrection of Je- 
sus have their influence on James? Or, 
was it the result of a growing conviction 
and understanding of the person and 
work of Jesus before His passion that 
reached its climax in a vital faith in 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord? Because of 
this, he remained in Jerusalem, probably 
took part in the election of Mathias as 
the successor of Judas Iscariot, that is, 
as one of the Twelve, and in time became 
the leader of the Jerusalem Church. 


Contrast with Paul 
Those of our readers who have access 
to Dr. George Matheson’s book on rep- 
resentative men of the New Testament 
will find an interesting chapter on James, 
in which he compares the experiences of 


James and Paul, at the same time draw- 
ing an interesting contrast. 

Both of them evidently did not believe 
on Jesus during the period of His min- 
istry but both must have been greatly 
influenced by a vision of the risen Lord, 
in the case of James, after His resurrec- 
tion, but in the case of Paul, after His 
ascension. 

The contrast between the two men lay 
in the fact that Paul had probably not 
even seen Jesus in the flesh, certainly 
not as an associate of His in His min- 
istry, whereas James lived with Him as 
a member of the family. The thought 
here is that Paul did not know and un- 
derstand Him well enough, whereas too 
close familiarity with Him in the home 
may have prevented James from appre- 
ciating Him as he might and should have 
done. 

Jesus’ suffering on the cross, His death 
and remarkable resurrection may have 
brought James and the other members of 
the family into full fellowship with the 
Christian group as ardent believers. Cer- 
tain it is, the vision of the ascended 
Lord in glory brought Paul to believe in 
Him, to dedicate his life to Him, and 
to serve Him faithfully the rest of his 
days. 

But just because Paul had not known 
Jesus during the period of His ministry, 
he was eager to know as much as possi- 
ble about Him. Therefore, after his ex- 
perience on the Demascus road and in 
Damascus itself as one of the company 
of believers there, he tells us in Gal. 
1:17-19 that he went to Arabia, perhaps 
there in solitude to ponder the vast dif- : 
ference between his efforts to gain 
righteousness by the keeping of the law 
and, on the other hand, the free gift of 
God’s grace which was so abundantly 
and undeservedly bestowed upon him 
through Christ Jesus. 

Returning from Arabia, he proceeds 
once more to Damascus, and then on to 
Jerusalem, to get into touch with those 
who had known Jesus best. Fifteen days 
he spent with Peter, and how much we 
wish it were possible to know what was 
said between them! James is then men- 
tioned as the-only other one whom Paul 
consulted, and surely he, as the brother 
of Jesus, could give Paul certain inti- 
mate details which he could hardly have 
gotten from any other source. 

It will be observed, therefore, that the 
Apostles knew the historical Jesus and 
later the risen and ascended Lord in 
that order. Paul came to know Him 
first as the ascended Lord in glory, and 
then, upon inquiry, learned to know Him 
as he walked among men, carrying on 
His ministry of teaching and loving serv- 
ice. This may be the reason why Paul 
in speaking of Him often uses the order, 
Christ Jesus, instead of the usual order, 
Jesus Christ. 


Persecution by Authorities 
As we read the story of the early 
Church in Acts we find the name of 
James mentioned in 12:17. In this chap- 
ter we learn of increasing persecution 
inflicted upon the Church by the authori- 
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ties. Stephen had been stoned to death 
(chapter 7), Peter and John had been 
arrested, freed, warned not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and threatened (4: 
18-20). In chapter five all the Apostles 
are treated in the same way, and beaten 
(v. 40). 

But in chapter 12 we find that in addi- 
tion to the opposition of the religious 
leaders, officials of the government now 
seek to stamp out the Church by “liqui- 
dating” the Apostles, if possible, James 
the brother of John is executed by the 
sword at the command of Herod. Notic- 
ing that by so doing he was pleasing the 
Jews, he ordered the arrest of Peter, 
with a view to getting rid of him after 
the Passover holidays. 

But the Church immediately went to 
prayer in his behalf. According to Isa- 
iah 65:24, “Before they call I will an- 
swer,” the Lord sent His angel to de- 
liver Peter from prison, whereupon, to 
the astonishment and joy of the Chris- 
tian group, Peter rapped at the door of 
the house where many were gathered in 
prayer. When he was admitted, he at 
once explained his strange experience 
and requested that a report be sent to 
James, and to the brethren. 

Singling out the name of James in 
this way (v. 17), clearly betokens his 
position of leadership, but in no way ex- 
plaining how he came to it. Humanly 
speaking, we might believe that his re- 
lationship to Jesus would give him pres- 
tige in determining such leadership as 
the Church grew in numbers. 


Questions Raised 

As Peter was considered the Apostle 
to the circumcision (the Jews) (Gal. 
2:7), so to Paul had been given the 
commission to preach the Gospel to the 
uncircumcision (the Gentiles). This 
naturally raised certain crucial questions, 
particularly in the mind of Hebrew 
Christians, questions which became acute 
after the first missionary journey of Paul, 
accompanied by Barnabas (Acts 13:1-4; 
Gal. 2:9). 

The questions are, Must a Gentile be 
circumcised to become a Christian? And 
is it to be allowed that Hebrew Chris- 
tians eat at the same table with Gentile 
Christians? 

The first question was settled in the 
first printed portion of our lesson. The 
second question is the problem of the 
passage in Galatians 2. After Paul and 
Barnabas returned from their missionary 
journey, they came to Antioch, whence 
they had been sent forth. While there, 
certain men came from Judaea, Acts 15: 
1, to state to them that “except ye be cir- 
cumcised after the manner of Moses,” 
that is, according to the law, “ye cannot 
be saved.” Legalism was not yet dead 
in Jerusalem! Paul and Barnabas con- 
tradicted their thesis. In order to bring 
the matter to a decision, it was agreed 
that they go to Jerusalem to have the 
apostles and elders adjudicate the mat- 
ter. 

Peter was the one to speak against the 
necessity of circumcision for Gentile 
Christians, strongly affirming that salva- 
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PAUL’S GUIDE 


Paul loved the Jews. But the Lord 
said, “Not the Jew, but the Gentile. 
Other people will be working for Jewish 
missions; | want you to help heathen 
missions." We see Him saying that to 
Paul, and | think it was a disappoint- 
ment, but he went. Jesus Christ per- 
sonally guides the uncertain. Mr. 
Whymper, in his description of one of 
the ascents of the Matterhorn, tells us 
how ‘his guide, in a mist, went ahead 
himself, and said to those who were 
following, “put your feet here, step 
here, turn not aside there!" That is 
what the Lord Jesus Christ is going to 
do for you. 





tion is through grace (v. 11), by faith, 
whether for Gentile or Hebrew Chris- 
tians (v. 9). In v. 12 Paul and Barnabas 
corroborate the opinion of Peter by vir- 
tue of their experiences among the Gen- 
tiles. 

James now gives his opinion, quoting 
Simeon (Simon Peter) at verse 14, and 
then shows how Amos the Old Testament 
prophet speaks of the day when the Lord 
will build again the tabernacle of Da- 
vid which is fallen down (referring to 
the Babylonian captivity), when Gentiles 
also shall come into covenant fellowship 
with God. This happened in miniature 
on Pentecost, after which, in Acts 10 
and in the course of the preaching by 
Paul and Barnabas, Gentiles heard and 
accepted the Gospel concerning Jesus as 
Saviour. This was the “mystery” re- 
vealed especially to Paul in Ephesians 
2:5-6, and referred to in v. 18 of our 
lesson, to culminate finally in the uni- 
versal reign of Messiah. 

The decision was that of the Holy 
Ghost and of the Church (v. 28), assur- 
ing them that Gentiles were not to be 
troubled by anyone insisting that they 
be circumcised, but that they abstain 
from pollutions of idols, and from forni- 
cation, and from things strangled, and 
from blood (for which see Gen. 9:4, and 
Deut. 12: 23). 

Galatians 2:9-12 is a short section of 
an argument involving the question 
whether Hebrew Christians should allow 
themselves to eat at the same table with 
Gentile Christians. In Acts 10:28 Peter 
clearly states that he had learned never 
again to make a distinction between 
them. 

In Galatians 2:9 James, Peter and 
John of the Jerusalem Church had given 
their sanction to Paul’s ministry among 
the Gentiles. Peter himself, when on a 
visit to Antioch, was eating with Gentiles, 
but when he learned of a delegation, sent 
by James, coming to Antioch, he with- 
drew from such fraternization with the 
Gentile Christians, perhaps fearing criti- 
cism from the Jerusalem group. This in- 
fluenced other Jewish Christians, even 
Barnabas, to do the same. Paul could 
not stand for this, so he reprimanded 
Peter for his hypocrisy (Greek for dis- 
sembled, v. 13, and dissimulation), since 
he knew better than his conduct showed. 

The situation brings from Paul the 
fundamental truth in v. 16: “A man is 





not justified by the works of the law, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ,” true of Jew 
and Gentile Christians, hence we should 
make no distinction. 
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Paul, World Evangelist 
LESSON TEXT: ACTS 26:9-20 


Golden Text: “I decided to know noth- 
ing among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2) 


Life Directed to Damascus Road 
Paul freeborn 
Gamaliel his teacher 
Stephen's death 

Paul's Conversion 
Hatred of Jesus 
Meeting on road 
A chosen vessel 

Paul's Witnessing and Sufferings 
Preaching in synagogues 
Defence before Agrippa 
A good fight fought 

Paul a Debtor 
Versatile world-citizen 
First foreign missionary 


There are two men in our Bible whose 
name was Saul. In First Samuel 9 we 
meet the first one, Saul of the Old Testa- 
ment, a son of Kish, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, the first King of Israel. In Acts 
7:58 we find the second one, Saul of the 
New Testament, also of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin (Phil. 3:5), in which verse he also 
describes himself as of the stock of 


Israel, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, and, | 


as touching the law, a Pharisee. It is 
likely that his father (we do not know 
the names of his parents) named him 
Saul in honor of the first King of Israel, 
as an American father frequently names 
his son George Washington, in honor of 
the first President of our country. In 
the case of Saul, it would be quite 
natural to do this, because both were of 
the same tribe; and a small tribe it was 
(see Psa. 68:27), from which these two 
men named Saul sprang. 

Our lesson today has to do with Saul 
of the New Testament, whom we know 
even better by the name Paul, Saul be- 
ing his Hebrew name (Shaul), and Paul 
his Latin, Roman, or Gentile name, 
meaning “little.” We might ask whether 
he was playing on this meaning of his 
name in Ephesians 3:8, where he speaks 
of himself as “less than the least” of 
all saints, “leaster” (a fourth degree of 
comparison) being the literal equivalent 
of the single Greek adjective he uses to 
express the idea of “less than the least.” 


Life Directed to Damascus Road 


Saul (Paul) was of the city of Tarsus 
in Cilicia, a province of Asia Minor, in 
the Gentile world. To this he refers in 
Acts 21:39, where he speaks of himself 
as a citizen of no mean city. It is par- 
ticularly important to know that Paul 
was a freeborn Roman citizen, which 
fact stood him in good stead upon sev- 
eral occasions when he was arrested for 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Yesterday’s Books 
(Continued from page 19) 


In 1749, when the Methodist revival 
was at its height, there was born of 
humble parents, in a small market town 
of Cumberland in the extreme north 
of England, Joseph Benson. The boy 
was educated at the village school and 
under a local Presbyterian minister 
and reached such a high standard that 
he actually opened a small school him- 
self at the age of 16. His father in- 
tended him for ordination in the 
Church of England and Benson re- 
tained a deep sympathy with the 
church throughout his life. On hearing 
of the Methodists, however, when still 
a youth he traveled the length of the 
country, largely on foot, to meet John 
Wesley, who soon acquired a high 
opinion of him. He became principal 
of Trevecca College, went to St. Ed- 
mund Hall, Oxford, was refused ordi- 
nation because of his association with 
the Methodists and then settled down 
in the Methodist ministry in which he 
Temained till his death in 1821. His 
preaching was immensely powerful, 
and he did much practical work on 
behalf of the downtrodden, including 
the American slaves. 

Among many works, Joseph Benson 
edited Notes, Critical, Explanatory and 
Practical on the Bible, which ran into 
at least six editions and continued in 
use among Methodists after his death. 
Here is part of the note on Psalm 5:5: 
“This verse is, both by Jewish and 
Christian, by ancient and later, inter- 
preters, generally and most justly un- 
derstood to refer to what we call ‘orig- 
inal sin’: which David here mentions, 
not as an excuse for, but as an aggra- 
vation of, his transgression; inasmuch 
as the knowledge which he had of the 
total corruption of his nature, and its 
tendency to evil, ought to have made 
him more on his guard, and to watch 
more carefully over his sensual pas- 
sions and affections. And the sense of 
the place is this, Nor is this the only 
sin which I have reason to acknowl- 
edge and bewail before Thee; for this 
filthy stream leads me to a corrupt 
fountain. And upon a serious review 
of my heart and life, I find that I am 
guilty of innumerable other sins; and 
that this heinous crime, though drawn 
forth by external temptations, yet was 
indeed the proper fruit of my own vile 
nature, which, without the restraints of 
Thy providence or grace, ever was and 
still will be inclinable and ready to 
commit ten thousand sins as occasion 
offers. Thus as Dr. Dodd, after Chan- 
dler, justly observes, ‘the Psalmist 
owns himself to be the corrupted, de- 
generate offspring of corrupted, de- 
generate parents: agreeably to what 
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was said long before he was born, 
“Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? Not one” (Job 14:4).’” 

The author has a good, simple, faith- 
ful note on Psalm 116:7: “ ‘Return unto 
thy rest, O my soul.’ Unto that tranquil- 
ity of mind, and cheerful confidence in 
God’s providence and promises, which 
thou didst once enjoy. Repose thyself 
in God; seek not for that rest in the 
creature which is to be found only in 
the Creator. God is thy rest, in Him 
only canst thou dwell at ease; to Him 
therefore thou must retire. ‘For the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully, etc.’ Hath 
many ways expressed His bounty most 
liberally to thee, and provided suffi- 
ciently for thy comfort and refresh- 
ment. “Thou hast delivered my soul 
(myself) from death.’ From threaten- 
ing and approaching death; or, from 
spiritual death, the death of sin, and 
from eternal death, the death of Hell. 
Thou hast caused me to pass from 
death unto life. ‘Mine eyes from tears!’ 
That is, my heart from inordinate 
grief. When God comforts those that 
are cast down, when he looses the 
mourners’ sackcloth, and girds them 
with gladness, then He delivers their 
eyes from tears; which yet will not be 
perfectly done till we come to that 
world where God shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes. ‘And my feet from 
falling.’ Namely, from falling into sin, 
and so into misery.” 

Here also is part of his note on Isaiah 
12:4-6: “Here we have the second part 
of the evangelical song, the subject of 
which, as of the former, is the praise 
of God. In the former part, believers 
stir up themselves to praise God: here 
they invite and encourage one another 
to do it, and are represented as con- 





THE FATHER’S LOVE 


There is no limit to the blessings promised 
to the true believer. The Spirit of God shall 
be poured out upon him, to reveal all the 
Father's love, and all the glory of Christ, to 
the soul. “He will glorify Christ, and take of 
the things that are His, and show them unto 
us." He will be in us "a Spirit of adoption, 
enabling us to cry, Abba, Father": He “will 
witness to our spirits that we are the children 
of God": He will give us “an earnest of our 
eternal inheritance,” and “seal us unto the 
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triving to spread His praise, and to 
draw in others to join with them in it. 
‘Praise the Lord, call upon His Name.’ 
As giving thanks for former mercies is 
a modest way of begging for further 
mercies; so requesting further and 
fresh mercies is graciously accepted as 
a thankful acknowledgment of the mer- 
cies we have received. ‘Declare, etc.’ 
By speaking and writing. We must not 
only speak to God, but speak to others 
concerning Him; not only ‘call upon 
His name,’ but (as the margin reads it) 
‘proclaim His name.’ Let others know 
something more from us than they did 
before concerning God, and _ those 
things whereby He hath made Himself 
known. ‘His doings’ or, ‘mighty deeds’ 
The works of redemption and salva- 
tion are especially intended: these and 
His other wonderful works we should 
declare. ‘Among the people.’ Among 
the heathen, that they may be brought 
into communion with Israel, and the 
God of Israel. When the apostle 
preached the Gospel to all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem, then this Scrip- 
ture was fulfilled. 








“Against whom, may I ask, are you batting .490?” 


‘THE SATURDAY EVENING POST 








The little boy in the junior league 
may boast of his batting abilities, 
but those who know the stiff compe- 
tition of the real thing will never be 
impressed. You may think that you 
are. patient because you are living 
in circumstances where all is smooth. 
But your real ability to live for Christ 
will be shown when you are in the 
midst of circumstances that are high- 
ly adverse. It is “tribulation” that 
“worketh patience’ (Rom. 5:3). 
Those whom we think of as being 
“laid aside" by some heavy trial 
may, in reality, be batting in the 
spiritual big leagues. 


Reprinted by special permission of 
The Saturday Evening Post. Copyright 
1950 by the Curtis Publishing Com- 
pany. 
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All books reviewed by ETERNITY are available through ETERNITY Book Service, Box 2000, 
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Addresses on the Book of Joshua. H. A. 
Ironside. Loizeaux Brothers, New York 
pany, New York. 57 p. $.50. 

Another book of Bible study has come 
from the prolific pen of Dr. Harry A. Iron- 
side, former pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago. In the lucid style for 
which he is famous, Dr. Ironside gives to 
us a working knowledge of the Old Testa- 
ment book, Joshua. Our only criticism of 
the work is that there isn’t enough of it. 
This reviewer felt that some one had taken 
the victuals away just as he was about to 
take a second portion of the dinner. 

Dr. Ironside truly gives us a spiritual 
feast in Joshua. In his introductory re- 
marks he points out how this Old Testa- 
ment book may be related spiritually to 
the New Testament Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians. The whole tenor of Joshua is to 
illustrate the truth of Ephesians—the na- 
ture of our position in Christ and the ex- 
hortation to “possess our ions,” the 
privilege which derives from the believer's 
position in Christ. 

Joshua, being the type of the Captain of 
our salvation, Dr. Ironside pictures the 
preparation and expedition of Israel into 
the land of promise as an object lesson as 
to how we, as believers, are to possess our 
heavenly - land, in Christ. Various phases 


of Israel’s battle are likened to the spiritual. 


warfare of the believer. The temptations 
of Israel well set forth the similar tempta- 
tions of the Christian. 

Throughout the work, Dr. Ironside, from 
the wealth of his experience from his long 
ministry, gives many illustrations which 
make of this Bible study a practical ex- 
perience. This book will be helpful for 
several reasons. It will give the young be- 
liever a spiritual appreciation of Joshua; 
it will aid the growing believer to see more 
clearly, the way to victorious living in “the 
Heavenlies”; and for the preacher who suf- 
fers from homiletical procrastination, this 
book, Addresses on the Book of Joshua, 
by H. A. Ironside, will enable him to preach 
sixteen wonderful messages, vicariously pre- 
pared by the author. 

R. L. K. 


An Exposition of Ephesians. John Hess 
McComb. Broadway Publishing Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. 57 p. $.50. 

All students of the New Testament are 
agreed that an understanding of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians is “a “must” for every 
believer. During the past twenty-five years 
so many books of Bible exposition on this 
New Testament book have come from the 
press that one would hesitate to purchase 
another until he had examined it first. But 
upon examination of Dr. McComb’s booklet 
one discovers that the glorious truths of 
the believer’s riches and responsibilities in 
Christ are made to live with a freshness 
and vigor that is missing from other books 
on the same subject. 

The survey is rapid but to the point 
and quite thought-provoking. The be- 
liever’s blessing in Christ and the duties 
that are His by virtue of the fact that He 
is in Christ are concisely and faithfully re- 
vealed. At the end of each chapter the 
author presents a recapitulation of the ma- 
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terial covered, in the form of brief analyses. 
This adds greatly to the usefulness of the 
book. Dr. McComb’s sermon “The Sword 
of the Spirit” found at the close of the 
book merits a wide reading. Our brother 
has the happy faculty of saying much in 
few words which makes for delightful 


reading. This work will be a great help to- 


every Christian. 
L. S. 


A Treasury of Dwight L. Moody, selected 
by Harry J. Albus. Wm. B. Erdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
$2.00. 

When Nebuchadnezzar looked into the 
fiery furnace, “to his great amazement he 
saw the men walking about in the midst 
of the flames . . . as if in the midst of 
green pastures. . . There was no difference 
in them, except that their bonds were 
burnt off. Ah, it does my heart good to 
think that the worst the Devil is allowed 
to do is to burn off the bonds of God’s 
children. If Christ be with us, the direst 
afflictions can only loosen our earthly bonds, 
and set us free to soar higher.” This is 
the kind of simple yet profoundly beautiful 
observation so characteristic of the messages 
of Dwight L. Moody. It will do the heart 
of any person untold good to read these 
pages. ’ 

The purpose underlying the publication 
of this Treasury is to preserve and further 
the influence and inspiration of the hum- 
ble man whom scholars and ordinary peo- 
ple agree to be one of the outstanding 
evangelists of all time. The purpose finds 
adequate fulfillment in the three sections 
of the book. 

The compiler has given an unusually fine 
resume of the life and impact of Moody 
from the vantage point of half a century 
after his physical death. He has drawn 
concentrated juices from the seven recog- 
nized and outstanding biographies of the 
evangelist. 

The selected sermons, eleven in number, 
abound in spiritual vitality. One will be 
impressed with the fact that these plain 
and generally unvarnished messages, in or- 
der to move multitudes as they did, must 
indeed have been aflame in the white heat 
of the Holy Spirit pouring out through a 
self-emptied vessel. 

Finally, one cannot but come away from 
these pages with the realization that the 
Gospel Moody preached was presented in 
direct and fervent appeal. The will was 
moved because the heart was stirred; yet 
the quickening of emotion was not without 
a basis of good reason and sound common 
sense. The heart was stirred as often by 
the vision of the wonderful love of God 
in Christ as by the fearful horror of eter- 
nity without the Lord Jesus Christ. 

H. J. 


Lest Ye Faint. S. Franklin Logsdon. Evan- 
gelical Publishers. 159 p. $1.65. 

In this little volume of thirteen sermons 
the customer gets his money’s worth, for 
it contains gems of inestimable value. Every 
minister should read and study these ser- 
mons for their homiletical worth. In their 
analysis and exegesis of the text they are 


superb. Mr. Logsdon has learned to think 
his way through the Word of God, a lost 
art in much present-day preaching. His 
outlines aid the student of the Bible in 
retaining the main thoughts of the pass- 
age under consideration. 

An example of the author’s ability and 
aptitude is obvious in the following ser- 
mon. Chapter five is entitled “The Secret 
of Continual Triumph.” It is based on 
the “things” of Second Peter, chapter one. 
Note his careful observation, keen analysis 
and clear division of the chapter: 

I. The Things of Heavenly Provisions 

(v. 3) 
II. The Things of Human Possession 


(v. 8) 
III. The Things of Honest Practice (v. 
10 


IV. The Things of Helpful Preaching 
v. 12) 
V. The Things of Hopeful Perpetuation 
(v. 15) 
VI. The Things of Harmful Preclusion 
(v. 9) 
L. S. 


The Second Evangelical Awakening in 
Britain. J. Edwin Orr. Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Illinois. 301 p. $4.00. 


Following the American revival in 1858, 
an awakening n in England which 
went through changing phases over a fifty- 
year period. It is the author's thesis that 
this is so, and that as a revival it was in 
every way equal to the famous 18th century 
evangelical revival. 

No comprehensive work in this field ex- 
ists today, but there are scattered treat- 
ments of isolated parts of the whole move- 
ment. The author has undertaken a mon- 
umental research among the newspapers 
and other records of that day. 

The result is not only a scholarly and 
well-documented, but very readable survey 
of this revival, and in particular the six 
years from 1859 to 1865. Three features 
combine to.make this better than average 
church history. 

First, the revival is pictured not only as 
to its numerical value to the churches, but 
in relation to its impetus to missions. The 
list of men (Chalmers, Bishop Moule, Sir 
Robert Anderson, etc.) and organizations 
(China Inland Mission, Salvation Army, 
the Keswick Convention, etc.) which were 
actually the products of this revival point 
up the importance of the work before us. 

Second, the spiritual life and social life 
of a nation is interrelated, and it is plain 
to see that the fiber of Britain which held, 
frayed but unsevered, during the merciless 
hackings of the second world war was 
woven of strands of spiritual and moral 
stuff spun by the revivalism of this second 
evangelical awakening. 

Third, “evangelical terminology is used 
to describe the progress,” and although the 
revival is attributed to “an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit,” at the same time recog- 
nition is given to “extravagant and even 
deplorable elements” in the movement. It 
is, therefore, realistic; but the realism is 
fired in such a way as to stir the heart with 
desire for revival and increased missionary 
activity today. 

The epilogue is a wistful hope for “the 
uprising of a religious awakening. Evan- 
gelicals are agreed that the power of God 
is still the same, that the need of the peo- 
ple is the same, that the remedy is the 
same in the twentieth century as in the 
first.” 

Our one serious objection, not only to 
this book but to the evangelicism it reflects, 
is the favoritism toward ecumenical co-op- 
eration. The wonderful unity promoted by 
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the 1859 awakening was spiritual rather 
than organic. The present tendency to- 
ward federations, looked upon with favor 
in this book, based upon denominations 
having “acquired the reasonableness of ma- 
turity and the liberality of charity,” is not 
a note American evangelicals will welcome. 
We yearn for inter-evangelical unity, and 
rejoice in its every manifestation; but we 
do not look with favor upon super-organi- 
zation and doctrine-deleting union, nor 
upon anything parading under Modern- 
ism’s nom de plume, “ecumenicity.” 


H. J. 


Great Pulpit Masters—Volume 3. R. A. 
Torrey. Fleming H. Revell, New York. 
256 p. $2.25. 

Of the making of books of sermons there 
seems to be no end, and for many of these 
there is little or no demand with the pass- 
ing of the men who wrote them. But here 
is one, printed long after the death of its 
author, that will stand the test of time. 

Reuben Archer Torrey needs no intro- 
duction to the informed Christian public. 
The record of his work as an evangelist in 
those world-circling evangelistic campaigns, 
when thousands were won to Christ, has 
been preserved for our information and in- 
spiration. His ministry as an educator has 
had as wide an influence upon young lives 
as that of any man. 

Something of the spirit of this mighty 
man of God will be caught hold of by 
those who read these sermons. Fifteen ser- 
mons in all, they cover a wide range of 
the great truths of historic Christiariity. 
They are sound in doctrine, full of homi- 
letical values, thought-provoking in con- 
tent and arrangement, and extremely prac- 
tical. Here the sinner is brought face to 


-face with his lostness and need of Jesus 


Christ as Saviour. Here the believer is 
made to see his solemn responsibility to 
God and man. 

It is not possible to comment here on 
each of the sermons. in this book. Space 
will not permit. But buy it and read it, 
and you will read it again and again. 

L. S. 


The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ. 
James M. Stalker. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 185 p. 
$2.00. 

The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ, 
by James M. Stalker, is another great Chris- 
tian classic reprinted by Zondervan. Origi- 
nally it was not published for money but 
to aid believers in meditation, thus it is 
occupied with the depths of grace, and does 
not possess the characteristic shallowness of 
many of our modern fundamentalist works. 
The publishers are to be commended in 
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reprinting this work for our blessing. 
The great thing about the scholars of the 
past is that they were able to take a tre- 
mendously glorious theme such as The 
Trial and Death of Jesus Christ and pre- 
sent it to us in a literary style which, it- 
self, is tremendously glorious. Throughout 
the book, Stalker knows how to say what 
he wants to write and says it with such 
force that the reader feels he must remem- 
ber it so he can tell it to others. Note: 
“|, .it was the victory in the garden that 
accounted for His triumph outside the 


gate.” 

In speaking of impulsive Peter we have 
the author’s commentary in a couplet of 
paradox: “If he had only been as prompt 
inside Gethsemane to do what he was bid- 
den-as outside it to do what he was not 
bidden! How much better if he could have 
drawn the spiritual sword and cut off the 
ear which was to be betrayed by a maid- 
servant’s taunt!” In this same paragraph 
is a sentence which characterizes the wor 
of our moderns as contrasted with the 
writers of the past. “Peter’s conduct on 
this occasion, as often on other occasions, 
showed how poor a guide enthusiasm is 
when it is not informed with the mind and 
spirit of Christ.” 

This book is a gold mine of spiritual 
culture. As Stalker develops his theme he 
turns to literature to illustrate the great 
truths of the cross. There are many foot- 
notes explaining various terms and customs 
which occur in the narrative. The Greek 
text is referred to, giving the reader the 
benefit of the original rendering. This 
treatment enriches the moving scenes of the 
trial and crucifixion beyond measure. 

The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ is 


not only a book. It is an experience. Writ- 
ten from the wealth of culture which this 
Scot ed; written with a fervor that 
is unique among the “wee Frees” of Scot- 
land, Stalker has portrayed for us—from 
his heart to ours—the moving scenes of the 
most infamous days of this world’s history. 
Truly, all readers, who prayerfully study 
these pages, will find that they have read 
“a devotional history of our Lord’s pas- 
sion.” 
R. L. K. 


The Great World Crisis. Douglas Ober, 
foreword by Wilbur Smith. Van Kam- 
pen Press, Wheaton, Illinois. $2.00. 
Satan has caused the Church to over-em- 

phasize and misconstrue the warning of 

Christ, “Of that day and hour knoweth no 

man.” That we cannot set dates is true, 

but that we can observe today’s world in 
the light of Bible prophecy is equally true. 

And, if “coming events cast their shadows 

before,” the glimpsing of such shadows 

bring other words of our Lord to bear, for 

“when ye see all these things, know ye that 

He is nigh, even at the doors.” A study 

of this book will lift eyes Heavenward in 

an upsurge of expectancy that the day and 

hour unknown to man is very near. 
Beside this salutory spirit this book pos- 

sesses unique value in five suggestive charts. 

These charts consider: Russia and world 

spiritual conditions, the Jew and the Wes- 

tern Federation, World Dictatorship, the 

Jew as fulfilling prophecy, and Russia as 

fulfilling prophecy. These vital subjects, 

following enlightening chapter discussion, 
are each considered in parallel columns 
and show strikingly the vast changes in 
three stages: fifty years ago, between two 
world wars, and today following world war 
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two (1948). The presentation of what the 
Bible states indicates that little indeed 
needs fulfillment to make any hour from 
here on out the hour of Rapture! 

This is another important and convinc- 
ing contribution to premillennial literature 
underscoring in a novel, but thoroughly 
Scriptural way, that the chaos to come will 
not be endured by the Church. We are 
bid to look, not for signs of wrath to come, 
but for Him. He has delivered us from the 
wrath to come and will keep us from the 
hour of trial. 

H. J. 
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A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 20) 


We are always on the lookout for 
gleams of common sense in the writ- 
ings of those who frequently are not 
marked by spiritual discernment. The 
well-known liberal weekly, Christian 
Century, has a columnist who writes 
under the name of Simeon Stylites, 
which is, in itself, a delightful pun. 
Commenting on a water wheel that 
was too big for its stream, and which 


caused the failure of a factory, the. 


columnist compares it to the over- 
shadowing of true faith by organiza- 
tion. After .quoting the beautiful 
verse in the Acts which shows the 
simplicity and growth of the early 
Christians, Simeon says: “But if the 


‘enterprise had been under the direction 


of some of our ecclesiastical efficiency 
wizards, that entry might read like 
this: ‘And day by day they worked ex- 
panding the Constitution and: By-laws. 
Six Boards of Strategy were organized, 
each with an Apostle as Chairman 
and -Corresponding Secretary. The 
Churches were divided into four dis- 
tricts, with one special, separate dis- 
trict for the Gentiles. This, of course, 
took so much attention that not very 
many were saved.’” Bravo! 


The Unitarian Association has 
voted to propose a merger with 
the Universalist Church of Amer- 
ica. As the Unitarians believe that 
all men will be saved, and as the 
Universalists do not believe in the 
Trinity, there is no reason why 
these two branches of apostacy 
should not become a _ larger 
branch of the apostacy. 


We have said for many years that 
there are still two sure-fire methods of 
making a million dollars: one, invent 
some new method of sinning, and the 
world will flock to the thrill and will 
pay well for it; two, invent a new re- 
ligion. Christian Science has put its 
board of directors on easy street; the 
Mormon hierarchy control more money 
than any other institution in the U. S. 
except the Roman Catholic Church; 
the founders of Kansas City Unity be- 
came millionaires; the leaders of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses persuaded their 
followers that Michael and Gabriel 
were about to return to earth and 
wished a great mansion at La Jolla in 
California, and when it was finished 
the leaders decided to live in it till the 
angels arrived, which has not happened 
up to this morning’s AP dispatches. 

Now another Californian has done it 
again and is about to clip his coupons. 
You will hear a lot about this in the 
course of the next few months, and 





there will be a clique of the untaught 
church members in every part of the 
country who will go for it because it is 
a new fad like canasta. The man: L. 
Ron Hubbard. The cult: Dianetics. 
Subtitle: The Modern Science of Men- 
tal Health. The idea: It purports to 
cleanse the mind of previous harmful 
influences, thus vastly increasing its 
power and efficiency, by making the 
individual relive former painful expe- 
riences to “discharge” their evil power. 
The method: Two or more people get 
together and begin to confess their past 
to each other. There is “a mild re- 
semblance to Buchmanite confession 
groups.” The author of the system 
says, “The hidden source of all psycho- 
somatic ills and human aberrations 
has been discovered and skills have 
been developed for their invariable 
cure.” That is quite a claim, and the 
proof that the author means it is in the 
iact that he names: “arthritis, allergies, 
asthma, some coronary difficulties, eye 
trouble, ulcers, migraine headaches, 
and sex deviations.” 

The difference between this idea and 
Christian Science is that the latter tells 
you that there is no evil and if you 
merely hold the thought that there is 
nothing wrong there will be nothing 
wrong. This is a sort of self-hypnosis. 
Hubbard’s Dianetics proceeds with the 
assumption that old original sin is 
right there and that it has knocked you 
down more than once. Get some one 
else to “audit” you as you sort of hyp- 
notize yourself, drag out the old expe- 
rience, and relive it. If this “auditing” 
is done completely, every evil expe- 
rience or “engram” will be relieved, 
will lose its “charge” and can no 
longer hurt the individual. The final 
goal of Dianetics—in its own jargon— 
is to make the ‘patient a “clear,” a per- 
son whose every engram has been re- 
solved. 

There are ‘great dangers in the sys- 
tem. One, individuals who drag forth 
all their old experiences and sins in 
the presence of another will be in dan- 
ger of falling into the same sins in a 
bolder fashion. Secondly, a person who 
goes through this “auditing” process 
will confuse the relief or mental cathar- 
sis for forgiveness, and will feel less 
need of salvation. It will probably be 
much more difficult to reach a follower 
of Dianetics with the Gospel because 
such a one will have a_ substitute 
“cleansing” for sin. We will probably 
hear much more of this -ystem, and 
we write this for a first record. 


The Northern Baptists have 
changed their name to the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. This 
probably means that there is a 
tacit recognition that there is no 
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possibility of union between the 
Northern and Southern Conven- 
tions. The latter has been expand- 
ing into the north with some suc- 
cess, and recently pointed to its 
national aspiration by holding its 
convention in Chicago. 


The annual meeting of the General 
Synod of the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church passed a resolution 
deploring “the growing political 
power” of the Roman Catholic hierar- 
chy, which it termed “inimical to the 
civil and religious liberty sought by the 
founders and builders of our nation.” 
Resolutions are all very nice, but there 
is only one thing that can stop the 
growth of Roman Catholic political 
power and that is the complete recog- 
nition by southern Protestants that the 
Catholic Church has made the Demo- 
cratic \party the party of the Roman 
Catholic Church in all of the northern 
cities, and that the great political ma- 
chines, of which Tammany is the most 


- publicized example, are all run by Irish 


Catholics, and all under the control of 
Jesuits who give their full time to their 
promotion. This is not a plug for the 
Republican party, but a statement of 
fact, and Protestant leaders must do 
some serious thinking on the matter. 


Under the constitution of Mex- 
ico religious orders are illegal and 
no religious organization may own 
or operate schools. Under the 
present President the constitution 
has been flouted, and-now proper- 
ty formerly occupied by monastic 
orders has been returned to them 
for school purposes. 


In Whitby, Ontario, in mid-summer, 
a meeting was held of the ecumenical 
movements of Protestantism. The news 
saddened me greatly, for it revealed, 
once more, how far from Biblical 
Christianity are the leaders of much of 
Protestantism. For example, the group 
spoke of the necessity of having a 
“roving ambassador” to cover the in- 
terests of Christianity in East Asia. 
As though the present phase of the 
kingdom of the Lord were of this 
world, men talked about the problems 
of East Asia as though the business of 
the church were politics. 

Paul was a roving ambassador for 
Jesus Christ, and he did the only 
thing that an ambassador should do— 
spoke to men that they should be rec- 
onciled to God, and through the blood 
of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:17 ff.). The 
roving ambassador of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches will bring back reports 
of nationalist movements, and will talk 
about brotherhood, but not about 
atonement by redemption. The report 
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of the Whitby meetings concluded with 
a paragraph that we believe to contain 
one of the greatest paragraphs of irony 
that we have seen in many a year, and 
one that brought tears to our eyes as 
we contemplated the reality. For it was 
announced that the week following the 
meeting which was talking about a rov- 
ing ambassador there was to be a meet- 
ing of the World Christian Youth Com- 
mission whose delegates would be 
mainly concerned with plans for a 
world assembly of youth scheduled to 
be held in East Asia in 1952. 

Unfortunately, there will be such an 
assembly, but the American delegates 
will be in khaki, with all expenses paid 
by special taxes in support of our 
armed forces. Many of the delegates 
will stay there—in graves. 


The official Roman Catholic di- 
rectory for 1950 announces that 
the church gained 1,047,798 new 
members of which 119,173 were 
adult converts. 


The universal hailing of the Schu- 
mann plan to pool the coal and steel 
industries of Germany, France, Lux- 
embourg and other continental coun- 
tries is very interesting in the light of 
certain Bible passages. We have long 
held that the old Roman Empire will 
be revived, and in the first issue of 
Revelation, January, 1931, we wrote 
that among the tendencies we were to 
look for in current events was the fed- 
eration of the Western European pow- 
ers. We further stated, listing a dozen 
of the tendencies which were to hold 


our attention, “The increasing concen- 
tration of business in the hands of a 
small group that some day is to be 
dominated by one man.” Some months 
later we wrote an article (July, 1931) 
under the title “Cartels.” The illustra- 
tion drawn to accompany that article 
was an industrial scene, with a great 
factory, open hearth steel mill, and 
men mining coal. The same picture was 
reproduced in four overlapping sizes, 
postage stamp size to represent a com- 
pany, and then larger sizes to represent 
corporation, trust, and cartel. The Sat- 
urday Evening Post (July 1, 1950), 
now publishes an editorial pointing out 
that the Schumann plan is a cartel. 
Speaking of the pressure of Russia, the 
Post says, “In its hour of peril, West- 
ern Europe seems about to turn to a 
new cartel—pure and sanctified maybe, 
but just the same a cartel.” And, we 
may add, just the same a tendency. 


In recent local elections in St. 
Paul, Minn., the last remaining 
Protestant member of the city 
couneil was defeated and the city 
is now governed by a Roman Cath- 
olic mayor and a council com- 
posed of five Catholics and one 
Jew. 


Leland Wang, the well-known Chi- 
nese evangelist and teacher, and Presi- 
dent of the Chinese Foreign Mission- 
ary Society which has supported many 
Chinese missionaries throughout Indo- 
nesia, writes a most interesting letter 
from Java, telling about the blessing in 
the Island of the Celebes and the Island 
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of Bali. On a small island, Billiton, 
near Singapore, about one hundred 
people recently accepted Christ, forty- 
two of them being baptized by Mr. 
Wang himself. The Chinese Foreign 
Missionary Union, on July 7, dedicated 
a large church in Makassar, one of the 
largest churches in the Indies. 
Writing on conditions in China, Mr. 
Wang says, “It seems to me that there 
is more hope for Formosa since the 
trouble in Korea. I hope that America 
will see the matter through and not 
make the same mistake as she made in 


- China before. The Chinese as a whole 


do not like the communist idea; but 
the poor people who are so poor and 
destitute, will embrace anything, any 
change, which is better than to sit and 
die. Li Hung Chang, the famous Chi- 
nese, whom President Cleveland came 
all the way from Washington, D. C., to 
meet upon his arrival in New York 
City, said before he died, that accord- 
ing to his view, the only friend that 
China could count upon would be 


America, and that the most subtle 


enemy of China would be Russia. I am 
afraid that many people do not know 
this saying; and it is the most unpopu- 
lar saying in China today. One may 
lose his life for saying this. I pity those 
mission colleges (China has thirteen 
Christian universities, none is evangeli- 
cal) that must function under commu- 
nist rule. One Christian professor in 
Fukien University was almost beaten 
when asked the origin of man. He sim- 
ply said according to the evolutionary 
theory, man came from the monkey, 
and according to the Bible, he was 
made after God’s image. He did not 
even state his faith. You must never 
be deceived into thinking that there is 
any liberty of faith under the commu- 
nists, for they preach their own gospel. 


. which is no gospel. The time must be 


very short. Thank God for the Blessed 
Hope.” 


There are now only 474,000 
Protestants in New York City with 
its eight million inhabitants. 
There are 2 million Jews and 2.2 
million Catholics. The remaining 
3.3 million have no religious affi- 
liation whatsoever. 


The MacArthur order to the 7th 
U. S. fleet to bar any further attacks on 
the communist mainland of China by 
the nationalists on Formosa, is said by 
the N. Y. Times to have “profoundly 
shocked” the nationalist leaders. We 
must admit that we were shocked too. 
For the short-sighted policy is going to 
make it possible for the United States 
to permit the Reds to build their air- 
fields on our flank from which we shall 
suffer many a cruel blow when the war- 
fare becomes more general. During 
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the past. few months these Chinese na- 


tionalists have been flying a few sorties 
each week and covering the Red air- 
strips on the mainland. These have 
been bombed continually, making them 
unavailable for Red use in the coming 
conflict. But now the lull permits them 
to bring up labor battalions and re- 
store the airfields from which we shall 
see many Red planes fly against 
Americans. 


Speaking to a group of some 
200 international jurists, the Pope 
said, in late July, that the next 
half century would see the great- 
est migrations in history, dwarf- 
ing even the exodus from Europe 
of the millions who settled the 
Americas in the last century and 
a half. The migrations, said the 
Pope, would occur from the 
densely settled to the sparsely set- 
tled areas of the earth. 


Before the Soviet revolution the in- 
fluence of the Russian church was very 
great in the near East among the fol- 
lowers of the Greek church especially 
in Syria. In recent months the Rus- 
sians have been using the memory of 
that old influence and have been send- 
ing delegations of churchmen (all of 
whom, naturally, are hand-picked, and 
totally ‘pro-Bolshevist) to visit their 
Greek brethren. Anti-American mate- 
rial has been found in a gift of books 
made to a Y.M.C.A. in Tyre. The 
Soviet Union has been pressing its 
claim for a return of various proper- 
ties of Czarist Russia used for religious 
and educational purposes. As the Rus- 
sian Orthdox Church had been a state 
institution many of its properties had 
been the property of the state. 


The Soviet press has recently 
been attacking the state of Israel 
as “an outpost of American im- 
perialism.” Naturally this propa- 
ganda finds many friends among 
the Arabs. 
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Heaven’s Magnificent Extra 
(Continued from page 6) 


My other witness would have been a 
covenanter, and one of the noblest 
of the covenanters. Robert Baillie of 
Jerviswoode—the “Algernon Sydney 
of Scotland”—was the great-grandson 
of John Knox. “You have men of 
noble spirit in Scotland,” wrote Dr. 
John Owen, “but Mr. Baillie of Jervis- 
woode possesses the greatest abilities I 
ever met with,” He was publicly 
hanged at the Market Cross of Edin- 
burgh on Christmas Eve, 1684; his 
body was submitted to every indignity ; 
and his property was confiscated and 
forfeited to the crown. Before being 
led to the scaffold, he sent for his son 
and told him that the bitterest ingredi- 
ent in his anguish was the fact that he 
was being compelled to leave his family 
penniless. “But,” he added, “God’s 
promises are sure and I am confident 
that the testimony of David will be 
verified: 1 have been young and now 
am old, yet have I not seen the right- 
eous forsaken nor his seed begging 
bread.” 

It stand to reason. Who that has 
once entered into a joyous conscious- 
ness of the fatherly care of the Most 
High would surrender that ineffable as- 
surance for a million pounds? The mil- 
lion pounds might prove a perpetual 
headache: at best it could never fur- 
nish the sweet and strong serenity that 
he possesses who enjoys every moment 
of his life a vivid sense of the Father’s 
immediate presence, gracious protec- 
tion and unfailing care. 

And the best of it is that, to obtain 
this priceless tranquillity, no man need 
pay a million pounds. He may have it 
as a free gift—on one condition. That 
indispensable condition is that he must 


accept, together with this gift, a still 
greater one. What is it that Paul writes 
to the Romans? He that spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not, with Him also, 
freely give us all things? 

With Him also—freely give us all 
things. Accept the major gift—His 
own Son—and the minor gift is added! 
The million pounds is thrown in! Ac- 
cept God’s unspeakable gift and His 
speakable gift—the million pound gift 
—becomes Heaven’s magnificent extra. 


Drawing Near to Christ 
(Continued from page 18) 


And how near may we come? We 
read of little children in His arms, 
of Mary who sat at His feet and 
heard His word, (Lk. 10:39). They 
got very near to Him. But John we 
read “was leaning on Jesus’ bosom” 
(John 13:23). Surely he came the 
closest physically, but not in sym- 
pathy and understanding; for he, 
with the other disciples, somehow 
could not grasp the fact that the 
Saviour must die that we might live, 
and be saved. Surely the woman in 
Mark 14:3-9 (I think it was Mary) 
surpassed even John. True she only 
poured her spikenard on His head, 
but her love and understanding 
reached right to His heart; she got to 
the very heart of things in a spiritual 
sense. This was recognized by the 
Saviour, for He invested what she 
had done with prophetic signifi- 
cance, anointing Him to His “bury- 
ing.” He further commended her 
sympathy and understanding in 
glowing terms that have reached 
down the ages: “She hath wrought 
a good work on Me... Verily I say 
unto you, Wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached throughout the 
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whole world, this also that she hath 
done shall be spoken of for a me- 
morial of her.” 


Is such a privilege open to us? 
True we are denied the physical 
anointing, for He has returned for 
the present to Heaven. Yet just as 
she went to the very heart of things, 
we are invited to do just the same, 
to enter “into the holiest.” Surely 
in a very real sense His admonition 
to the disciples in Luke 24:39: “Be- 
hold My hands and My Feet . 
handle Me, and see,” is still open to 
us who love Him. Can we not read 
a deeper meaning into the words of 
the soon to die Saviour, when in 
Luke 22:19 “He took bread . . . and 
brake it . . . saying This is My body.” 
As we break the bread and do.really 
“discern the Lord’s body,” do we not 
in a very real and precious sense 
“handle” Him by faith. We read the 
memorable and meaningful record 
of the two from Emmaus how “He 
was known of them in the breaking 
of bread.” And as in some sense He 
is “known” of us in the supper, do 
we ever come nearest Him; is not 
this the Holy of Holies in our Chris- 
tian experience? Must we not cry 
again with Thomas: “My Lord and 
my God!” 


How salutary, how satisfying, how 
inspiring to thus “behold” His hands 
and His feet, and remember again 
all that He went through on our be- 
half. How much He has done for us. 
How little we have done for Him. 
How discouraged we often get in the 
way, and faltering in the race. 


Lord when I am weary with toiling, 
And burdensome seem Thy commands; 

If my heart gives way to complaining, 
Lord show me Thy hands. 

If ever my footsteps should falter, 
And I be inclined to retreat, 

If desert or thorn cause lamenting, 
Lord show me Thy feet. 

Oh God, would I dare to show Thee. 
My hands and my feet? 


Sunday School Lessons 
(Continued from page 32) 


his missionary activities (see Acts 16: 
37-39 and 22:25-29). We wonder wheth- 
er his father, as a Jew, had acquired his 
citizenship by some service performed 
for the Roman government, or whether 
he paid a good price for it, as the “chief 
captain” in Acts 22:28 had done. At any 
rate a wonderful providence seems to 
have arranged this in advance of the call 
of Paul as a world evangelist, for his 
Roman citizenship would naturally fa- 
cilitate travel in all parts of the Roman 
Empire. 

We would be glad to know more about 
Paul’s immediate family. That he had 
a sister and a nephew, her son, is stated 
in Acts 23:16. According to Acts 22:3, 
although born in Tarsus, he was 
“brought up” in Jerusalem at the feet of, 
that is, as a pupil of, Gamaliel, one of 
the greatest teachers of all time in Israel. 
How much time he spent in Jerusalem 
we do not know. It is always an inter- 
esting question as to whether he had 
seen Jesus at any time before his con- 
version. We have no indication that he 
did. 

But long before his commission as an 
evangelist, his life was being directed to 
that great day, described, as to the ex- 
perience he then had, in the lesson for 
today, even though up to that time it 
was pointed in the opposite direction. 
For he hated the name of Jesus, His 
Church, and the Christians who consti- 
tuted it. These “followers of the way” 
were his particular target, for he sought 
with frenzy and fanatical fury to eradi- 
cate the Christian group from every com- 
munity in which one had sprung up. 

We read of Paul (as Saul) for the 
first time in Acts 7:58, where we find him 


consenting unto the death of Stephen, 


the first Christian martyr, guarding the 
clothes of those who were casting the 
stones on his poor body while he was 
being executed. We may believe that the 
impression made upon him as he saw 
how a Christian can die was a deep and 
lasting one. And this was enhanced as 
he heard Stephen praying: “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit,” and “Lord, lay not 
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HIS WITNESSES 


When Paul was converted he asked 
two questions: “Who art Thou, Lord?" 
and "What will Thou have me to do?” 
The second was an inquiry about his 
witness. The first was an inquiry about 
One to whom he should bear witness. 
And the first must come first and be 
kept first. "Who art Thou, Lord?" If 
we really know Him, there will be no 
failure in our doing what He would 
have us to do. Our witness-bearing 
depends on our experimental knowl- 
edge of Him. “Witnesses unto Me." 
That is the important thing. 

While | would never try to lessen the 
value of the word “witnesses,” to my 
mind the One to whom we bear wit- 
ness is infinitely more important than 
our witness itself. 

Geoffrey R. King. 











this sin to their charge,” the same peti- 
tions which Stephen may have heard Je- 
sus offering on the cross. These impres- 
sions made on his conscience may be 
what Jesus is referring to in Acts 9:5 
as the “pricks of conscience,” as He ad- 
dresses Saul on his way to Damascus to 
arrest and put to death, if possible, the 
Christian group in that city. The great 
change in Saul’s life occurs at this time, 
and so important it was, not only for 
himself personally, but for the world at 
large for the next two milleniums, that 
it is recorded three times in detail in 
Acts 9:22, and 26, the latter assigned as 
our lesson. And we should not forget 
that it is of vital concern for every one 
who reads these lines, for it was because 
of his faithful ministry that the Gospel 
came to the attention of our forefathers 
in Europe, who brought it to us across 
the sea, and thus we have become the 
beneficiaries of his zeal as a “world evan- 

gelist.” 


Paul’s Conversion 


It will be helpful to read the three ac- 
counts of his conversion as given in the 


‘chapters mentioned above, because of 


slight variations in some of the details. 
These chapters are of still greater inter- 
est to the writer of these lines because of 
the privilege he has enjoyed of making 
the trip two times from Jerusalem to 
Damascus. Under such circumstances it 
is thrilling to imagine oneself one of the 
company with Paul who participated as 
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observers of one of the greatest moments 
in history. 

When Saul was within a few miles of 
Damascus, he had in his pocket search 
warrants issued by the chief priests of 
Jerusalem to do to the Christians in Da- 
mascus as he had been doing in Jerusa- 
lem, because he hated the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, shutting up many of the 
saints (believers) in prison, and giving 
his voice and vote against those who 
were being condemned to death (Acts 
26:9-12). 

Suddenly, in the middle of the day, he 
saw, while on his way, a light from 
Heaven, above the brightness of the sun 
(for it was the light of the Son behind 
the sun) shining around about him and 
them who were traveling with him (v. 
13-14). 

Struck to the ground by this strange 
phenomenon, he heard a voice speaking 
to him in Hebrew: “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?” When God, any- 
where in the Bible, addresses a man by 
repeating his name, we may believe that 
something important is under way. 

“Tt is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks,” Jesus says, those pricks of 
conscience mentioned in a_ preceding 
paragraph. “Can it be, Saul, that, after 
seeing Stephen die, you can continue 
your persecution of these friends of 
Mine, even seeking to put more of them 
to death? You are persecuting Me, 
members of My body.” 

In surprise Saul asks, “Who art Thou, 
Lord?” Jesus replies that it was He, 
whom he was persecuting, whereupon 
Saul asks Him what he was to do (Acts 
9:6), as recorded in the first of the three 
accounts. The passage in our lesson 
omits that he was to go to Damascus, 
where in the home of Judas, in the street 
called Straight, a Christian by the name 
of Ananias would tell him the Lord’s 
program for him. This commission was 
revealed to Ananias in a vision, but when 
ordered to go to the home of Judas, he 
was afraid to meet Saul there, for he 
knew him as one who was breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the 
Church. 

But the Lord encouraged him to go, 
having told him that he would find Saul 
praying, and that he was a chosen ves- 
sel unto the Lord, to bear His Name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel, with the assurance 
that he would have to suffer many things 
for Jesus’ sake. 

Ananias went and revealed these things 
to him. After three days of blindness 
and fasting, having received the Holy 
Ghost, scales fell from Saul’s eyes, he 
received his sight, and was baptized, and 
partook of some food. 


Paul’s Witnessing and Sufferings 

The second half of the book of Acts 
shows us how all this was fulfilled, 2 
Cor. 11:23-27 giving a complete account 
of his sufferings and persecutions be- 
cause of Satan’s opposition to the Gos- 
pel. 
Saul remained with the disciples in 
Damascus and to note how sudden and 
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complete his conversion was, we read in 
Acts 9:20 that straightway he preached 
Christ in the synagogues, that He is the 
Son of God! 

Near the end of his career he was ar- 
rested, brought to trial, and literally 
stood before kings. Our printed lesson 
is a part of his defence which he is per- 
mitted to make before Herod Agrippa 
after he had appeared before Felix and 
Festus, all of them representatives of the 
Roman government. 

Read how Paul after his missionary 
journeys, thinks back in our lesson to 
the time of his commissioning and states 
the details in somewhat different words 
from those of chapter nine. 

In our lesson, beginning at verse 16, 
Jesus is represented as saying this to 
Paul, when, as Saul, he was struck to the 
ground: “Rise and stand upon thy feet; 
for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of these things which thou 
hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee, deliver- 
ing thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom I now send thee, 
to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheri- 
tance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in Me” (Acts 26:16-18). 

Paul was very happy to be able to say 
truthfully that he had not been disobedi- 
ent to that heavenly vision (v. 19); in 
fact, he began at once to preach to those 
in Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the regions of Judaea, 
and then to the Gentiles (see Acts 1:8) 
that they should: repent, and do works 
meet for repentance (v. 20). He had 
thus finished his course; he had indeed 
fought a good fight; and, as for the 
faith, he had kept it, as it had kept him. 
Therefore was he sure of the crown 
which would be his at the end of the 
road which was coming “into view” (2 
Tim. 4:7, 8). 


Paul a Debtor 


As a Jew (Saul) and a Roman (Paul), 
he was indeed a cosmopolite, a world- 
citizen, a Weltbuerger, as the Germans 
say, and not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ in Athens or Rome, for he felt 
himself to be debtor to all men, for all 
alike needed the salvation which he had 
experienced . 

So eager was he to discharge this debt, 
and so thankful was he for the high 
honor bestowed upon him when he was 
called to minister to the Gentiles (Eph. 
3:1-12), that he was willing to labor at 
his trade, that of tent-making, in order 
that he might support himself and the 
work without being a charge to the 
Church. 

Tent-maker and world evangelist; 
scholar and martyr; thedlogian and pas- 
tor: gentleman and friend, Christ-like 
and faithful; indefatigable and hopeful; 
weary at times, but finally triumphant; 
such was the versatile man whom the 
Lord chose to begin the work of foreign 
missions, which was to do more than 
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that of any other man to change the 
face of the earth and to direct the course 
of human civilization for all the centu- 
ries to come. This was possible because 
he determined to preach no one but 
Christ crucified and risen again, a liv- 
ing Saviour, regnant in the hearts and 
lives of millions, just because Paul was 
obedient to the great commission con- 
ferred upon him on the Damascus road. 

And in the words of the Golden Text, 
the success of his ministry was due to 
the fact that in all his preaching he em- 
phasized the death and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ as the basis of the sal- 


vation of every one who is willing to be 


_ saved. 
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To All Men 


(Continued from page 27) 


First: Why did David Livingstone 
leave Scotland and go to Africa be- 
fore everyone in Scotland had be- 
come a Christian? Why? There are 
still thousands in Scotland who have 
not even yet decided for Christ. And 
yet, years ago, Livingstone left his 
own land and went to dark, benight- 
ed Africa. I ask you—why? 

SEconp: Why did William Carey 
leave England and go to India be- 
fore everyone in England had been 
Christianized? Why? There are still 
some in England who have not been 
won to Christ. 

Tuirp: Why did Judson leave 
America and go to Burma before 
everyone in America had _ been 
brought to Christ? Why? There are 
still a few in the States who have not 
been Christianized. 

Lastty: Why did the Apostle Paul 
ieave for Europe before all Palestine 
had even heard the Gospel? Why? 
Paul, you remember, deliberately 
turned from his own country and 
went to our forefathers in Europe in 
order to evangelize them. Why, I ask, 
did he do it? Ought he not to have 
stayed in Palestine, at least until 
they had heard the message? 

My friends, there is only one an- 
swer and I give it in the words of the 
Bible: “The field is the world.” The 
United States of America is not the 
world. Great Britain is not the 
world. The field is the whole world. 
You never in your life heard of a 
farmer working in one little corner 
of his field. The farmer works the 
whole field. The United States is but 


“one corner. Canada is but a little 


corner. The world, the whole world, 
must be evangelized. And since “the 
field is the world,” we have no choice 
but to go to every part of it. The 
work is one and it must be done, not 
corner by corner, but as a whole. 
The tobacco firms have their 
agents in the most distant places. 
Millions of cigarettes are given away 
to create new appetites. Do you 
mean to say that the reason for it is 
because there is no longer any de- 
mand at home? Of course not. The 
demand here—especially since wom- 
en have stepped down from the 
pedestal upon which they once stood 
and have taken to cigarette smoking 
—is greater than ever. Yet the to 
bacco firms are already sending their 
missionaries into foreign lands. They 
want new markets. They are wiser 
than we are, for reaching the far 
places, after all, is God’s plan and 


SEPTEMBER 1950 

















we would do well to emulate them. 
It has never been God’s will that we 
should remain at home until the 
work here is finished. He wants us 
to go to the entire world, to work the 
whole field simultaneously. 

Do you know what you, are saying 
when you say you do not believe in 
missions? You are saying that Paul 
made a mistake; that he should have 
left your forefathers in Europe, pa- 
gans; that it would have been better 
if he had stayed at home in Palestine 
so that you might have remained in 
heathenism. Is that what you think? 
Are you sorry you are not still a 
heathen? You must be if you do not 
believe in missions. 

Do you remember when ‘the Lord 
Jesus Christ fed the 5,000? Do you 
recall how He had them sit down, 
row upon row, on the green grass; 
then do you remember how He took 
the loaves and fishes and blessed 
them and then broke them and gave 
them to His disciples? And do you 
remember how the disciples started 
at one end of the front row and went 
right along that front row giving 
everyone a helping? Then do you 
recall how they turned right around 
and started back along that front 
row again, asking everyone to take a 
second helping? Do you remember? 

No!—a thousand times—no! Had 
they done that, those in the back 
rows would have been rising up and 
protesting most vigorously. “Here,” 
they would have been saying, “come 
back here. Give us a helping. We 
have not had any yet. We are starv- 
ing; it isn’t right; it isn’t fair. Why 
should those people in the front 
rows have a second helping before 
we have had a first?” 

And they would have been right. 
We talk about the second blessing. 
They have not had the first blessing 
yet. We talk about the second com- 
ing of Christ. They have not heard 
about the first coming yet. It is just 
not fair. “Why should anyone hear 
the Gospel twice before everyone has 
heard it once?” You know as well as 
I do, that not one individual in that 
entire company of 5,000 men, be- 
sides women and children, got a sec- 
ond helping until everyone had had 
a first helping. 

I have never known a minister to 
have any trouble with the back rows. 
All his trouble comes from the front 
rows. Those in the front rows are 
overfed and they develop spiritual 
indigestion. They tell him how 
much to feed them; when to feed 
them; when to stop feeding them; 
how long to feed them; what kind 
of food to give them, etc., etc., and 
if he doesn’t do it, they complain 
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and find fault. If a minister had any 
sense, he would leave the front rows 
for awhile and let them get hungry 
for once in their lives and go to the 
back rows, and then when he re- 
turned they would be ready to accept 
his ministry and there would be no 
murmuring or complaining. 

My ‘friends, I have been with the 
back rows. I have seen the countless 
millions in those back rows famish- 
ing for the bread of life. Is it right? 
Should we be concentrating on the 
front rows? Ought we not rather to 
be training the front rows to share 
what they have with the back rows, 
and thus reach them with the Gos- 
pel, those for whom nothing has 
been prepared? 


Do you know that the greatest 
thing a church can do for itself is to 
send its pastor to one of the foreign 
mission fields of earth? There is no 
vacation like it. He will come back 
a new man; for no one can see the 
need with his own eyes and ever be 
the same again. It will do something 
to him. He will have something to 
talk about. He will be worth infi- 
nitely more to the church than he 
ever was before. I suggest it because 
I know what it did for me, and I 
would recommend that churches 
everywhere realize its importance 
and do it. Let him see the back rows. 
Let him see them for himself. Let 
him see them waiting in darkness 
and midnight gloom for the Gospel. 


Dr. Alexander Duff, that great vet- 
eran missionary to India, returned to 
Scotland to die, and as he stood be- 
fore the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, he made his 
appeal, but there was no response. 
In the midst of his appeal he fainted 
and was carried off the platform. 
The doctor bent over him and ex- 
amined his heart. Presently he 
opened his eyes. 

“Where am I?” he cried. “Where 
am I?” 

“Lie still,” said the doctor. “Your 
heart is very weak.” 

“But,” exclaimed the old warrior, 
“I must finish my appeal. Take me 
back. I haven’t finished my appeal 
yet.” 

“Lie still,” said the doctor again, 
“you are too weak to go back.” 

But the aged missionary struggled 
to his feet, his determination over- 
coming his weakness; and with the 
doctor on one side and the modera- 
tor on the other side, the white- 
haired old warrior was led again to 
the platform, and, as he mounted 
the pulpit steps, the entire assembly 
rose to do him honor. Then he con- 
tinued his appeal. 








“When Queen Victoria calls for 
volunteers for India,” he exclaimed, 
“hundreds of young men respond; 
but when King Jesus calls, no one 
goes.” Then he paused. Again he 
spoke. “Is it true,” he asked, “that 
Scotland has no more sons to give 
for India?” Again he paused. “Very 
well,” he concluded, “If Scotland has 
no more young men to send to India, 
then, old and decrepit though I am, 
I will go back, and even though I 
cannot preach, I can lie down on the 
shores of the Ganges and die, in or- 
der to let the peoples of India know 
that there is at least one man in 
Scotland who cares enough for 
their souls to give his life for them.” 


In a moment young men, all over 
the assembly, sprang to their feet, 
crying out, “I’ll go! I'll go! I'll go!” 
And after the famous missionary had 
passed on, many of those same young 
men found their way to India, there 
to invest their lives as missionaries, 
as a result of the appeal God had 
made through Dr. Duff. 


My friend, will you go? Has God 
spoken to you? Have you heard His 
call? Will you not answer, “Lord, 
here am I, send me?” And if you 
cannot go, will you send a substi- 
tute? It is for you to decide. 

Why should anyone hear the Gos- 
pel twice before everyone has heard 
it once? 
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Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 25) 


September 19 
NIMROD ... A MIGHTY ONE IN THE 
EARTH (10:8) 

Hidden under the poor English transla- 
tion is a horrible story of desperate re- 
bellion against God. God had pronounced 
a curse upon Ham and now Satan raises 
Nimrod, king of Babylon and descendant 
of Ham, to nullify the curse of God. The 
Hebrew reads, “And Cush begat Nimrod, 
he began to be a mighty tyrant in the land. 
He was a terrible subjugator, defiant be- 


fore the face of Jehovah; wherefore it is . 


said: Even as Nimrod, the giant hunter, 
presumptuous in the presence of Jehovah 
. -” Here is the beginning of human dic- 
tatorship and organized rebellion against 
God. Collective man will prove no better 
than individual man. 
LORD, OUR TRUST IS NOT IN NATIONS, 
BUT IN THEE. 


September 20 


THE BEGINNING OF HIS KINGDOM 
WAS BABEL (10:10) 

But the end of human rebellion is Baby- 
lon the great, the mother of harlots. And 
as we study the book of Revelation we see 
religious Babylon, political Babylon and 
commercial Babylon all coming under the 
judgment of God. Man may think that his 
affairs are succeeding because they have a 
first flush of success. But God does not set- 
tle His accounts when men reap the first 
harvest. The mills of God grind slowly, 
but they grind exceedingly fine. The whole 
purpose of history is to demonstrate that 
there is no possible solution to any prob- 
lems through man, but that only God’s 
wisdom and power can bring righteous- 
ness. 

LORD, MAY WE TURN TO THEE ALONE. 


September 21 

AND CALAH (10:11) 
This, one of the cities of rebellion, was 
so destroyed when God finished the de- 
struction that its memory was lost to the 


ages and critics even denied its existence. - 


Then, in 1845, Layard discovered the ruins 
of the city and from thence sprang much 
of the beginning and development of our 
knowledge of the archaeology of this part 
of the world. But it wasn’t the discovery 
of Calah that proved the Bible, the Bible 
had all along been the proof of its exist- 
ence, even more than its rocks and stones 
—for these shall pass away but the Word 
shall not pass away (Matt. 24:35). The 
discovery of the city proved the attacks of 
the critics were wrong. There is never any 
need of proof of the Word—its author rose 
from the dead. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THY WORD 
IS FOREVER SETTLED IN HEAVEN. 
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September 22 


IN HIS DAYS WAS THE EARTH DIVIDED 
(10:25) 

Nimrod was the first who attempted a 
“united nations” against God. It was the 
first of many attempts, all of which are 
doomed to failure and judgment. The next 
chapter will* give the details of that which 
is set forth here—God brought judgment 
upon the united nation and divided the 
earth so that nationality, peoples, and lan- 
guages, all of them part of a judgment 
curse, came into being on the earth. Some 
have thought that this verse is the clue 
to what is known as “continental drift,” 
that the land masses of the earth, originally 
together, began their separation at this 
time which took people with original ideas 
of truth into every quarter of the globe. 


* Thus we have the origin of all the pagan 


myths that parallel the truth of God. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU DOST 
PUT A DIVISION BETWEEN MEN. 


September 23 


ONE LANGUAGE AND ONE SPEECH 
(11:1) 

God has tested man under every conceiv- 
able condition and found him wanting. In 
our day there are those who think that bet- 
tering man’s environment will help man, 
not remembering the environment of Eden. 
Others think that education will save man, 
not remembering that knowledge was re- 
ceived in the fall and that conscience failed 
to keep man righteous. Still others think 
that something like the United Nations can 
enforce righteousness in the world. But 
here in Babylon those conditions existed, 
and were a spur of blasphemous rebellion, 
and not to righteousness. The Bible does 
not teach, merely, that man fell once in 
Eden, but that man fell many times when 
confronted with any fresh conditions that 
were calculated to reveal what he truly is. 
LORD, WE TURN FROM OURSELVES TO 
THEE ALONE. 


September 24 


Ler US... LET US ...LET US... 
(11:3, 4) 

The clue to every action is whether it 
proceeds from the will of man or from the 
will of God. Man in rebellion says, “Let 
us”: man in submission says, “Thy will be 
done.” Put your hands out in front of 
you as though to grasp something—the 
backs are up and the fingers down to 
grasp. That is the attitude of taking. Now 
turn your hands over, palms up. That is 
the attitude of receiving. Perhaps the whole 
key to your life’s story lies in the fact that 
you are saying, “Let me,” instead of saying, 
“Lord, do it all.” The terrible thing about 
such a prayer is that God lets man do 
what he wants to do, and then there is 
failure and frustration. His ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all His paths are 
peace (Prov. 3:17). 

LORD, DO IT ALL. 


September 25 


A TOWER, WHOSE TOP . . . HEAVEN 
(11:4) 

If you look closely you will see that the 
words may reach are in italics. The trans- 
lators obscured the sense by giving us an 
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idea that men were attempting to build a 
tower that would reach all the way to 
Heaven. They would have been double 
fools to start it by the river when. there 
were mountains in sight a few miles away 
that would have given them a great start. 
The fact is that the tower was a ziggurat 
on the top of which was a zodiac by which 
the priests hoped to get knowledge from 
the stars. It was an open, defiant turning 
to the devil and the beginning of devil 
worship. This is why the Bible every- 
where pronounces a curse on those who 
turn to the sun, the moon, and the hosts 
of Heaven. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM BEING TOO BiG 
FOR THY WORD. 


September 26 
THE LORD CAME DOWN TO SEE THE 
CITY (11:5) 

There are many indications in the Scrip- 
tures that the Lord is not only aware of 
all that goes on upon this earth, whether 
of good or ill, but that He is vitally inter- 
ested in all that takes place. He was in- 
terested in the day dreams of David when 
he was a shepherd boy (Ps. 132:2-6). Not 
a sparrow falleth without His knowledge, 
and the very hairs of our head are num- 
bered (Matt. 10:29, 30). “His eyes behold, 
His eyelids try the children of men” (Ps. 
11:4). Shall He not then come down to see 
the first city of rebellion? And shall He 
not look into your kitchen, your bedroom, 
your office, your account books and your 
thoughts? 

LORD, LOOK ON US THROUGH CHRIST. 


September 27 
NOTHING WILL BE RESTRAINED FROM 
THEM (11:6) 

When men begin by running after Satan 
they will end by wishing to dethrone God. 
They had started a city because they did 
not want to obey the command of God to 
replenish the earth, which would have 
meant separation the one from the other, 
and going into widely remote places. Thus 
they imagined that by banding themselves 
together they would be able to organize 
themselves into strength sufficient to pro- 
cure their own will. The imagination 
which was only evil continually before the 
flood is still with the race, and they are 
imagining to replace God. “Let us break 
His: bands asunder,” is the cry that is 
sounding already. There is no change from 
age to age for those who are out of Christ. 
LORD, RESTRAIN US AT ANY COST. 


September 28 
LET US CONFOUND THEIR LANGUAGE 
(11:7) 

The Lord stopped the progress of the 
work on the city and the tower in the most 
unlooked-for manner. They might have 
anticipated difficulties through quarrels 
among themselves or by judgments from 
Heaven in fire or flood, but a miracle in 
their brains and vocal cords had never oc- 
curred to their thinking. Thus God con- 
founds the worldly imaginations of men. 
Henceforward every time they opened their 
mouths in speech there was the reminder 
of their disunity and their failure. The 
multiple earphones in the meetings of the 
“united” nations are a testimony to the 
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impiety of the fathers of the nations. 
Tongues that were divided at Babel were 
given a witness at Pentecost and will one 
day be united in blessing at His return. 
LORD, MAY WE EVER USE OUR TONGUES 
FOR THEE. 


September 29 
THEY LEFT OFF TO BUILD THE CITY 
(11:8) 

Those who go their own way will always 
end in frustration. There is no real peace 
except in the way of the Lord’s direction 
and leading. How many men could testi- 
fy that the thing they grasped at became a 
bubble in their hands, and the fruit they 
sought turned to ashes in their mouths. 
God has many ways to make bitter the 
things for which men give their lives, and 
He must always do it if something is prized 
beyond Himself. It is only when we seek 
the Lord as our highest good that we may 
have the enjoyment of the graces which He 
is so eager to shower upon us when we 
put Him first. He would be unkind in- 
deed if He permitted us to find satisfac- 
tion in lesser things. 

LORD, TURN US BACK INTO THINE OWN 
WAY. 


September 30 
FROM THENCE DID THE LORD SCATTER 
THEM (11:9) 

God is always going to have His way in 
the end. It is impossible that the eternal 
counsels of the Godhead should not be ful- 
filled. If a man wants to kick against the 
pricks He may have success for a while and 
make a name for himself in the earth, but 
in the end he is brought to judgment or 
to the Damascus road. There is no other 
way by which man may travel. It is either 
man’s way, ending in disappointment and 
failure or it is God’s way, not only ending 
in joy and triumph but filled with joy and 


- triumph at every step of the passing way. 


God is sovereign, and His way shall be 
accomplished. And here, as always, there 
was mercy blended with judgment. It was 
judgment that scattered them through the 
earth, but it was mercy that accompanied 
them with full supplies of grace. 

LORD, HAVE THINE OWN WAY. 


“All Scripture . . .” 
(Continued from page 15) 


Ah, the story of the Saviour 
Never glows supremely true 
Till you read it whole and swiftly, 
Till you read the Bible through! 
You who like to play at Bible, dip and 
dabble, here and there, 
Just before you kneel aweary, and 
yawn through a hurried prayer, 
You who treat the Crown of Writings 
as you treat no other book— 
Just a paragraph disjointed, just a 
crude, impatient look— 
Try a worthier procedure, 
Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture, 
When you read the Bible through! 


As I close I cannot do better than 
give you the appreciation of the Bible 
by that great soul, the late Samuel 
Chadwick. 

“T have worked at the Bible, prayed 
over the Bible, lived by the Bible for 
more than sixty years, and I tell you 
there is no book like the Bible. It is 
a miracle of literature, a perennial 
spring of wisdom, a wonder book of 
surprises, a revelation of mystery, an 
infallible guide of conduct, and an un- 
speakable source of comfort. Give no 
heed to people that discredit it, for 
they speak without knowledge. It is 
the Word of God in the inspired 
speech of humanity. Read it for your- 
self. Read it through. Study it ac- 
cording to its own directions. Live by 
its principles. Believe its message. 
Follow its precepts. 

“No man is uneducated who knows 
the Bible, and no man is wise who is 
ignorant of its teaching. Every day is 
begun at its open page, It lies close 
at hand in all my work. I never go 

- anywhere without it, and it is my chief 


joy.” 
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Power for Service 
(Continued from page 11) 


to, because we have treated it in a 
temporary and superficial and small 
way? The love of God was shed 
abroad in their hearts, and when the 
Spirit came and dwelt in them, He 
brought God’s love for Christ, and 
made it their love for Christ. And 
oh, the change. I need not stay to il- 
lustrate it. The Acts of the Apostles 
is full of revelation. Peter had said, 
in the presence of the cross. Spare 
Thyself! Not that, anything but the 
cross. In this new book I turn to the 
fifth chapter, and ‘I read that he 
counted it all joy that he was 
counted worthy to suffer for the 
Name. I do not read any more of 
men running from danger. I read 
of men telling, indeed, of their 
troubles, telling how they have been 
in peril from false brethren, and 
robbers, on land, and sea, receiving 
stripes forty save one again and 
again, being left mauled and half 
dead by brutal hands; but instead of 
hearing them speak of suffering in 
terms of complaint, I hear them say: 
I glory in my affliction. What is the 
reason? The Spirit has taken hold of 
their own weak though loyal affec- 
tion, and has merged it into the af- 
fection of Deity, and the tides of 
God’s love, flowing through them, 
make them stronger than all the 
forces that could be against them. 
And finally, mark this. They have 
no sword save the sword of the 
Spirit. They have no program save 
the orderliness of the Spirit. But 
when presently I watch these men be- 
gin that missionary progress, which 
has never been completed, and which 
we are so slow about, I see a group 
of men who do not impress their age 
by what they are in themselves. 
Brethren, remember this, the one 
thing that puzzled, supremely puz- 
zled priests and Pharisees and rulers 
was how these men did these things. 
How do you account for it? was the 
question asked, and I hear their own 
answers: “We are witnesses of these 
things; and so is the Holy Spirit.” 
That is the answer. One almost 
trembles as one reads the words. 
We have wandered so far from the 
apostolic conception that we dare 
hardly use them. But this is the an- 
cient picture, and I look at the be- 
ginning of things, and I see Peter, 
rough, magnificent, impetuous Peter 
—I love him with all my heart—as 
he begins to talk, and I watch the 
curious multitude of Hebrews ga- 
thered from all the district round, 
listening to him, with their preju- 
dices and pride, and I watch until I 
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see them swept by the wind of God, 
and the cry goes up, and men and 
women are being gathered into the 
kingdom. 
See how great a flame aspires, 
Kindled by a spark of grace, 
Jesu’s love the nations fires, 
Sets the kingdoms on a blaze. 
To bring fire on earth He came; 
Kindled in some hearts it is... 
Oh, that all might catch the flame, 
All partake the glorious bliss. 


How was it done? “We are wit- 
nesses, and so is the Holy Spirit.” 
The saints in fellowship with the 
Spirit need neither sword, nor policy, 
nor . patronage of earthly power. 
Their victory is an assured victory. 

Suffer me one or two words by 
way of application. Christ’s word to 
us is exactly the same as to these first 
disciples. I cannot apply it in all 
its details. I need not. But He is 
saying to us, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons.” There are 
some who are always trying to ar- 
range times and seasons. I have had 
a letter from San Francisco, which 
tells me the Lord is coming in seven 
years, and I am to be ready for Him. 
I do not like to think He is seven 
years away. He is at the door. He 
may disturb me at my preaching. 
Whether He disturbs me at work or 
play, oh, that I may be able to shout, 
“Amen, come, Lord Jesus.” Burn 
your almanacks, and give up trying 
to deal with God’s arrangements. 
What is your work? You are My wit- 
nesses, so says the King. 

Yes, but He is also saying this, You 
shall be endued with power when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you. 
There is a difference between these 
men and us. They had to wait, for 
the Spirit was not yet given. You 
and I have not to wait. The Spirit 
is given. Yes, we must wait, unless 
we have the fullness of the Spirit. 
Unless we have put out of our life 
the things He forbids, I had better 
quit my preaching and you your 
Sunday School Class, and every form 
of service. 

















Unless we know the power, we had 
better tarry, but we need not tarry. 
The upper room at Pentecost was 
not more full of the Spirit than we 
may be today. Close to every life He 
is. Oh soul, admit Him. And you 
can only admit Him as in absolute 
loyalty you crown the Christ, and 
give Him right of way over all the 
territory of your being. And if you 
do that, this Spirit, without sound of 
mighty rushing wind, without sign 
of fire, will fill and equip, and you, 
even you, oh, matchless grace of 
God, may be His witness too. 
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Here we print the prayer requests of 
our readers. If you have a real bur- 
den and will promise to pray with us 
for all of the requests set forth here, 
write to us. We will assign a number 
to your request and print it. 

When you know that God has an- 
swered, tell us and we will give Him 
the praise together. Let us share with 
you’ in your thanksgiving that His 
name may be glorified and that the 
faith of many may be strengthened. 


24 


A wife in Johnson City, Tennessee, 
who has been praying a long time for 
her unsaved husband, requests prayer 
that he will see his need of a Saviour 
and be saved. She and her thirteen- 
year-old son go to church by them- 
selves and she desires that all three 
could attend church as a family. 


25 


The parents of a young girl ready 
to enter college covet prayer this sum- 
mer that their daughter will seek and 
do the Lord’s will as she goes to Bob 
Jones University in the fall. This re- 
quest comes from a Bible Study Hour 
listener. 


26 


A recent convert, who came to a 
saving knowledge of Christ through 
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Dr. Barnhouse’s ministry in Kansas 
City, and who intends to teach her lit- 
tle son the truth as it is in Christ, re- 
quests that she be joined in prayer for 
the salvation of her family, which in- 
cludes, besides her mother and father. 
two sisters in the Catholic faith. 


27 


A young man whose education and 
background have prepared him for 
very high things in life, and who has 
been personally known to the Editor 
for some years, writes with the request 
that his young wife might “catch a 
real vision of the Lord Jesus and so 
become really on fire for service. When 
we married, her faith had been little 
tested and she was inexperienced in 
the Christian life.” Do pray for this 
young couple. 


28 


A reader in Harrisburg writes 
that she has been praying definitely 
for each of the people asking for 
prayer in this column “that the Lord 
will be glorified and His will be 
done in each of their lives.” 

Her letter continues: “I have a son 
twenty years old who is undecided 
about his future work and educa- 
tion. And I request the prayers of 
other Christians that the Lord will 
lead and that His will be done in 
this young life, especially as to his 
decision concerning entering a Bible 
School this fall.” 





German Bibles 
A call has come for German Bibles 

and German New Testaments. Bibles 
in any condition are acceptable and all 
needing repair will receive it. Ship- 
ments of books end any correspon- 
dence concerning Bibles available any- 
where in the United States should go 
to: 

German Bible Collection 

736 Spink Street 

Wooster, Ohio 


275 German Bibles have been collect- 
ed and shipped from Wayne County, 
Ohio, within the past six months to be 
distributed free in Germany to Jewish 
Christians or anyone needing and 
wanting a Bible to read. Shipping and 
repair of Bibles are the only costs of 
this collection. The work is volunteer. 
Pulpit Bibles 

The response to our offer of two 
pulpit Bibles in the July issue has been 
so great that we could use many more. 
We think there are probably other 
readers who have large Bibles they 
‘wish to give away. The people who 
want them are, of course, willing to 
pay transportation charges. 


THANKS 


In July we printed a request for 
books for Rev. Robert Bates, whose 
church and library had been lost by 
fire. We recently received the follow- 
ing letter from Mr. Bates: 

It is difficult to put “feelings” into 
“words” and express the deep grati- 
tude that I have in my heart for what 
you have done toward the rebuilding 
of my library. Since the appearance 
of the notice in “Family Needs” I 
have received letters from fellow be- 
lievers from all over the country offer- 
ing to send me books. 

As I watched the fire destroying the 
building and found it impossible to 
get into the study for my books, etc., 
I said, “Well, Romans 8:28 is still 
true.” I very definitely believe that 
nothing ever “just happens” to a child 
of God—there are no “accidents.” God 
has a purpose and in due time we un- 
derstand. Now the darkness is past 
and I can see how He is working 
things out for my good. With books 
coming at the present rate it won’t be 


long before I will have a much larger 


and more useful library than ever 
before. 

May the Lord continue to bless you 
personally and your ministry general- 
ly. I am praying daily for the ministry 
of ETERNITY and also for those who 
have so graciously written to me. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Robert Bates 
207 Pleasant Street 
Eliot, Maine 








EVANGELISTIC HYMN PLAYING 


Home Study Course composed and directed by 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


Teaches TEN Accompaniment Methods — also 
Chimes—Chords—Trills—80 Lessons. Over SIX 
THOUSAND Stud Have Enrolled. Write for 
Free Details to 


ROBERT HARKNESS 
20 North Raymond Ave., Pasad 1, Calif 











NOTE: If you cannot already play, ask for— 
BEGINNERS HYMN PLAYING COURSE 








CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


WE BELIEVE IN— 
Reaching 
India’s Unreached 
DO YOU? 


128-E South Lombard Avenue 
Oak Park, Illinois 











SEPTEMBER 1950 
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THE NEED AND THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE CHALLENGING. 
A GREAT ADVANCE INTO UNREACHED AREAS CAN BE MADE 
THIS FALL IF GOD’S PEOPLE MEET THIS CHALLENGE NOW. 
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The: King’s College 
can still accept your application for 
admission for the Fall Semester. 
Semester begins Sept. 18th. 
Write or wire your application today. 
Detailed information will be mailed 


to you at once. 


PERCY B. CRAWFORD 
Founder and President 
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